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Christman Award: A Fayette County tradition
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The 49th Annual Clarence 
A. Christman Award will be 
presented at a dinner meeting 
of the Kiwanis Club at the 
Crown Room in Washington 
C.H. Monday, May 15 at 6:30 
p.m.

The award, given annually 
since 1969, goes to a senior 
from Washington High School 
or Miami Trace High School 
who best represents excellence 
in the areas of athletics, 
academics and leaadership. 
The award is sponsored by 
the Record-Herald and the 
Washington C.H. Kiwanis 
Club.

This year, 14 student-athletes 
from Miami Trace High School 
and eight from Washington 
High School been been 
nominated for the award.

Clarence A. Christman Jr. 
came from humble beginnings 
in Washington C.H.

Growing up, he showed an 
ability to perform ably in athletic 
endeavors and loved sports 
throughout his life.

He had help from others, 
shopkeepers and businessmen, 
with the tools he needed to 
participate in sports.

He spent the rest of his life 

paying back, as well as forward, 
to the young people of the 
community.

As an adult with the means, 
he would often help youngsters 
who were just like him, eager and 

interested in athletics, but often 
unable to acquire even the most 
modest equipment to compete in 
sports.

Christman dropped out of 
Washington High School in his 

sophomore season and entered 
the U.S. Navy.

He served in the navy for 
three years during World War II. 
Christman served in a submarine 
and was wounded when his 

sub was hit by an enemy depth 
charge.

Upon returning to Washington 
C.H. after the war, Christman 
married and began a family.

As life continued on after the 
war, Christman worked for the 
Farm Bureau and subsequently 
became the city’s auditor and 
later, city manager.

The Christman Award started 
as the Record-Herald award in 
1969.

After Christman’s untimely 
death from a heart attack 
following helping to fight a 
local fire, the award was soon 
renamed in his honor. To this day, 
Christman’s widow, Mary Lou 
Haines, still keeps up with the 
Christman Award and attends the 
program.

There is also Christman Park 
in Washington C.H., named in 
Clarence’s honor, located off Elm 
Street across from the city water 
department with Paint Creek 
flowing along nearby.

Since 1969, the Christman 
Award has been celebrated 
as a way to recognize an 
outstanding high school senior 
who has excelled in the areas 
of academics, athletics and 
leadership.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

Courtesy photo
Clarence A. Christman Jr. and his wife, Mary Lou, in 1970.

ForMer CHristMAn 
AwArd winners

1969 .....Donald Bennett, Miami Trace
1970 ......Tom Gifford, Miami Trace
1971 ......Jeff Blake, Washington Senior
1972 ......Bill Junk, Washington Senior
1973 ......Glenn Gifford, Miami Trace
1974 ......Chuck Wilson, Washington Senior
1975 ......Jeff Smithson, Miami Trace
1976 ......David Thompson, 
                  Washington Senior
1977 ......Joe Black, Miami Trace

1978 ......John Moore, Washington Senior
1979 ......Debby Wheat, Washington Senior
1980 .....Robbie James, Miami Trace
1981 ......John Lehman, Miami Trace
1982 .....Steve Grooms, Miami Trace
1982 .....Jenny Bienz Breedlove,  
                  Washington Senior
1983 .....Darly Hennessy, Miami Trace
1984 .....Cathy Ward, Miami Trace
1985 .....Jan Thompson-Roop,  
                  Washington Senior
1986 .....Jeff Bartlett, Washington Senior
1987 ......Jason Johnson, Washington 
Senior
1988 .....Cathy Grover, Miami Trace

1989 .....Joe Ward, Miami Trace
1990 .....Miguel Lorente,  
                  Washington Senior
1991 ......Todd Henry, Miami Trace
1992 .....Jason Pittser, Washington Senior
1993 .....Jason King, Miami Trace
1994 .....Betsy Lewis, Washington Senior
1995 .....Becky Ondrus, Washington Senior
1996 .....Farrah Pond, Washington Senior
1997 ......Michael Reeves, Miami Trace
1998 .....Clarissa Hitchon, Miami Trace
1999 .....Beth Walters, Washington Senior
2000 ....Valerie King, Washington Senior
2001 .....Matt Zink, Miami Trace
2002 .....Mark Bihl, Washington Senior

2003 .....Kiley Black, Miami Trace
2004.....Mary Myers, Miami Trace
2005 .....Meredith Wilson, Miami Trace
2006.....Kalyn Klontz, Miami Trace
2007 .....Stephanie Stinson, Miami Trace
2008.....Travis Shaw, Washington Senior
2009.....Brett Garland, Miami Trace
2010 .....Jenna Cobb, Miami Trace
2011 ......Juliane McKay, Miami Trace
2012 .....Landon Gibbs, Miami Trace
2013 .....Judith Straathof, Miami Trace
2014 .....Abby Schwenk, Miami Trace
2015 .....Jerimiah Jones, Miami Trace
2016 .....Wendy Hawk, Washington
2017 ......?

Christman Award winners…through the years
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setH LeACH
School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: Greg and Ronda Leach
Class Rank: 49th
Athletics: Football, four years, three varsity 

letters; Basketball, four years, two varsity let-
ters; Tennis, four years, four varsity letters

Special awards: 2015 McDonald’s all-Tour-
nament team, Panthers won the tournament; 
the Panthers won the Sectional tournament 
and advanced to the District semifi nals, but 
lost a close game; the same year, in tennis, 
advanced out of the Sectionals with doubles 
partner, Matt Fender, to Districts, falling in the 
fi rst round; named First Team, All-SCOL for 
tennis; this past season (2016-17), the basket-
ball team won the SCOL, won the McDonald’s 
tournament and earned a No. 1 seed in the 
Sectional. The Panthers went on to win a Sec-
tional title for the second straight year. This 
year, the Panthers won the District semifi nal, 
falling in a tough, close game in the District 
fi nals. In tennis, won the River Valley Invita-
tional at second singles, the team also won the 
tournament; placed in Sectionals as a No. 3 
seed (out of four seeds). Was a scholar-athlete 
all four years of high school.

Statistics: Started every game in football, 
averaging a tackle a game. Stated that his main 
goal was to take up space while the lineback-
ers got the tackles. In basketball, started every 
game except one this past year and came off 
the bench as a junior. Made the game-winning 
free throw against Washington Court House 
in the Sectional title game in 2016; averaged 
three points and three rebounds per game. In 
tennis, won barely three matches freshman and 
sophomore years; as a junior, won 14 matches 
and has a record of 12-1 as a senior

Scholastic: 3.35 GPA, National Honor Soci-
ety, selected to be one of 1,250 boys in Ohio to 
go to Buckeye Boys State, Spanish Club

School-related projects: Was an offi ce 
assistant for all of the offi ces at Miami Trace; 
as a sophomore, was an assistant in the ath-
letic offi ce and an assistant in the Assistant 
Principal’s offi ce; worked in the guidance offi ce 
as a junior; this year he worked as an assistant 
in the guidance and main offi ces

Leadership: Participates in the Mount Ster-

ling Youth Group; also volunteered during the 
past summer at a cheer station for a half mara-
thon, also participated in Spanish Club

Coach Mitch Augenstein’s comments: 
Seth played fi rst singles freshman through 
junior year and he had to mature and grow 
quickly from the beginning. I started working 
with Seth during his junior year and he had 
a great growing season with a record of 10-5, 
which helped our team (to a record of) 6-9. 
That year, he was also voted as team captain 
based upon his skill, rapport with the team and 
determination to improve our team’s success. 
This year, during his senior year, Seth had to 
move to second singles, but he has shined even 
brighter with an aggressive game play, leading 
him to a 12-1 overall record with four matches, 
one tournament and Sectionals to go. We can 
always count on Seth’s court to get the ‘W’, 
but even more than that, he earns it with clear 
favor in his name. Seth will make an outstand-
ing educator and coach in whatever subjects 
and areas he decides to pursue.

Congratulations Athletes!
FAYETTE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Gary D. Junk, D.V.M.               Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.
1974 Columbus Ave., Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-6161

www.fayetteveterinaryhospital.comCLASS OF 2016
BLuE LIONS

CLASS OF 2016
40983769

MAdALyn wAyne

School: Washington High School
Parents: Eric and Dianna Wayne
Class Rank: 3rd
Athletics: Volleyball, four years, two 

varsity letters; Boys tennis, three years, 
three varsity letters

Special awards: Spike Award, captain 
of the varsity volleyball team

Statistics: (Senior season only) total 
attacks: 165, total good: 133; good 81%; 
kills: 38, 23%; serving: total attempts: 
170; total good: 149, good 88%; aces: 22, 
ace 13%; passing: total attempts: 121, 
total good: 85, good 70%; receiving: total 
attempts: 179, total good: 26, good 15%; 
setting: total attempts: 23, total good, 23, 
good 100%; blocking, 4.

Scholastic: 3.776 GPA; JFK Award, 
Academy of Scholars, 7 years

School-related projects: We the 
People Government competition; Youth 
in Government; Junior Prom set-up 
committee, offi ce assistant; speaker at 
last year’s Senior Assembly, guest speaker 
at a Rotary and a Kiwanis Club meeting; 
teacher’s assistant.

Leadership: 4-year member of 
Student Caucus, Senior Class President, 
member of First Presbyterian Church, 
Sophomore Homecoming Attendant, 
member of Buckeye All-Stars 4-H Club, 
volleyball team captain, member of Pastor 
Nominating Committee, volunteer at 
Blue Lion volleyball kiddie camp, First 
Presbyterian Church Vacation Bible 
School volunteer, marching band member 
(4 years), Symphonic Band member, 
Jazz Band member, Buckeye Girls State 
alternate, concert choir member

Coach Ashley DeAtley’s comments: 
Madalyn was one of our captains chosen 
out of seven seniors on the volleyball 
team this past season. She stands out 
because of her focus and leadership 
through her actions. Whether she was on 
the court or on the sidelines, Madalyn 
would cheer her team on every point of 
every match. Madalyn balances many 

things and often would be seen going 
from one activity to another. Although 
busy, she found time to try to improve 
any way she could, often putting in more 
time to improve her skills outside of 
practice.

Her leadership was never loud or 
boastful, but Madalyn stood out in a 
different way — and that was always 
by the example she led. Her teammates 
would all say the same thing about 
Madalyn, she represents our team 
through integrity and class, on and off the 
volleyball court.
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CLAre soLLArs
School: Miami Trace High 

School, Southern State Community 
College

Parents: Jeff and Bridget Sollars
Class Rank: First
Athletics: Swim team, four 

years, four varsity letters; volley-
ball, four years, two varsity letters; 
track, one year, one varsity letter

Special awards: Swim team 
- 2013-14, first team All-SCOL 
400 freestyle relay, second team 
All-SCOL individual 500 freestyle, 
team SCOL league champions, 
broke school record for 200 
freestyle relay, Central, East and 
Southeast Division II district 
qualifier, team was second at 
sectionals, freshman swimmer of 
the year, scholar-athlete; 2014-15 
McDonald’s Winter Sports Athlete, 
second team All-SCOL individual 
500 freestyle, team placed third in 
SCOL, Central, East and Southeast 
Division II District qualifier, Team 
Spirit Award, scholar-athlete; 2015-
16 first team All-SCOL individual 
500 freestyle, broke school record 
for individual 500 freestyle, team 
placed third in SCOL, Central, 
East and Southeast Division II 
district qualifier; junior swimmer 
of the year, scholar-athlete; 2016-17 
McDonald’s Winter Sports Ath-
lete, second team All-SCOL 400 
freestyle relay and 100 freestyle 
individual, team second in SCOL 
league championship, broke school 
record for individual 300 freestyle, 
broke school record for individual 
100 freestyle, broke school record 
for 400 freestyle relay, Central, East 
and Southeast Division II district 
qualifier, Coach’s Award, team cap-
tain, scholar-athlete

Volleyball - 2013 scholar-athlete; 
2014 scholar-athlete; 2015 team 
captain, scholar-athlete, var-
sity starter; 2016 McDonald’s Fall 
Sports Athlete, two-year varsity 
starter, team captain, team placed 
second in SCOL

Track team - 2015 third at SCOL 
for 4x800 relay; fifth at SCOL for 
3200 individual; sixth at SCOl for 
1600 individual; district qualifier 
for 4x800, placed seventh; and 
1600 individual and 3200 indi-
vidual; team placed third in SCOL; 
scholar-athlete; Coach’s Award

In 2015, was presented the Presi-
dential Physical Fitness Award

Statistics: Swimming - Personal 
Bests: 200 individual freestyle 
2:23:41, 100 individual freestyle 
1:05:60, 500 individual freestyle 
6:29:43, 200 freestyle relay 1:57:75, 

400 freestyle relay 4:24:94, 50 indi-
vidual freestyle 0:27:05, 200 medley 
relay 2:21:92, 100 individual back-
stroke 1:18:04. Holds two relay and 
three individual school records.

Volleyball - 2013 setter, fresh-
man starter, 100 percent playing 
time, never left floor; 2014 junior 
varsity starter, 100 percent play-
ing time, never left floor, setter; 
2015 starting varsity setter; 2016 
starting right side hitter; Serv-
ing, attempted 233, good 209, 90 
percent leading team, Ace 32, 14 
percent, second best on team, 139 
points; Attacks, attempted 174, 
good 163, 94 percent, leading team; 
Kills 47, 27 percent; Reception 
137, error 18, 88 percent; Blocks, 
solo nine, assists 18, errors two; 
Setting, attempted 214, good 208, 
second best on team, 97 percent; 
Assists 41, second best on team, 19 
percent; Digs, attempted 166, good 
153, 92 percent

Track - Personal bests: 4x800 
relay 11:33; 800 individual 2:57; 
1600 individual 6:30; 3200 indi-
vidual 14:03

Scholastic: 4.0 GPA; valedicto-
rian, National Honor Society 2016-
17; Academic Boosters Club Aca-
demic Scholar Award 2014-17; FFA 
Scholar Award 2014-17; Scholar 
Athlete Award 2013-17; Elks Most 
Valuable Student Award; Buckeye 
Girls State 2016, selected as one of 
two delegates from Miami Trace, 
elected state party chair and led 
400 women, appointed governor’s 
chief of staff, met with Ohio Attor-
ney General Mike DeWine and Lt. 
Gov. Mary Taylor

School-related projects: 
Student government 2014-17, 
president (2016-17), helped set up/
plan homecoming, participated in 
Adopt-a-Family and veterans’ break-

fast for Veterans Day; senior class 
secretary, junior class treasurer, 
sophomore class secretary; Spanish 
Club 2014-16, Science Club 2014-
16; Key Club (Kiwanis) 2014-17, 
vice president 2016-17, editor 
2015-16, helped stamp hands at 
the fair, helped set up and run the 
Kiwanis Teen Talent Show, helped 
stuff the bus with school supplies, 
Earth Day activity by planting flow-
ers with pre-schoolers and using 
recycled materials, collected items 
for World Sight Day and held infor-
mational activity, held a winter coat 
and clothing items drive, volun-
teered at the Habitat for Humanity 
fundraiser; music program 2013-17, 
musicals: Grease, Shrek, Beauty 
and the Beast, concert choir, and 
show choirs Pink Panthers and 
Soundsations, sang at area nursing 
homes, Retired Teachers Associa-
tion, Mothers’ Day Banquet; FFA 
2013-17, secretary 2016-17, State 
Gold Rated officer, news reporter 
2015-16, State Gold Rated officer, 
degrees: state degree, chapter 
degree, greenhand degree, top 10 
leadership award, 2014-17; career 
development events: milk quality 
and products, first in state, 13th 
in nationals, job interview, fifth in 
state division 2014, eighth in state 
division 2015, first in sub-districts, 
2014-16, first at districts 2014-15, 
second at sub-districts 2016, agron-
omy team 2015, grain merchandis-
ing team 2015, food science 2013, 
2016; National FFA Convention, 
2014, 2015, State FFA Convention, 
2014, 2016 and 2017; 212/360 
Leadership Training, Farm Science 
Review; Top 10 fruit salesman, 
2014-17; helped at Fall Harvest 
Days, an interactive agricultural 
education program for elementary 
students; “Paint the Town Pink” for 

cancer research, Operation Christ-
mas Child and Red Cross school 
blood drive set up volunteer

Leadership: National - Presi-
dent’s Council on Fitness, Sports 
and Nutrition, served on round-
table discussion in Washington 
D.C. to discuss and execute plans 
to make physical education classes 
more inclusive to students with 
disabilities; 4-H conference, 
Washington D.C., made Capitol 
Hill visits to Ohio U.S. Rep. Steve 
Stivers, discussed the importance 
of the Farm Bill and the support 
of 4-H, met with Tom Vilsack, 
secretary of agriculture, and Jen-
nifer Sirangelo, president and chief 
executive officer at National 4-H 
Council, selected to help at the 
kick-off party for the new 4-H cam-
paign, “4-H Grows,” worked with 
celebrity chef Lazarus Lynch; 4-H 
Congress, Atlanta, Ga., premiere 
national youth group development 
conference in Atlanta, selected to 
attend as a delegate, volunteered 
at the St. Vincent DePaul Society; 
State - served on the Ohio Teen 
Advisory Council, highest youth 
decision making body in Ohio 4-H, 
served on the curriculum commit-
tee to help revise the horticulture 
book, planned and conducted 
workshops at the State Teen and 
Volunteer Conference, volunteered 
at the Columbus Ronald McDonald 
House; state achievement award 
winner in gardening and horticul-
ture, second alternate for nutrition, 
State Clock Trophy winner for the 
Health and Safety Speaking Con-
test and nutrition project “Beyond 
the Grill,” assisted the Mid-Ohio 
Food Bank at the state fair with 
the Iron Chef Competition; Local 
- Jr. Fair Board 2013-17, president 
(2016-17), helped plan and conduct 

the Fayette County Fair, served on 
FCS/miscellaneous department; 
camp counselor 2013-17, planned, 
organized and ensure the safety 
of campers; Family and Consumer 
Science Board 2013-17, president 
(2015-16), news reporter (2014-
15), conducted Sew Fun Night, 
project clinics, donated to the 
Ranch of Opportunity; Charm ‘N 
Farm 4-H Club 2007-17, served as 
president, vice president, treasurer, 
community service, health, safety 
and environmental officer, Best of 
the Best awards included environ-
mental, vice president and safety; 
Community Garden, applied for 
an received an Ohio Foundation 
grant to start garden, grew and 
donated $1,550 of produce to the 
Well for the summer kids cafe, the 
food pantry and the Senior Citizens 
Center, assisted preparing meals at 
the kids cafe; hosted a Hunger Lun-
cheon, an interactive meal program 
addressing the challenges of global 
food insecurity; attended OARDC 
and Extension Education Ohio Leg-
islative Luncheon, met with Gary 
Scherer and promoted extension 
programs; designed and maintained 
an organic culinary herb and toma-
to garden at the Fayette County 
Memorial Hospital; Health Fair 
volunteer 2008-16, club manned a 
food booth in which all profits go to 
Adopt-a-Family, also assisted with 
general set-up and tear down of 
health fair; St. Colman of Cloyne, 
18 years, altar server, youth group, 
National Catholic Youth Conference 
diocesan delegate, Indianapolis 
2013, 2015; Engineering Mentor-
ship Program, 2017, worked with 
chemical and mechanical engineer 
at YUSA, partnered with the Fay-
ette County Economic Develop-
ment Office; Work - Sollars Farms, 
aquaculture barn-filtrations, sorting 
fish, feeding, harvesting; Fayette 
County YMCA, three years as Red 
Cross certified life guard and swim 
instructor, certified in AED and 
first aid.

Coach Doug Mace’s com-
ments: Clare is one of the hardest 
working athletes that I have ever 
coached. She is driven to do her 
best at everything she does. She is 
the type of athlete that pushed me 
to be a better coach. As a captain of 
our 2016 volleyball team, Clare led 
by example. Helping the younger 
players, giving them advice and 
tips. She always put the team first. 
With Clare’s leadership, our vol-
leyball team was able to achieve its 
best season record of the past 20 

See SOLLARS | 10
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BriAn wiLson

School: Washington High School
Parents: Tammie and Randy Wilson
Class Rank: 15th
Athletics: Soccer, four years, two 

varsity letters; baseball, four years, two 
varsity letters; basketball, three years, one 
varsity letter

Special awards: Defensive Player of 
the Year, soccer, junior year; Blue Lions 
won Sectional title, senior year (Wilson 
was team’s goalie)

Scholastic: 3.58 GPA; Academy of 
Scholars, 6th-10th grade; on track for 
Academy of Scholars, senior year; also on 
track for an honors diploma

School-related projects: Helped with 
setting up for prom, junior year (prom 
decorating committee); office worker, 
senior year

Leadership: Volunteered at the Well, 
junior and sophomore years, preparing 
Thanksgiving dinner. Assisted with the 
Little Lion soccer program, four years; 
volunteered at many Fayette County Hos-
pital activities for four years; assisted at 
the Fayette County Hospital’s pharmacy 

doing drug inventory, senior year; assisted 
in the hospital’s marketing department, 
senior year; volunteered at the McBreak 
for breakfast for breast cancer awareness, 
senior year; student chaperon for the 
Cherry Hill preschool bus; student assis-
tant in the special education classroom.

Coach Aaron Teter’s comments: 
Brian is the type of athlete that first sets 
his mind to something and then follows 
through in a big way.

As a freshman, Brian set his mind to 
playing soccer for the first time since 
childhood. He recruited two friends and 
they accomplished that goal together. As a 
sophomore, Brian’s hard work helped him 
develop into our most important j-v mid-
fielder. Brian switched positions before his 
junior season and worked intensively with 
coach Josh Miller to become our varsity 
goalkeeper. As a senior, his dedication to 
training made him one of the top goal-
keepers in the area.

Brian is hard working, level-headed, 
positive and consistent — all necessary 
traits for a goalkeeper. He has the respect 
of his teammates and his coaches. He is a 
fine young man and I am proud to nomi-
nate him.

ALLison streitenBerger

School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: Jeremy and Teresa Streiten-

berger
Class Rank: 1st
Athletics: Soccer, four years, four varsity 

letters; Swimming, three years, two varsity 
letters

Special awards: Was a scholar athlete all 
four years; received All-District, Honorable 
Mention for soccer, junior and senior years, 
also team captain junior and senior years; 
received the Lockdown Defense award, soc-
cer; was scholar athlete three years while on 
the swimming team

Statistics: Was a sweeper on defense in 
soccer, not a scoring position; number of 
saves, not available; played the whole 80 
minutes of games sophomore through senior 
years; swam the 50 freestyle, 100 freestyle, 
200 freestyle relay and 400 freestyle relay; 
best 50 time: 33 seconds; best 100 time: 
1:14

Scholastic: 4.0 GPA, National Honor 
Society

School-related projects: Worked in the 
main office for three years and the assistant 
principal’s office for one year; was in the 
choir for three years

Leadership: Spanish Club, one year; 
office assistant, three years; as National 
Honor Society member, served at the FFA 
banquet and did eight hours of community 
service, baby-sitting for church events; 
attends church at Heritage Memorial and is 

highly-involved in the youth group; through 
the church, does community service projects 
like painting the fire hydrants in town and 
serving at dinners, such as the teacher’s 
lunch every year. Went to Costa Rica in the 
summer of 2015, where she helped at an 
orphanage, daycare and soup kitchen; also 
did yard work around the campus of the day-
care while there; employed at Dairy Queen, 
working at least 20 hours a week.

Athletic Director Aaron Hammond’s 
comments: It is my pleasure to nominate 
Allison Streitenberger as a candidate for the 
2017 Clarence A. Christman Award. Allison 
is an outstanding representative of Miami 
Trace High School and its athletic programs. 
Allison is a 4-year letterman in soccer and 
a 3-year letterman in our swim program. 
While Allison has enjoyed success on the 
field and in the pool, what stands out most 
to me about Allison is her desire to over-
come obstacles. Allison suffered a significant 
knee injury that required long-term rehabili-
tation at the end of her junior soccer season. 
Throughout this time period, Allison kept 
a positive attitude and exhibited a strong 
desire to return to play at the same level as 
she competed prior to her injury.

While her friends and peers continued 
their participation, Allison spent countless 
hours working to gain clearance to compete 
again. Even though she was forced to miss 
her junior swim season due to her injury, 
Allison returned to competition for her 
senior soccer season. In her return, Allison 
returned to her leadership role in the pro-
gram. Allison is a very driven individual, 

both in the classroom and in the athletic 
arena. She holds both herself and her team-
mates to high expectations. As she prepares 
to enter the next chapter of her life, Allison 
will continue to be driven to succeed and 
she has already proven she can overcome 
obstacles in her path.

Coach Caitlin Francis’ comments: I 
have had the pleasure of coaching Allison 
Streitenberger for the past four years. As 
a four-year varsity letterman and a team 
captain for her junior and senior year, Alli-
son has far exceeded the leadership role I 
expected from her. She took responsibility 
for motivating her teammates during practic-
es and games, always pushing players to do 
their best. As a coach, I have had very few 
athletes request extra conditioning over the 
summer. However, Allison strongly desired 
to see improvement in herself and in her 
team, so she asked me to include additional 
conditioning times in our summer schedule.

Allison leads by example on the field and 
holds her teammates to a high standard. 
She was central to our defense this year as a 
sweeper and rarely came off the field during 
a game. This past season she was (given) 
our Lockdown Defender Award as the player 
who made the strongest impact on the 
defensive part of the game.

Allison has a tremendous work ethic in 
both her athletic and academic endeavors. 
She is able to maintain a 4.0 GPA while 
working part time and dedicating herself to 
both her soccer and swim teams. It is my 
honor to recommend Allison Streitenberger 
as a 2017 Christman Award nominee.
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR

MIAMI TRACE
HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOLAR ATHLETES!

CONGRATULATIONS

40984689

ALex troMBoLd

School: Washington High School
Parents: Greg Trombold and 

Mary Trombold
Class Rank: 26th
Athletics: Soccer, four years, four 

varsity letters; Football, three years, 
two varsity letters

Special awards: Captain of the 
soccer team, junior and senior year; 
was Honorable Mention, All-Ohio, 
senior year

Scholastic: 3.69 GPA, Ohio Uni-
versity Signature Awards Program

Leadership: Deca for 2 years
Coach Chuck Williamson’s com-

ments: Alex truly defi nes the term 
student-athlete. During the fall sea-
son, Alex played on the Washington 
soccer team and the Washington 
football team while carrying a 3.692 

GPS. Alex would come to football 
practice and participate in our spe-
cial teams practices. He would then 
run over and complete a full soccer 
practice. It is hard enough to com-
plete one varsity practice, let alone 
two in a day. During the week he 
would play soccer games on Tues-
days and Thursdays then kick for the 
football team on Friday nights.

While on the gridiron, Alex han-
dled kick-off duties as well as fi eld 
goals and extra-points. He scored 43 
points for the season. Alex played 
on the soccer team (as sweeper) and 
had a very productive season.

In the classroom, Alex carries 
a 3.692 GPA. Some of his classes 
include AP Chemistry, Pre-Calculus 
and Physics, by no means an easy 
workload.

Alex is very deserving of the 2017 
Christman Award.

tAyLor BArrett

School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: Donna and Michael Barrett
Class Rank: 33rd
Athletics: Soccer, four years, four varsity letters; 

swimming, four years, three varsity letter; softball, 
four years, four varsity letters.

Special awards: Soccer: 2014-2015: second 
team All-district; 2016-2017: second team all-
league and honorable mention All-district; swim-
ming: 2013-2014: SCOL champions; softball: 2015-
2016: second team All-league (this years honors 
aren’t out yet).

Statistics: Soccer: about 200 goals saved and 
maximum fi ve goals scored against her (senior 
year); softball: .500 batting average (senior year).

Scholastic: 3.58 GPA; National Honor Society; 
honor roll; scholar athlete.

School-related projects: Teacher’s assistant.
Leadership: Spanish Club, Key Club, Student 

Government, Soundsations, Symphonic Choir, 

Concert Choir, Pink Panthers, FCCLA, Member of 
Jeffersonville Church of Christ.

Coach Joe Henry’s comments: It is an honor 
to be nominated as a student athlete for Christman 
Awards and Taylor Barrett is very deserving of this 
recognition. Taylor’s leadership comes with hard 
work and dedication to the program. She plays soc-
cer, softball and was a member of the swim team. 
Taylor will be a four-year letterman in softball. 
Her senior year in softball she is leading the team 
in average, .500, with 17 singles, 11 doubles, and 
the most home runs in her career at Miami Trace. 
Taylor is the fi rst to show up and the last to leave 
the softball fi eld. We would hit 100 balls at practice 
then after practice she would come up and ask if 
we can hit more. The younger kids see her working 
hard after practice and now they are doing it. As 
the year comes to an end for softball, Taylor Bar-
rett will go to college and meet new friends and be 
the leader as she was at Miami Trace. Taylor Bar-
rett will become a great coach one of these days, 
because she loves the game and helping others. It’s 
been an honor to be around Taylor Barrett.
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KyLer Mount

School: Washington High 
School

Parents: Jenny and Jerry 
Mount

Class Rank: 23rd
Athletics: Golf, four 

years, four varsity letters; 
baseball, four years, three 
varsity letters; basketball, 
two years.

Special awards: Golf 
(ninth grade): member of 
the SCOL, Sectional and 
district champion team, 
second team in school his-
tory to qualify for the state 
tournament; golf (tenth 
grade): first team All-SCOL, 
district qualifier (team); golf 
(eleventh grade): first team 
All-SCOL, third year varsity 
award, district qualifier 
(team); golf (twelfth grade): 
first team All-SCOL, fourth 
year varsity award, district 
qualifier (individual), honor-
able mention All-District, 
Academic All-Ohio, most 
accomplished career award; 
baseball (tenth grade): 
SCOL champions; baseball 
(twelfth grade): third year 
varsity award.

Statistics: Golf stroke 
averages: ninth grade was 
45, tenth grade was 42, 
eleventh grade was 42 and 
twelfth grade was 41.

Scholastic: 3.33 GPA; 
Academy of Scholars ninth 
grade; Student of the Week 
twelfth grade.

School-related projects: 
Student government ninth 
and tenth grade years; office 
worker twelfth grade.

Leadership: Kyler was 
selected to attend Buckeye 
Boys State in the summer 
of 2016. While there he was 
the superintendent of Gabel 
City Schools. He was one of 
only 30 boys selected out of 
1,250 to return to Buckeye 
Boys State in the future as 
a counselor; He was one 
of only four members of 
his junior class selected 
to attend the P16 Leader-
ship Program at Southern 
State Community College 
taught by Moe Pfeifer; He 
was selected to be part of a 
focus group to provide input 
toward the selection of a 
new superintendent.

Coach Shannon 
Bartruff’s comments: 
It is my distinct honor to 
nominate Kyler William 
Mount for the 49th Clar-
ence A. Christman Award. 
I’ve known Kyler and his 
family for many years. It 
was apparent at an early 
age what kind of young 
man Kyler was going to be 
when he grew up. A young 
man that is respectful, hard-
working, honest, sympa-
thetic and caring. A young 
man that you would hope 
all your student athletes 
look up to as a role model. 
A young man that appreci-
ates the loving, caring and 
supportive family that has 
helped raise him. These 
are qualities that should be 
celebrated and held in the 
highest esteem. Kyler has 
had quite the interesting 
athletic career at Washing-
ton High School. One that 
has caused him much pain 
and suffering at times. To 
his credit and no surprise 
of mine, he continued to 
persistently battle through 
adversities.

I got an opportunity to 
coach Kyler for four years 
in golf and two years in 
basketball. I’ve always been 
so very impressed with two 
attributes of Kyler, his atti-
tude and consistent effort. 
Two attributes that are the 
very foundation of our ath-
letic programs and fleeting 
in today’s era of athletics. 
These core competencies 
helped Kyler excel, especial-
ly in golf. He is on a short 
list of Blue Lion golfers to 
letter all four years of his 
career. This accomplish-
ment is the result of many 
hours of work that he put in 
to improve his game. This 
work-ethic will invariably 
allow him to carve out a 
great academic future.

Kyler’s leadership, integri-
ty, work-ethic and amicable 
personality would make him 
a great recipient of the Clar-
ence A. Christman award 
and all that it embodies. I 
want to wish Kyler good 
luck in his future endeav-
ours and thank his family 
for all their support of Blue 
Lion athletics.

JACoB BAtson

School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: David and Bethany Batson
Class Rank: 30th
Athletics: Baseball, four years, two varsi-

ty letters; basketball, four years, two varsity 
letters; golf, two years, two varsity letters.

Special awards: 2015-2016: basketball: 
sectional champions, semi-district finals at 
OU; baseball: sectional champions, semi-dis-
trict finals at OU; 2016-2017: golf: district 
qualifiers (team) at Eagle Sticks, Zanesville; 
basketball: league champions, sectional 
champions, district runner-ups at OU.

Statistics: 2015-2016: baseball: batting 
average .262, five RBI, OBP .311, SLG .309, 
SB 3; 2016-2017: baseball: batting average 
.361, 5 RBI, OBP .469, SLG .444, SB 5.

Scholastic: 3.60 GPA; National Honor 
Society; perfect attendance; honor roll; 
Buckeye Boy’s State Nominee.

School-related projects: Key Club; Stu-
dent Government; Art Club.

Leadership: Ronald McDonald House 
(donation of toys, etc.); Toys for Tots (dona-
tion of games, etc.); coat drive (donation 
of coats); Adopt-a-Highway (freshman 
year-FFA); Penny Drive; served breakfast 
to veterans on Veteran’s Day; visited senior 
citizens with baseball team (2015-2017); 
Prom setup (Art Club).

Coach Rob Smith’s comments: I have 
known Jake for the past four years and have 
watched him grow as a person and an ath-
lete.

Jake is a goal-oriented, dedicated and 
self-motivated individual. His work ethic is 
outstanding. He rises to the occasion and 
is at his best when his best is needed. His 
competitive nature makes him an outstand-
ing performer under pressure. He also 
displays sportsmanship at all times and is an 
excellent role model. Jacob is a tremendous 
leader and understands the importance of 
leading by example. He is well-respected by 
his teammates and is extremely unselfish. 
He is a two-year letter winner in baseball 
and has been a starter on the varsity team 
the past two seasons. He works very hard on 
the field. His willingness to do anything for 
the team is an example of his unselfishness 
and commitment to his team. He is a well-
rounded individual with multiple interests 
and is highly successful in all the things he 
does. Jacob is well-disciplined, courteous, 
responsible and extremely reliable. Jake has 
also been a member of the varsity basketball 
team the past two seasons.

As an educator and coach I believe Jacob 
epitomizes what a student/athlete should be. 
He possesses the qualities necessary to excel 
in college and in his future career. I give him 
my highest recommendation with no reser-
vations for this prestigious award.
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BLAKe Pittser

School: Miami Trace High 
School

Parents: Rob and Kim Pittser
Class Rank: 1st
Athletics: Soccer, four years, 

four varsity letters; football, four 
years, four varsity letters; cross 
country, four years, four varsity 
letters; basketball, four years, four 
varsity letters; track, four years, 
four varsity letters.

Special awards: Soccer - First 
sectional championship in school 
history 2016; school record-holder 
for goals scored in career - 59; fi rst 
team all-league 2013, 14, 15, 16; 
fi rst team all-district 2013, 14, 15, 
16; all-state award second team 
2016; offensive player of the year 
2015, 16; Iron Man award 2015, 
16; played in Southeast District All-
Star game 2016

Football - team academic athlete 
award - highest GPA 2016; second 
team all-league SCOL 2016; fi rst 
team all-district 2016; Point Realty 
Player of the Week (two times); All-
Ohio honorable mention 2016

Cross Country - two-time SCOL 
champion 2015, 16; fi rst team all-
league 2013, 14, 15, 16; fi rst team 
all-district 2013, 14, 16; regional 
meet participant 2013, 14; MT 
Runner of the Year 2015, 16; MT 
boys’ team champions Chillicothe 
Invitational and Washington Invi-
tational champions 2016; cross 
country races where Blake was indi-
vidual champion - Ray Russell Invi-
tational at Jonathan Alder 2014, 
15, Blue Lion Invitational 2016 and 
Chillicothe Invitational 2016.

Basketball - SCOL league cham-
pions 2016-17; sectional champions 
2015-16 and 2016-17; fi rst team 
all-league 2015-16 and 2016-17; 
fi rst team all-district 2016-17; All-
Ohio Honorable Mention 2015-16; 
All-Ohio Special Mention 2016-17; 

district AP fi rst team 2016-17; Dis-
trict 14 fi rst team 2016-17; District 
14 second team 2015-16; OHSBCA 
Academic All-Ohio Athlete 2016-
17; participant in District 14 All-
Star game 2017

Track: Team league champions 
2014, 15; fi rst team all-league for 
4x8 relay; second all-league 1600 
and second team all-league 3200 in 
2015; second team all-league 3200 
run 2016.

Blake won the Miami Trace 
Scholar Athlete Award each sea-
son/played fi ve varsity sports each 
year

Statistics: Soccer - 2013 fresh-
man season, fi ve assists 10 goals; 
2014 sophomore season, six assists, 
11 goals; 2015 junior season, fi ve 
assists, 16 goals; 2016 senior sea-
son, nine assists, 22 goals

Football - 2013 freshman season, 
47 PATs; 2014 sophomore season, 
38 PATs, two fi eld goals to total 
44 points; 2015 junior season, 23 
PATs, one fi eld goal to total 26 
points; and 2016 senior season, 39 
PATs, fi ve fi eld goals to total 54 
points

Cross Country - 2013 freshman 
season, Ray Russell Invite second 
place 18:14; SCOL league meet 
fourth place with 17:30; Division 
II District meet 16th with 17:50 
(made cut to advance to region-
als); regional meet participant 
49th place with 17:52 (total of 132 
runners); 2014 sophomore season, 
Ray Russell invite fi rst place with 
18:00; SCOL league meet third 
place with 17:25; Division II Dis-
trict meet 15th place with 17:46 
(made cut to advance); regional 
meet participant 40th place with 
17:47 (total of 135 runners); 2015 
junior season, Zane Trace Invite 
third place with 17:50; Ray Russell 
invite fi rst place with 17:23; SCOL 
league meet champion 17:28; 2016 
season season, Ohio Classic third 
place fi nish with 17:26, Aaron Reed 

Memorial fourth place with 17:42, 
McClain Invite second place with 
17:07; Chillicothe Invitational fi rst 
place with 16:26; Blue Lion Invite 
fi rst place with 17:16; SCOL league 
meet champion 16:00.

Basketball - 2013-14 freshman 
season 54 points; 2014-15 sopho-
more season 112 points (5.6 ppg), 
58 assists (2.9 per game), 42 

rebounds (2.1 per game); 2015-16 
junior season 246 points (12.1 
ppg), 82 assists (3.8), 79 rebounds 
(3.2), 28 steals (1.4); 2016-17 
senior season 276 points (12.2 
ppg), 85 assists (3.8), 78 rebounds 
(3.1), and 37 steals (1.5)

Track - 2014 freshman year, 
member of SCOL championship 
team, 1600 and 3200 meter runs 

throughout season; 2015 sopho-
more season, member of SCOL 
league championship team; 4x8 
relay league meet 8:47; league meet 
1600 meter run 4:45; league meet 
3200 meter run 10:44; district 
fi nals 1600 run 4:50 (sixth place); 
2016 junior year, league meet 3200 

See PITTSER | 9
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tori riLey

School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: Bryan and Nikki Riley
Class Rank: 23rd
Athletics: Girls golf, two years, two 

varsity letters; girls basketball, four years, 
three varsity letters; softball, four years, 
four varsity letters; volleyball, two years.

Special awards: Girls basketball: coach’s 
awards, scholar athlete, SCOL Champions, 
sectional champions, district champions, 
regional champions, Final Four; girls golf: 
second team All-SCOL, scholar athlete; 
softball: four year varsity letterman award, 
scholar athlete; volleyball, scholar athlete.

Statistics: Girls golf: 59.4 (senior year 
season average), second team All-SCOL; 
girls basketball: 59 percent shooting per-
centage (senior year); softball: .196 (senior 
year batting average).

Scholastic: 3.66 GPA; National Honor 
Society (two years); Honors Diploma; 
honor roll (all four years).

School-related projects: Teacher’s 
assistant; offi ce worker; yearbook staff.

Leadership: Senior representative of the 
Miami Trace Kiwanis Key Club organiza-
tion.

Coach Chris Miller’s comments: Tori 
exhibits many characteristics that a coach 
looks for in a leader. She is a hard-working 
student-athlete that is always the last one 
to leave practice and never hesitates to ask 
for help. Tori began playing golf for the 
fi rst time her junior year. As our season 
began, she was just learning how to swing 
a club and manage a round of golf. Through 
hard work and determination, she became 
a better golfer. She was scoring as one of 
our best golfers at the end of the year and 
continued that improvement into this year. 
Tori was intent on improving her abilities 
and worked diligently to attain her goal. 
She earned Second Team All-SCOL for 
her efforts. It was a pleasure to coach Tori 
and watch her grow as both a golfer and an 
individual. I know she will be successful in 
her future plans because of her character.

meter run 10:24 (second place); 
2017 season year, in progress

Scholastic: 4.0 GPA; McDon-
ald’s Fall Sports Scholar Athlete 
2015 and 2016; McDonald’s 
Winter Sports Scholar Athlete 
2016-17 season; National Honors 
Society member 2016-17; The 
Honda/OSU Partnership Math 
Program Medal Award 2016; 
National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram (PSAT/SAT) Commended 
Student Award; The Miami 
Trace Academic Boosters Top 10 
Award (9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
grades); The Franklin B. Walter 
Award for Fayette County 2017

School-related projects: 
Buckeye Boys State Delegate 
Summer 2016; Buckeye Boys 
State Alumni Association 
2016-present; main offi ce worker 
2013-16 (three years); Kiwanis 
Key Club member 2013-17 (four 
years); Key Club community 
service projects have included 
canned food drives to replenish 
local pantries, winter coat drives 
to replenish clothing centers, 
child care for Head Start Evening 
Parent Programs, Ohio Buckeye 
Military Care Box Collection, 
Ronald McDonald House supply 
collection, holiday caroling at St. 
Catherine’s/Court House Manor, 
serving at the Kiwanis Soup Din-
ner, Earth Day recognition proj-
ect with Miami Trace preschool 
students, United Way Stuff the 
Bus Supply Distribution, and 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF).

Leadership: Team captain 
soccer 2014-16 (three years); 

team captain basketball 2015-16, 
2016-17 (two years); National 
Honor Society president 2016-
17; MT junior class offi cer - 
treasurer 2015-16; Miami Trace 
senior class offi cer - treasurer 
2016-17; Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes member 2013-17 four 
years; Miami Trace Soundsa-
tions Show Choir performance 
group 2013-17 (four years); 
Miami Trace Symphonic Choir 
2013-14, 2014-15 (two years); 
Spanish Club 2014-15, 2015-16 
(two years); Heritage Memorial 
Church Youth Group member; 
Heritage Kidz Program volun-
teer (when needed and summer 
VBS); MT Summer Youth Camp 
worker for basketball and soc-
cer (four years); the I Dare You 
Leadership award presented to 
a male and female at MT 2016; 
National Society of High School 
Scholars (NSHSS) member 
2016-17; and member of the 
Ohio Galaxies Club Soccer pro-
gram (year-round commitment 
for four years)

Coach Rob Pittser’s com-
ments: To accumulate 20 varsity 
letters and maintain a 4.0 GPA 
while competing at the top level 
of amateur soccer in the United 
States is truly amazing. How-
ever, it is his character both on 
and off the court and the playing 
fi elds that truly sets Blake apart. 
As a coach, Blake’s consistency 
and leadership will be diffi cult to 
replace on the basketball fl oor. 
As parents, Kim and I are very 
proud of the way he has repre-
sented his family and his school. 
With his ability and work ethic, 
Blake will no doubt excel in the 
engineering fi eld and soccer 
program at WSU. I am honored 
to have the opportunity to nomi-
nate Blake Pittser for the 2017 
Christman Award.

From page 8

Pittser
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MACy detty

School: Miami Trace High 
School

Parents: Scott and Sissy 
Detty

Class Rank: 20th
Athletics: Tennis, four 

years, four varsity letters; 
Bowling, four years, four var-
sity letters

Special awards: Athletic 
Scholar Award for tennis 
and bowling (2013-17); First 
Team, All-SCOL girls bowl-
ing (2015-17); Top individual 
Sectional bowling tourna-
ment (2015-17); Top individ-
ual District bowling tourna-
ment (2015-17); Competed in 
the State bowling tournament 
(2015 and 2017); McDonald’s 
Winter Sports Female Athlete 
(2016); 1st place in the Mar-
tin Luther King Tournament 

in Hillsboro, 2016
Statistics: Bowling: aver-

age 162 (2013-14); average 
184 (2014-15); average 
196 (2015-16); average 
206 (2016-17); high game 
289 (2015); high game 290 
(2017)

Scholastic: 3.741 GPA, 
National Honor Society, 
Honor Roll, FFA Chapter 
Scholar Award

School-related projects: 
participated in school musi-
cals, 2015-17; choir, Concert, 
Pink Panthers, Soundsations, 
and Symphonic, 2013-17

Leadership: President of 
the Pig Dudes 4-H Club; 2017 
Fayette County Lamb and 
Wool Queen; 2016 Fayette 
County Small Animal Queen; 
member of the Fayette Coun-
ty Junior Fairboard; Fayette 
County Camp Counselor; 
attends Heritage Memo-

rial Church; member of the 
French Club, Miami Trace 
FFA Chapter member

Coach Kaleb Taylor’s 
comments: Macy Detty’s 
leadership abilities are some 
of the best a coach of a high 
school athlete could ask for. 
Macy put her team first, mak-
ing sure they understood the 
importance of using their 
practice time wisely. Macy 
took it upon herself to help 
each member of the team 
understand the game and be 
confident in their self. During 
matches, Macy was a vocal 
leader. She was constantly 
offering words of wisdom to 
each of her teammates, as 
well as being able to keep her-
self calm and positive. Each 
member of the team looks up 
to her because of her leader-
ship qualities and her ability 
to succeed at this game.

LiAM downing

School: Washington High School
Parents: Tim and Kate Downing
Class Rank: 4th
Athletics: Football, three years, two varsity 

letters; Swimming, four years, four varsity let-
ters; Track, four years, four varsity letters.

Special awards: During his senior swim 
season, he was the team captain. He was also 
the highest point scorer and most valuable 
player.

Scholastic: 3.987 GPA; Academy of Schol-
ars for six years; Honda/OSU Math Medal 
recipient.

Leadership: Excel Summer Track club 
athlete 1; pole vault coach; he is a member of 
Saint Colman Catholic Church.

Coach Colt Harrington’s comments: Liam 
is one of the most consistently self-motivated 
student athletes I have ever had the pleasure of 
coaching as well as teaching. I’ve had the plea-
sure of coaching Liam for the past three track 
seasons as well as teaching him in chemistry 
and now AP chemistry over the past two years. 
I would consider him to be a leader and an 
example of what a student athlete should strive 
to be. Liam has always been willing to do what-
ever is asked of him, whether it has been in the 
classroom or on the track. He has stepped into 
the role of being a senior leader very well this 
year on the track team, which seems to trans-
late over into his life as well. Liam is a leader 
among his peers and I feel this will continue 
into the next phase of his life, wherever that 
may take him. I have no doubt that Liam will 
be successful in whatever he puts his mind to 

because he’s done it consistently over the time 
that I have known him in the classroom as well 
as on the track. I am happy to nominate Liam 
for the 2017 Christman Award.

Coach Katie Kasberg’s comments: Liam 
Downing was team captain for the WCH swim 
team this year. He showed awesome leader-
ship ability both in and out of the pool. He was 
often the first to show up and the last to leave 

the pool deck. He always shows up with a posi-
tive attitude and is encouraging and helpful to 
all of his teammates. His times improved dras-
tically over the course of the season, resulting 
in a near miss of capturing the school record 
in the 100 butterfly. He deserves this award 
because his work ethic and team leadership 
skills are outstanding and his performance is at 
the top of the team.

years. Clare has excelled in all of 
her endeavors that she has chosen 
to do. Academics, swimming, FFA 
4-H, church and community are all 
areas that Clare has been success-
ful in. I am proud and privileged to 
have been Clare’s coach these past 
two seasons.

Coach Mary Miller’s com-
ments: I have had the pleasure 
of knowing Clare for many years 
before she joined the swim team. 
Clare swam summers before high 
school in preparation. She was very 
goal oriented at that age. I also 
spent a few summers with her at 
4-H camp where she was a camp 
counselor and I was the nurse. She 
was well liked by all the campers 
and staff. Finally, I had the joy of 
having her as a member of the swim 
team for four years. I cannot even 
begin to describe the impact this 
girl had on her entire team. We 
called her “the mother hen” and 
that’s exactly what she was. Often 
she got practice started before I got 
there. She is a natural leader. Clare 
is an amazing example of true dedi-
cation to everything she does. I am 
very blessed to have had the oppor-
tunity to coach her and I wish her 
the best of luck.

From page 4

sollars
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· Goats 
· Lamb 

· Beef 
· Pork

Bulk Sausage
Bulk Hamburger

We Slaughter...

www.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.comwww.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.com

MorriS
Frozen Food Locker

Jerry Morris

604 Rose Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-6650
Cell: 937-763-7042

Jerry MorrisJerry Morris
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM, 

Saturday: 8AM – 12PM, Sunday: Closed
40984699

Congratulations 
graduates!

sAMAntHA
ritenour

School: Miami Trace High 
School

Parents: Mark and Gren-
etta Ritenour

Class Rank: 31st
Athletics: Girls basketball, 

four years, three varsity let-
ters; volleyball, four years, 
four varsity letters; softball, 
one year.

Special awards: Volleyball: 
fi rst team All-SCOL sopho-
more, junior and senior years; 
second team All-district 
junior year; fi rst team All-
district senior year; played in 
district All-Star game senior 
year; team captain senior 
year; four year letterman 
award; fall scholar athlete 
freshman, sophomore, junior 
and senior years; McDonald’s 
athlete nominee; basketball: 
second team All-SCOL junior 
year; all tournament team for 
McDonald’s Holiday tourna-
ment junior year; played in 
district All-Star game senior 
year; team captain junior and 
senior years; team played 
in the state fi nal four game 
senior year; team won the 
SCOL junior and senior year; 
team won sectionals senior 
year; team won districts 
senior year; team won region-
als senior year; winter scholar 
athlete freshman, sophomore, 
junior and senior years.

Statistics: Volleyball: 
15-8, service aces - 38, points 
served - 137, attacks - 492, 
attack kills - 269, solo blocks 
- 62, block assists - 47, assists 
- 10, digs - 133; basketball: 

24-5, points - 94, free throws 
- 26/40, offensive rebounds - 
64, defensive rebounds - 83, 
total rebounds - 147, assists 
- 22, steals - 37.

Scholastic: 3.59 GPA; 
scholar athlete; National 
Honors Society; FFA scholar 
award; honor roll; honorable 
mention; four year scholar 
athlete; honors diploma.

School-related projects: 
Four year member of FFA; 
Operation Christmas Child; 
Paint the Town Pink; attend-
ed National FFA Convention; 
attended state FFA conven-
tion; Greenhand Degree; 
chapter degree; farm science 
review; assist/run youth vol-
leyball and basketball camps 
and tournaments; Fellowship 
of Christian athletes; Fall 
Harvest Days; senior speaker 
at Rotary Club; Spanish Club 
four years; teacher’s assistant 
junior year.

Leadership: Nine-year 
member of 4-H and Jeff-All-
ARounders 4-H Club; health 
offi cer for Jeff-All-ARounders, 
safety offi cer for Jeff-All-
ARounders, secretary for 
Jeff-All-ARounders; played 
for Central Ohio volleyball 
club sophomore year; part 
of Southern Ohio Volleyball 
Club junior and senior year; 
won the Ohio Valley Region 
17’s tournament 2016; cap-
tain of club volleyball team; 
worked at the health fair for 
4-H club; worked concession 
in the Chuckwagon at the 
Fayette County Fair; collected 
items for the Well.

Coach Ben Ackley’s com-
ments: It is with great pride 
that I nominate Samantha 
Ritenour for the 2017 Christ-

man Award. I have been very 
fortunate to coach Samantha 
for the past four years. Dur-
ing that time I have witnessed 
her transform from a shy high 
school freshman with a lot 
to prove into a leader who 
has excelled not only on the 
court, but in the community 
and in the classroom as well.

Samantha has been 
the model of what hard 
work, unselfi shness, and 
consistency can do for a 
student-athlete. Under 
her senior leadership, the 
volleyball team had one of 
the best seasons in school 
history, fi nishing with 
a record 16-5 this year. 
Samantha was named both 
fi rst team all-league and fi rst 
team all-district. She also 
played a vital role in the 
Lady Panthers basketball 
program, helping lead her 
team the last two years to a 
record of 45-8. Her basketball 
career at Miami Trace 
includes two league titles; a 
sectional, district and regional 
championship; and a 2017 
Final Four appearance for 
only the second time in school 
history. Along with her many 
athletic accomplishments, 
Samantha has also been 
an active member of 4-H, 
National Honor Society and 
club volleyball.

Samantha possesses great 
character and is very well 
liked and respected by her 
peers and teachers. It has 
been an honor to coach her 
for the past four year and it 
is without reservation that I 
nominate Samantha Ritenour 
for the 2017 Christman 
Award.
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LAuren truex

School: Miami Trace High School
Parents: Jon and Jodie Truex
Class Rank: 26th
Athletics: Soccer, four years, four varsity let-

ters; Swimming, four years, three varsity letters
Special awards: First Team, All-SCOL, soc-

cer, three years; Southeast Ohio Scholastic Soc-
cer Coaches Association First Team, All-District, 
three years; SEOSSCA All-District, Honorable 
Mention, freshman year; Miami Trace girls soc-
cer Panther Award, SCOL District swim finalist 
junior and senior year for the 4 x 200 relay; Dis-
trict swim finalist junior and senior year 4 x 400 
relay; school swim record-breaker for 4 x 400 
relay and 8-time scholar athlete

Statistics: Soccer, senior year, 7 goals, 2 
assists; junior year, 6 goals, 3 assists; sophomore 
year, 3 assists

Scholastic: 3.6 GPA, National Honor Society, 
R+L Carriers Hometown Showcase Award of 
Achievement, 8-time scholar-athlete recipient

School-related projects: Key Club member, 
senior Key Club officer, French 4-year teacher 
assistant, French Club member, Soundsations 
female dance captain, Pink Panthers choir, 4-year 
musical member, concert choir, symphonic choir, 
prom committee, 2-time prom court attendant, 
2-time Homecoming court attendant, member of 
the Art Club

Leadership: Team captain of the soccer 
team, two years; received Panther award for 
outstanding leadership ability during all four 
years of soccer; National Honor Society, party 
and event planner and organizer, 18-hour com-
munity service log; Heritage Memorial Church 
Youth Group: My Sister’s House mover, painted 
fire hydrants around Washington C.H., served 
at teacher lunch-ins for both Miami Trace and 
Washington C.H. schools, as well as multiple 
other community meals; Costa Rica missions 
trip (worked on the Abraham Project grounds 
with construction work, helped with Vacation 

Bible School for the kids in the community and 
volunteered with local orphanage and youth 
group); Heritage Memorial Church Children’s 
Program; Lil’ K preschool program teacher assis-
tant, Journey Through Bethlehem tour guide and 
babysitter and Once Upon A Time volunteer and 
singer; varsity swimming, senior representative

Coach Caitlin Francis’ comments: I have 
had the pleasure of coaching Lauren Truex for 
the past four years. Lauren has a passion and 
drive that make her an excellent player and an 
outstanding leader on the soccer field. She is a 
valuable asset to the team and rarely comes off 
the field during a game, never giving less that 
100 percent effort. As a four-year varsity letter-
man, she has received numerous awards for her 
skill on the field, including First Team, All-SCOL 
and First Team, All-District honors for three of 
those years. Her skills on the field are matched 
only by her level of sportsmanship and work 
ethic. A coach from an opposing team even com-
mented that Lauren may be the hardest-working 
player in our league and I heartily agree. This 
past season, she received the Panther Award, our 
highest team award, as the player on our team 
who displayed strong leadership skills, outstand-
ing work ethic and a positive attitude throughout 
the season.

Lauren’s leadership ability and commitment 
extends beyond the soccer field to many other 
areas. She is also active on the swim team, the 
musical, National Honor Society, Key Club and 
youth group, while maintaining a 3.6 GPA. 
Whether on the soccer field, in the classroom, or 
in her other pursuits, Lauren maintains a high 
level of character, especially in her service of oth-
ers. Two summers ago, she went on a missions 
trip to Costa Rica with her youth group. During 
this time, she was able to provide assistance 
to members of this community and serve as a 
leader for her peers. Lauren continues to dem-
onstrate the qualities valued in a Miami Trace 
athlete, including character, sportsmanship and 
leadership. It is my honor to recommend Lauren 
Truex as a 2017 Christman Award nominee.

niCHoLAs 
eLriCH

School: Miami Trace 
High School

Parents: John and 
Magdalana Elrich

Class Rank: 7th
Athletics: Soccer, 

four years, four varsity 
letters; Track and field, 
one year, one varsity 
letter; Swimming, two 
years, two varsity letters

Special awards: 
Member of the first 
Sectional title team in 
boys soccer at Miami 
Trace; received Most 
Improved Swimmer 
Award in 2014; 4 x 100-
meter relay placed 3rd 
at Hillsboro track invita-
tional in 2017; member 
of the 4 x 200-meter 
relay that placed 1st at 
Hillsboro Invitational 
in 2017; 4 x 100-relay 
placed fifth at McClain 
Invitational in 2017; 4 x 
400-relay placed fourth 
at McClain in 2017

Statistics: Ran the 
200-meter dash in 
25.24; ran the 100-meter 
dash in 12.54; ran the 
400-meter dash in 51.23

Scholastic: 3.88 
GPA, National Honor 
Society, Buckeye Boys 
State, Honor Roll, per-
fect attendance, nomi-
nated for the Hopewell 
Outstanding Student 
Award, National FFA 
Scholarship, the Bennett 
Scholarship, the South-
ern State Super Start 
Scholarship and is top 
10 in the Class of 2017

School-related 
projects: Guidance 
Office assistant; Tech-
Lab, Concert Band, 
Symphonic Band, high 
school musicals

Leadership: FFA, 4-H, 
Key Club, Spanish Club, 
Student Government, 
Knights of Columbus, 
Saint Colman of Cloyne 
Catholic Church, Stu-
dent Development 
Officer in FFA in 2015, 
Adopt-A-Highway, Paint 
the Town Pink, Opera-
tion Christmas Child, 

Fish Fries, Youth Group, 
Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence, is an alter server at 
church, Health Fair and 
Fayette County Fair.

Coach Brent Noes’ 
comments: It is an 
absolute honor to rec-
ommend Nick Elrich 
of Miami Trace for the 
2017 Christman Award. 
Although this is Nick’s 
first year participating 
in track and field, there 
are many things that 
I have quickly learned 
about him. He is one 
of the hardest-working 
young men that we have 
on the team. He wants 
to do well and he is will-
ing to do what it takes 

to achieve his goals. One 
of the most impressive 
attributes that comes to 
mind when describing 
Nick is his character. 
Nick does the right 
thing all of the time, 
even when no one else is 
around. He is respectful 
to his teammates as well 
as his coaches. In fact, in 
my 16 years of coaching 
track and field, I have 
never had an athlete 
come over and shake my 
hand everyday at the end 
of practice and say, ‘see 
you tomorrow, coach.’ 
That is the type of young 
man Nick Elrich is and 
I would like to wish him 
well in the future.
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todd Peterson

School: Miami Trace 
High School

Parents: Bob and Lisa 
Peterson

Class Rank: 5th
Athletics: Soccer, four 

years, four varsity letters; 
Tennis, four years, four 
varsity letters; Swimming, 
one year, one varsity letter; 
Cross Country, two years, 
one varsity letter

Special awards: named 
Most Improved Player for 
soccer, 2016; Scholar ath-
lete

Statistics: Soccer, 2016, 
one assist, 16 varsity starts, 
40 halves played; 2015, one 
assist, 8 varsity starts and 
31 halves played

Scholastic: 3.98 GPA, 
Top Ten Academic Award 
(2014-17); Honor Roll 
(2014-17); Southern 
State Community College 
Dean’s List (3 semesters); 
National Honor Society 
(2016-17); FFA Scholarship 
Award (2014-17); County 
Americanism Test Winner 
(2015-17); Scholar athlete 
(2014-17)

School-related proj-
ects: Class Vice President 
(senior, sophomore and 
freshman years); Key 
Club President (2016-17), 
Vice President (2015-16); 
Buckeye Boys State Repre-
sentative (2016); Student 
Government (2013-17); 
Spanish Club (2014-
16); Soundsations Show 
Choir, Symphonic Choir, 
Concert Choir (2014-15); 
musical Shrek (Stage 
manager, 2015); Grease 
(chorus, 2014); Miami 
Trace FFA Chapter: State 
Degree (2016), Chapter 
Degree (2015), Greenhand 
Degree (2014); offices: 
Sentinel (2016-17), Land 
Lab Manager (2015-16); 
State Proficiency Finalist 
(2017) - Finer and/or Oil 
Crop Production and Grain 
Production - entrepreneur-
ship; Chapter Awards: 
Outstanding Leadership 
(2014-16), Academic Schol-
arship Award 92014-17); 
Agronomy Team (2015-16): 
2nd place team at National 
competition, 5th place indi-

vidual at nationals (2016), 
State champion team, 2nd 
place individual at State 
(2015), State competitor 
(2014); Milk Quality and 
Products Judging team 
(2014): State Champion 
team and 8th individual, 
Nationals 13th place team, 
gold rated, Individual 
silver rated; Novice Parlia-
mentary Procedure Team 
(2014): State Champion 
team, national competitor; 
Grain Merchandising Team, 
(2015-16): State Champion 
team, 2nd individual at 
state (2016), 9th individual 
at state (2015); Advanced 
Parliamentary Procedure 
Team (2014-16): 3rd place 
state team (2016), 4th 
place at State team (2015), 
4th place District team 
(2014); Attended: National 
FFA Convention (2014-
16); State FFA Convention 
(2014-17); Washington 
Leadership Conference 
(2015), 212/360 Leader-
ship Conference (2014-
16); Farm Science Review 
(2013-16), Ohio FFA Camp 
(2013-14); Soil Judging 
Team (2015-16): district 
competitor; Creed Speak-
ing Contest (2014); State 
Agriscience Fair (2015): 
Silver rated award; Super-
vised Agricultural Experi-
ence: raised and showed 
two market hogs (2014-17), 
raised and showed 10 broil-
ers (2014-17), raised corn, 
soybeans, wheat and bailed 
straw (2014-17), Earned 
approximately $30,000.

Community: Jr. Fair 
Board Vice President 
(2016-17); Swine Depart-
ment (2015-17) planned 
and conducted the swine 
shows at the fair; Com-
puter Department (2014); 
entered records and results 
of all shows to ensure the 
fair ran smoothly; Com-
mittees (2014-17); Senior 
Recognition Ceremony 
and Community Service 
Committee (2014-16); 
4-H: State 4-H Achive-
ment Award Recipient 
in Woodworking (2016); 
National 4-H Congress 
(2016); selected as an Ohio 
Delegate; State 4-H Ambas-
sador (2014); helped at 
numerous state 4-H activi-

ties throughout the year; 
4-H camp counselor (2014-
16); planned, organized and 
ran camp, also cared for 10 
campers’ well-being for a 
week each summer, helped 
at 4-H carnival; Teen Lead-
ership Council Community 
Service Club (2014-17); 
Buckeye All-Stars 4-H Club 
(2007-17); held all officies 
including president, helped 
with 4-H week events and 
open houses, State Fair 
participant several times; 
Attended: Statewide Mak-
ing X-treme Counselors 
Conference (2014), Ohio 
4-H Teen Conference 
(2014); Jr. Superintendent 
(2013); volunteered in 
swine, poultry and mis-
cellaneous departments; 
Chuckwagon (2007-17); 
volunteered in 4-H booth 
during fair; Community 
Service: American Red 
Cross Blood Drive (2015-
17); helped set up and mon-
itor donors and is a 3-time 
blood donor; delivered gifts 
to Dayton Children’s Hospi-
tal (2016); helped hand out 
gifts to children and staff; 
Operation Christmas Child 
(2013-16); donated items, 
packed and wrapped boxes; 
Paint the Town Pink (2014-
16); helped raise funds 
for cancer awarenessm, 
painted businesses and car 
windows, walked in Paint 
the Town Pink Walk; Fall 
Harvest Days (2014-16); 
helped host 800 elementary 
students for an Agricultural 
Education Day, helped plan 
and teach educational activ-
ites; Made Planter Boxes 
(2016); delivered to Seton 
Nursing Home; Christmas 
Caroling (2015-16) at St. 
Catherine’s Nursing Home; 
Ronald McDonald House 
(2015-16); helped organize 
the collection of personal 
care items and supplies for 
families; World Sight Day 
(2016); organized a drive 
to collect glasses, planned 
trivia contest; Built shelves 
and wheelchair ramp in 
2016 for Panther Pantry, 
ramp for 1st grader in MT 
school district; organized 
event and collected coats 
for local coat drive (2015-
16); delivered fruit baskets 
to the hospital and The 

Well in 2015-16; helped set 
up polling locating for vot-
ing in 2016; helped place 
flags on veteran’s graves, 
spoke at school assembly 
in 2016; helped collect and 
ship items to US troops 
ni Afghanistan (2014-15); 
helped set up, register 
participants and ran in the 
Jingle Bell Jog (2015); St. 
Colman Catholic Church: 
youth activites, Adopt-A-
Family, food drives, nursing 
home visists, VBS volun-
teer, confirmation class; 
Lenten fish fry clean-up 
crew (2013-14); Other: 
lead slingers trap shooting 
club (2013-17); participated 
in competitive trap shoots, 
learned proper gun safety 
and sportsmanship, Ama-
teur Trapshooters Asso-
ciation member; helped 
canvass area for political 
campaigns; Ohio Corn and 
Wheat Growers student 
member; Ohio Farm Bureau 
Young Active member; 
employment: Ohio State 
Fair Sheep Barn employee 
(2015-17) set up, helped 

clean, helped run show dur-
ing the state fair; works on 
the family farm as needed 
with planting, harvest, 
cleaning, etc.

Coach Josh Thoroman’s 
comments: Todd was a 
leader in the Miami Trace 
boys varsity soccer program 
in 2015 and 2016. His 
value, as with most soccer 
players, is hard to measure 
in stats. For example, the 
2016 team posted the best 
record in school history, fin-
ishing 12-5-1 while scoring 
44 goals and allowing only 
25. That’s an average of 
2.44 goals per game scored, 
while allowing 1.39 goals 
per game. We play 80 min-
ute games to acheive such 
low scores. Todd is the ulti-
mate team player. His value 
is measured by team accom-
plishments. His senior year, 
we won the first Sectional 
title in the 28-year his-
tory of the program. We 
earned a record 7 shutout 
victories and had a record 
6-game winning streak. 
Our seniors played with an 

intensity that inspired all of 
the players in the program 
to follow suit. We allowed 
75 goals in 2015, but only 
25 in 2016. That only hap-
pens when your senior 
leaders, like Todd, make 
the committment and play 
with the intensity to take 
your opponent’s best shot, 
time after time, yet refuse 
to allow goals. Todd was a 
starter during both of the 
seasons that I coached him 
and competition to earn a 
starting spot has been very 
intense. But Todd worked 
hard, led by example and 
continued to earn and 
retain his starting spot, 
game after game. He was a 
‘go-to guy’ when the game 
was on the line. I could 
always count on his steady 
play. He is not the biggest 
player or the fastest player, 
but he has always been one 
of the smartest players. He 
minimized his mistakes, 
was always consistent and 
always gave 100-percent 
effort. He is a competitor 
and will be greatly missed.
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AsHton CArr

School: Washington High 
School

Parents: James and Kelli 
Carr

Class Rank: 10th
Athletics: Tennis, two years, 

one varsity letter; softball, one 
year

Scholastic: 3.268 GPA
Leadership: The student 

trustee member at the Fayette 
County Museum for the past 
year. Had the opportunity to 
help give tours of the house and 
attend each board meeting.

Coach Mitch Augenstein’s 
comments: Ashton first started 
tennis during my first year 
coaching the girls in 2015. She 
was brand new to the sport and 
had previously played volleyball. 
I cannot begin to describe the 
amount of determination, grit 
and hard work that Ashton put 
into every practice, match and 
workout. She improved leaps 
and bounds from her junior to 
her senior year and she was a 
great model of how hard to work 
for our team. I am very proud of 
all that she has accomplished, 
but I know that this is only the 
beginning for her!

MitCHeLL CreAMer

School: Miami Trace High 
School

Parents: Jeff Creamer and Sue 
Thomas

Class Rank: 42nd
Athletics: Soccer, one year, 

one varsity letter; golf, four years, 
four varsity letters; basketball, four 
years, two varsity letters; baseball, 
four years, four varsity letters.

Special awards: Golf: second 
team All-SCOL freshman year, first 
team All-SCOL sophomore, junior 
and senior years, honorable men-
tion All-District senior year, indi-
vidual league champion senior year, 
league tournament champion with 
a score of 73 (+3), district qualifier 
junior and senior year, Hole-in-one 
at sectional tournament junior 
year, four year letterman, four year 
scholar athlete; basketball: sectional 
champs junior and senior year, dis-
trict runners-up senior year, league 
champs, senior year, Holiday Tour-
nament champs junior and senior 
year, four year scholar athlete; 
baseball: league champs sophomore 
year, sectional champs junior year, 
four year scholar athlete.

Statistics: Golf average per 
nine holes: freshman year - 43, 
sophomore year - 39.7, junior year 
- 39.1, senior year - 39; basketball 
point per game: junior year - three, 
senior year - three; baseball batting 
average and on base percentage: 
sophomore year - .319 and .427, 
junior year - .344 and .450, senior 
year - .395 and .552.

Scholastic: 3.5 GPA; National 
Honor Society; scholar athlete in 
every sport, every season.

School-related projects: Guid-
ance office assistant, teachers 
assistant, freshman class president, 
student government freshman and 
sophomore year.

Leadership: 4-H freshman year, 
Heritage Memorial Church youth 
group 7th-12th grade, Heritage 
Memorial Church Media Man, mis-
sions trip to Costa Rica through 
Heritage Memorial Church, FFA 
freshman year, FCA junior and 
senior year, Adidas Outlet retail 
associate and employee at The 
Greens of Fayette County.

Coach Kyle McConnaughey’s 
comments: Mitchell Creamer has 
participated in Miami Trace varsity 
golf for four years. He completed 
his career with three All-SCOL 
selections and was a two-time 
SCOL medalist. Mitchell also quali-
fied twice for Districts of which he 

finished in the top five his senior 
year. Mitchell maintains a 3.5 GPA 
and a class rank of 42. He is a mem-
ber of the National Honors Society 
and is a three sport varsity athlete 
and also played on a basketball 
team that competed two years in 
the Districts. Mitchell plans to pur-
sue golf after high school at Cedar-
ville University.

Mitchell is very involved in his 
church and religion. He is looking 
into possibly furthering his educa-
tion in this area while keeping his 
options open. While playing three 
sports and being very active in his 
church, Mitchell has also worked a 
part-time job. It has been a pleasure 
to coach a young man that has 

meant so much to the Miami Trace 
Boys Golf program. His work ethic 
has been the best of any student 
athlete that I have coached. He is 
a “golf course rat” (a term refer-
ring to someone that lives on the 
golf course)! Mitchell was always 
willing to help his teammates get 
better and lived to beat his coach in 
friendly competitions. Leadership 
qualities are earned through hard 
work, performance and improv-
ing people around him. Mitchell 
maintains all of these qualities 
while maintaining great grades and 
a part-time job. I am very proud 
of Mitchell Creamer and we will 
miss his leadership in all scopes at 
Miami Trace.
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griFFin sHAw

School: Washington High School
Parents: Jeff and Julie Shaw
Class Rank: 18th
Athletics: Golf, four years, three varsity 

letters; basketball, four years, two varsity let-
ters; baseball, four years, two varsity letters.

Special awards: Honorable mention all 
district basketball (eleventh grade); honor-
able mention all district baseball (tenth 
grade); pre-season honorable mention All-
Ohio (tenth grade baseball).

Statistics: 27 games sophomore year: 
varsity: .224 batting average, 11 RBI, 3-3 
pitching, 26 innings pitched, .246 opponent 
batting average; junior year injured; senior 
year: 16 games, .263 batting average, 9 RBI, 
three doubles, four stolen bases, .979 fi eld-
ing percentage, 1-0 pitching, two starts, .194 
opponent batting average.

Scholastic: 3.597 GPA; fi ve years Acad-
emy of Scholars; AP/honors courses.

School-related projects: Student govern-
ment, teachers assistant, community service 
class.

Leadership: Server at Saint Colman, 
DECA, Muscular Dystrophy Camp volunteer, 
volunteer at Little League.

Coach Tyler Rhodus’s comments: I have 
had the privilege of coaching Griffi n for the 
last four years. Griffi n is an extremely hard 
worker and has the drive to be his utmost 
best at everything he does. Over the past 
four years Griffi n has always been willing and 
has even asked to put in extra time before 
and after practices. Griffi n has done an amaz-
ing job over the past four years of balancing 
his academics, current sports season, off-
season workouts, and volunteering for the 
community. One of Griffi n’s best traits is his 
willingness to serve others for their better-
ment. Griffi n wants others to succeed, and 
has demonstrated this for our team by always 
being a team-fi rst guy, and not having self-
ish motives. Griff has gone out of his way to 
fund raise for our program, help with Little 
League, and serve within his church commu-
nity. Griffi n will be going to Florida Atlantic 

where he will study fi nance. Griffi n plans to 
attend law school after completing his under-
grad studies. It is my honor to nominate 
Griffi n Shaw for the Christman Award, and 
I truly believe he is an excellent representa-
tive of what we strive for in our young lead-
ers today.

CARROLL HALLIDAY

40
98
37
76

Celebrating 
85 Years

1932 - 2017

1700 Columbus Ave. Washington C.H., OH 43160 I 800-358-FORD
Carroll Halliday, Inc.
www.carrollhalliday.com

Most 5-star Crash test 
safety ratings.1

That’s how you become America’s best-selling brand.2

1Among full-line brands offering multiple cars, pickup trucks and utilities. Government 5-Star Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.safecar.gov). 22015 CY sales.

KAyLA KiMMet

School: Washington 
High School

Parents: Kay and Dan 
Kimmet

Class Rank: 2nd
Athletics: Soccer, two 

years, two varsity letters; 
swimming, three years, 
three varsity letters.

Special awards: 
Soccer captain

Scholastic: 3.896; 

Academy of Scholars
Leadership: Member 

of Saint Colman Catholic 
Church, 4-H

Coach Tammi 
Ramsey’s comments: 
Kayla has always been 
a dedicated teammate, 
a silent leader and 
someone I can count on. 
While I haven’t had the 
opportunity to coach her 
for her entire career at 
WCH, I know that she 
has been an asset to the 

girls’ soccer program. 
Kayla is the fi rst female 
athlete to play from her 
7th grade year until 
her senior year in our 
program, and that is a 
fantastic precedent to 
set! I truly admire Kayla 
for sticking it out during 
the soccer season, having 
a new head coach every 
year. Her grit, tenacity 
and dedication are the 
legacy left for younger 
players to aspire to.
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MArissA Ann 
sHeets

School: Miami Trace High 
School

Parents: Bryan and Nikki 
Sheets

Class Rank: 8th
Athletics: Swimming, four 

years, three varsity letters; 
Soccer, three years, three varsity 
letters; Golf, one year, one varsity 
letter

Special awards: Scholar-
athlete all four years of high 
school, received Most Improved 
Swimmer Award (2015-16); 
placed second in the league 
(2016-17); fi rst in the league 
(2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16) as a 
team

Statistics: Participant in the 
50 freestyle and 100 freestyle, as 
well as 200 freestyle relay and 400 
freestyle relay

Scholastic: 3.882 GPA, 
National Honor Society, received 
the ‘I Dare You’ leadership award, 
in the top 10 of the Class of 2017, 
achieved Honor Roll all four years 
of high school, scholar-athlete

School-related projects: 
Member of the Miami Trace 
FFA chapter, was a member 
of the State-winning Novice 
Parliamentary Procedure Team, 
placed 5th in the state in the 
Public Speaking Contest and 
received State Degree; is a 
member of the FCA, Student 
Government, Key Club and 
Spanish Club; has participated in 
the spring musical the past four 
years.

Leadership: Served as the 
Miami Trace FFA Chapter Vice 
President (2016-17) and reporter 
(2015-16), a 4-H member, 4-H 

camp counselor (2013-present), 
Fayette County Junior Fair Board 
Member (2013-present), member 
of the Fayette County 4-H Teen 
Leadership Council (2013-16); 
has served in numerous offi ces 
in 4-H, including president and 
is currently President of the 

Junior Fair Board; has participated 
in community service projects 
through FFA, such as the Paint 
the Town Pink Campaign, 
Operation Christmas Child, Missy 
Daisy Car Shaw and Pancake 
Breakfast, Scholarship Dinners, 
Adopt-A-Highway and Adopt-A-

Family at Christmas time; this 
fall, completed a community 
service project through FFA to 
build a wheel chair ramp for 
a student at the Miami Trace 
Elementary School, through 4-H, 
has participated in community 
service projects, including making 

blankets for young patients for 
Project Linus, stuffi ng gift bags 
for local nursing homes, writing 
letters to local law enforcement 
heroes, planting fl owers at the 
fairgrounds, collecting food items 
for the summer lunch program, 
collecting gently used books and 
pop-tabs for Ronald McDonald 
House Charities, worked with 4-H 
carnival to raise money for camp 
scholarships.

She is a member of the New 
Holland United Methodist 
Church where she is involved 
in the youth group; has served 
as the Miami Trace United Way 
Student Representative and was 
selected to serve as the Miami 
Trace HOBY ambassador. This 
past year, also served as a Melinda 
Underwood Photography Senior 
Representative, participating 
in a community service project 
by volunteering at the Well at 
Sunnyside this past summer; has 
also won the local Rotary 4-Way 
Speech Contest and been a guest 
speak at both the Rotary and 
Kiwanis Club meetings.

Coach Mary Miller’s 
comments: I have had the honor 
of knowing Marissa well before 
she became a member of the swim 
team. I met her at 4-H camp where 
she was a camp counselor and I 
was the nurse. She was looked up 
to by many campers. She took her 
role very seriously and dedicated 
much time and energy to fulfi ll 
her duties. As a swimmer, Marissa 
led by example. She was a great 
teammate to all. She was hard 
working and always willing to fi ll 
in where I needed her. Marissa 
is an excellent leader in all areas 
of her life; sister, teammate, 
counselor and student-athlete. She 
will do great things and I wish her 
much success.


