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To honor our rich and remarkable agricultural 
history as well as its thriving present, we have made 
Fayette County agriculture the focus of this year’s 
Spectrum magazine. Within this publication is 
just a slice of Fayette County’s storied agricultural 
history and examples of how farming has changed 
over the years. From the success stories of so many 
multi-generational family farms to the revolutionary 
contributions of an organic, non-GMO soybean 
supplier, Fayette County’s contributions 
to the field of agriculture are varied. 
So many more publications could be 
filled telling stories of years ago and 
of today’s incredible success stories. 
We thank the community for their 
contributions to this year’s Spectrum 
and we hope you enjoy it as much as we 
enjoyed compiling this edition.

   - Ryan Carter, Editor 
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

What started as a request from his son 
resulted in local farmer Roger Stockwell 
going viral on Facebook last year after 
his family was able to return him to his 
passion for at least one more ride.

Stockwell, born in 1934, moved from 
Edgefield with his family to Fayette 
County when he was just about 7 or 
8-years-old. He graduated from Jefferson-
ville High School in 1952.

“My family moved where I live now in 
1941,” Stockwell said. “I have been farm-
ing my whole life, besides the three years 
I spent in the military. I was in Korea 
with the Army Security Agency and I 
like to say that they heard I was coming, 
so they quit. I was a little late when I got 
over there, so it was pretty much over 
with. That was from 1955 to 1958.”

Stockwell said that nearing the end of 
his service, he took a brief break for 30 
days to end up in Fayette County in time 
to marry his wife, Becky, in 1957 when 
she graduated high school. The couple 
moved to Massachusetts for Stockwell 
to end his service and then they both 
returned to the county. It was then that 
he really began to settle into his life as a 
farmer and father, eventually ending up 
with three daughters and his son Kevin.

“I couldn’t wait to get home, to get 
back to farming and get married,” Stock-
well said. “Dad kept everything together 
and had people working. We had a lot of 
livestock then though, not so much now 
and we appreciate that especially when 
it starts snowing and gets cold. Now we 
farm corn, soybeans and hay.”

He said that he really got into farming 
because of his dad and brother who both 
were in agriculture. Stockwell said farm-
ing was what he always did and wanted 
to do. Some people had encouraged 
him to attend college after the military, 
but he continued to pursue his passion. 
Despite many other opportunities includ-
ing remaining in the military and even 
joining the FBI, Stockwell wanted just 
to continue farming as his family had 
always done.

“I even played in the first all-Ohio 
FFA Band,” Stockwell said, laughing. 
“I played trumpet. They didn’t call me 
‘Hot Lips’ for nothing, now I have my 
teeth pulled and can’t blow. I have said 
for a long time if you can’t have a little 
fun then to heck with it. I enjoy verbally 
jousting with people and really like to do 
that.”

Unfortunately, Stockwell’s ability to 
help on the family farm took a blow over 
a year-and-a-half ago. After it was discov-
ered that he had a stone in his bladder 
the size of a golf ball, Stockwell had an 
operation. He said the first day after the 
operation he felt fine, but from there he 
has faded memories. He was diagnosed 
with ANCA-associated vasculitis or 
Wegener’s granulomatosis, a rare blood 
disease.

According to mayoclinic.com, Wegen-
er’s granulomatosis, or granulomatosis 
with polyangiitis, is an uncommon disor-
der that causes inflammation of the blood 
vessels in your nose, sinuses, throat, 
lungs and kidneys. It is one of a group of 
blood vessel disorders called vasculitis. 
It slows blood flow to some organs and 
the affected tissues may develop areas of 
inflammation called granulomas, which 
sometimes affect how these organs work. 
Early diagnosis and treatment of granu-
lomatosis with polyangiitis may lead to 
a full recovery. Without treatment, it can 
be fatal.

No one knows exactly what causes 
granulomatosis with polyangiitis. It 
appears to develop after an infection 
or other inflammation-causing event 
triggers an abnormal reaction from the 
immune system.

As Stockwell fought the disease, he 
went through quite the struggle. At one 
point, Becky, who was with him in the 
hospital, had seen him not breathing 
and went to find a nurse. When they 
returned, the nurse issued an immediate 
“Code Blue” and doctors, nurses and oth-
ers were called in to try and resuscitate 
Stockwell. After being gone for longer 
than a minute, he was brought back to 
life.

“I was on the prayer chains every-
where and when I speak about my story 
I always start with, ‘I want to thank you 
and how many of you believe in prayer?’” 
Stockwell said. “I know that is all that 
saved me. I thanked the doctor of my 
wife many times because if it wasn’t for 
them sending me to Miami Valley, I don’t 
think I would have been saved. I knew 
when I died there were three things that 
I thought. It is not the way I want it, 
the girls will be all right, and Kevin and 
Becky will be all right. I apologized to 
my wife because if the good Lord had 
come for me that night, I was ready to go 
and would’ve went, but I never saw him.”

Since, Stockwell has been recovering 
and said that he has only felt pain once, 
despite his feet that continue to give him 
trouble. It is due to this that he has been 
unable to return to his passion, that is 
until his son Kevin decided to do some-
thing incredible for his father. A video, 
which has now been viewed over two 
million times on Facebook, shows the 
amazing act.

Kevin, and friends of the family, helped 
his dad by lifting him on the end of a 
tractor bucket up to the driver’s seat of a 
combine. Thanks to the updated controls 
of the combine and a little instruction 
from Kevin, Stockwell was able to help 
with the 2016 harvest by harvesting 
some of the family corn. Even though he 

was only in for a few minutes, it brought 
a small tear to his eye to be able to do 
what he has loved his entire life.

“Last year I didn’t feel up to it, and 
I didn’t care too much this year, but I 
know he really wanted me to drive bad 
and I thought, ‘By golly I’m going to do 
it,’” Stockwell said. “It was a piece of 
cake. It felt wonderful to get back into 
the driver’s seat. They lifted me up to it 
and I walked across since I had railings 
and stuff to hold on to. It was a different 
combine than what I was used to, and 
man, I felt awful good.”

With a long life lived, Stockwell has 
learned the importance of his family. He 
said that whenever he had a need they 
saw to it and he couldn’t be prouder of 
his children. Stockwell said that the farm 
is in the very capable hands of his son 
Kevin and he knows that he will take 
good care of the family business.

“I would like the farm to stay in the 
family, but I am not going to leave any 
strings attached,” Stockwell said. “It 
has been a wonderful life and we are so 
blessed with this family. We both had 
good moms and dads, kids, grandkids 
and now we are on great-grandkids. 
We are very family oriented and are so 
blessed with those we have. I said awhile 
back that when I needed something it 
was there, whatever it was. It is just won-
derful and it’s been a wonderful life.”

A life of farming and family
Video of Stockwell goes viral on Facebook

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photo
Roger Stockwell (seated) is pictured with his wife Becky and son Kevin during his interview at the 
Record-Herald Thursday. After dealing with a life-threatening disease, Stockwell was able to return 
to help with the family farm by harvesting a bit of corn. His beloved passion of agriculture has led to 
a full family who continues to support each other no matter what.
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By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

In 1810, when pioneers started 
homesteading in Fayette County, 
the land was wild territory. The soil, 
which had laid untouched for thou-
sands of years, was black, rich and 
boggy. It would be excellent soil for 
growing crops but first it had to be 
drained.

Once the drainage ditches had been 
put in place, farmers grew corn in 
abundance and that led to the raising 
of hogs. In the early days of the coun-
ty, agricultural societies were suc-
cessful. Farmers would gather at fairs 
and show off their corn and wheat, 
their cattle, hogs and horses. Not to 
be left out, the farmers’ wives would 
share their quilts, flowers and canned 
goods. Most of the early fair records 
have been lost or destroyed, but it is 
believed that the first Fayette County 
Fair was held in 1845. However, one 
document, a fair book, indicates the 
first fair may have been held as early 
as 1821.

When the state fair started interfer-
ing with local county societies, the 
local societies began mostly holding 
horse races at the fair. This did not 
sit well with many of the Fayette 
County farmers and they stopped 
bringing in their exhibits. The county 
fair became almost non-existent.

Having had enough, some enter-
prising farmers took hold of the situ-
ation and formed new county agri-
cultural societies and held credible 
annual exhibits again.

On Jan. 11, 1901, a new agricul-
tural society was formed in Fayette 
County named the Fayette County 
Agricultural Society. This new soci-
ety had a representative from each of 
the 10 townships seated on its board. 
Noted in Frank M. Allen’s History 
of Fayette County, 1914, “This new 
society has been very successful by 
the number of attendees, exhibits 
of products of the soil, the array of 
blooded stock and the races draw 
large crowds. The fair grounds are 
located about one-half mile from the 

courthouse.”
“Fayette County has long been 

noted for its excellent farmers’ insti-
tutes and its annual corn shows. 
Agricultural Extension schools have 
done wonderful work in advancing 
the science of agricultural in this part 
of Ohio. At the seventh annual Corn 
Show, held in Jeffersonville in 1914, 
150 farmers received instructions. 
The corn contest was spirited with 
177 entries of high grade corn.”

The sentence about the fairgrounds 
being located one-half mile from the 
courthouse is not an error. The Fay-
ette County fairs were held on a tract 
of land on the east side of Washing-
ton C.H., between Columbus Avenue 
and Willard Street, from 1821 until 
1885. ABC Pediatrics has an office 
on this site today. Interestingly, after 
the fair abandoned this land, it was 
used for many years for circus shows. 
A Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show was 
held on the site in 1895. Several years 
later the show was held in a field off 
South Fayette Street. Both shows 
resembled rodeos of today with the 
added plus of an Indian battle, a 
stagecoach holdup and fancy shoot-
ing by Buffalo Bill and Annie Oakley.

Sometime in 1885, another com-
pany known as the Fayette County 
Fair Company was organized, and the 
1886 fair was held on grounds located 
on the CCC Highway, now the site 
of the current Fayette County Fair-
grounds. Buildings on the fairgrounds 
in early 1885 were the grandstand, 
an octagonal art hall, a horticultural 
hall, a few livestock barns and two 
long strings of “shed row” barns 
along Leesburg Avenue. Just as the 
grandstand was nearing completion, 
the cyclone of Sept. 8, 1885, caused 
devastation all over the fairgrounds. 
However, the grandstand remained 
upright. It is still standing as of this 
writing, slightly altered and much 
repaired. The original heavy timbers 
are still there. (It is noted here that 
the grandstand is inspected every 
year for insurance purposes.)

The Fayette County Fair Company 
was successful until 1932, when 

the fair was virtually rained out for 
the third consecutive year and the 
depression hit hard in the county. It 
was the last year for this company. 
The gate receipts had tumbled, races 
were next to impossible to run and 
the midway was closed.

The next year, the fairground was 
leased to Frank Woodland, a Bloom-
ingburg resident, who promoted a 
harness horse race with a midway on 
the side in 1933. The closing of the 
Fayette County Fair was a great dis-
appointment to everyone, especially 
the boys and girls in the new 4-H 
program. Although 4-H projects were 
completed and shown, there were no 
agricultural or livestock exhibits.

The following year, 1934, the fair 
was held on the streets of Washing-
ton C. H. under the sponsorship of 
a group of area businessmen. It did 
not take the place of the traditional 
county fair.

In 1935, the Business and Civic 
Association held a street fair similar 
to the Circleville Pumpkin Show. 
Premiums were awarded for exhib-
its of farm products and domestic 
art, but still something was lacking. 

Livestock shows could not be held on 
city streets and in a horse-oriented 
county like Fayette, it just was not a 
fair without harness horse racing.

Two years later the goal to have the 
traditional fair reinstated was met. 
In 1937, the new and current Fayette 
County Agricultural Society was 
formed with one important change 
for its board: its members were equal-
ly divided between rural and city resi-
dents, a division that has proven very 
satisfactory.

The Fayette County Fair has 
become one of the premier fairs in 
Ohio and its harness racing has come 
to be recognized as among the best at 
Ohio fairs.

It is important to note here that the 
Fayette County Fairgrounds is wholly 
owned and operated by the Fayette 
County Agricultural Society’s Board 
of Directors. Jim Kirk took office 
as president of the Fayette County 
Agricultural Society in 1985. Kirk 
was the longest serving president, 
having held the office for 35 years. 
According to Kirk, he and Harold 

Fayette County Fair has long and storied history

Submitted photos
First Fayette County 4-H Sheep Club Willard Bitzer was the advisor.

See FAIR | 5
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Skaggs, who spent 22 years 
as groundskeeper, oversaw 
many of the major changes 
that took place in recent 
decades:

1980s - In the parking lot, 
a drainage ditch was dug, a 
4” pipe was laid to enhance 
parking.

• An 18” drainage pipe was 
installed from the infield to 
the front of the grandstand. 
The project was completed 
quickly so as not to interrupt 
harness training laps.

• The Jack Brennan 12 
stall horse barn was built.

1982 – The Three Moms’ 
Catering service was started.

1984 - The permanent 
stalls were built with assis-
tance from Jack’s Mfg.

1985 – The front entrance 
to the fair was closed perma-
nently to motor traffic.

• The electric service was 
enhanced.

• Safety during demoli-
tion derbies was enhanced 
by installing a barrier in the 
arena area.

• The Junior Fair prac-
tice and show arenas were 
updated.

• The Society bought 10 
acres adjacent to fairgrounds 
fronting U.S. Rte 22 and the 
35-by-pass. Four of those 
acres were sold to the County 
at a reasonable price for the 

benefit of consolidating the 
soil conservation office, the 
extension office, and the farm 
service agency. The building 
was completed in 1993 and 
fronts Route 22.

• Installed blacktop from 
the front of the Mahan to the 
front gate.

1988 - Through personal 
contacts, Jim Kirk was able 
to obtain from the State 
Highway Department a per-
mit to install an exit gate on 
the new 10 acres.

• The entire race track was 
resurfaced. The track had 
been worn down to bedrock; 
stone and rocks were surfac-
ing. With 200 loads of clay 
from the back parking lot, the 
track was resurfaced with a 
12° bank.

1990 - Completed instal-

lation of catch basins in the 
parking lot.

1991 - Completed the 
breezeway to connect the 
Mahan and Fine Arts build-
ings.

1992 - First year for the 
Fayette Classic.

1994 - The Little Red 
School House was built. See 
the side story.

2000 - The hub rail around 
the outside of the track was 
removed for safety reasons 
and replaced by pylons.

2007 - 113 camp sites were 
created on the six acres left 
from the original 1985 10 
acre purchase.

2008 - A new hog barn was 
built replacing the original 
one built in the 1920’s. This 
construction was funded 
through individual donations 

and fund raising projects.
2009 - In conjunction with 

the County Engineer’s Office, 
all the blacktop was resur-
faced.

2010 - A new sheep barn 
was built to replace the ice-
damaged one.

2011 – The Three Moms’ 
Catering service closed its 
business.

Bob Schwartz and Doug 
Marine added that over the 
last 22 years, Sonny John-
son and Wesley Black have 
planted at least 60 native 
trees on the fairgrounds and 
at least six more trees have 
been planted in memory of 
deceased loved ones.

Also during this time a 
new small animal barn was 
completed with monies gifted 
to the Agricultural Society 

through the generosity of 
the Jean Barger Rice Trust. 
The new barn was up before 
the 2015 fair. The society 
also completed a new cattle 
barn. This construction was 
possible through a generous 
donation from the Will and 
Marjorie Braun Trust.

Additionally, the Mahan 
Building, Fine Arts Build-
ing and Breezeway all went 
through renovations.

Reporter’s Note: Information for the 
first half of this story was gleaned from 
the B. E. Kelley article in The Record 
Herald 1976 Bicentennial publication, 
and from Frank M. Allen’s History of 
Fayette County 1914. The second half 
of the article came from an interview 
this reporter conducted with Jim Kirk, 
Past President (1985-2011), Doug 
Marine, Past President (2012-2014), 
Bob Schwartz, current President for the 
Fayette County Agricultural Society, and 
Faith Cottrill, Society Secretary.

MINDFUL HEALING AND BEHAVIORAL SOLUTIONS, LLC
36 Washington Square 

Washington Court House, OH 43160 USA
614.204.2196

sbach@mindfulhealingservices.com

MINDFUL HEALING AND 
BEHAVIORAL SOLUTIONS

40958148

Sandra Bach
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Photos of the Fayette County fair queens can be viewed in the Mahan Building. First place 1930 Fayette County fair ribbon.

From page 4

Fair
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‘Feels like he is looking over us’

By Ryan Carter
For Spectrum Magazine

When Aubrey McCoy won the grand 
champion hog trophy July 20 last year 
at the Fayette County Fair, it was a 
moment of pure joy and accomplish-
ment for the 14-year-old and her family 
- a proud family with a strong tradition 
of raising and showing hogs.

But as the moment subsided and the 
celebration ended following a long, 
arduous day of hog-showing, the trophy 
presentation itself evoked a brand new 
wave of emotion for several who were 
involved in the process. It wasn’t so 
much the trophy, but rather the name 
that’s engraved on it - the man who the 
trophy is named for: Mark Garland.

Mark, another hog enthusiast whose 
family has deep roots in the Fayette 
County farming community, was diag-
nosed with cystic fibrosis at 8-months-
old.

“It’s hereditary, both my wife 
(Melissa) and I have the gene,” said his 
father, Jim Garland. “They say that 50 
percent of those diagnosed so young 
die by the age of 18. But not Mark.”

No, Mark beat the odds. With a zest 
for life and a passion for hogs and fast 
cars, he lived until the age of 26 before 
finally succumbing to the disease which 
causes persistent lung infections and 
limits the ability to breathe over time.

“He was in the hospital for years. He 
had to have a lung transplant in ‘02 and 
then he died in ‘03,” said Jim.

“He always loved the hogs,” his 
father said. “He showed hogs for about 
10 years and he just loved that part of 
it. When he was sick, I kind of fought 
with him about it….I just thought he 
didn’t need to be doing it with the 
smell and everything. But he just loved 
it, there was no stopping him.”

Since Mark passed away, his father 
donates enough money to ensure that 
every year, the hog grand champion-

ship trophy is named after his beloved 
son.

“It’s been sponsored in his name 
for 13 years,” said Garland. “I was in 
the photo in the Record-Herald with 
Aubrey and I was holding the trophy. 
Some people were probably wonder-
ing, ‘Why is that fool standing there 
in the picture holding the trophy?’ But 
it’s because I wanted to sponsor it in 
Mark’s name. The first couple of years, 
I couldn’t get in there for the picture, I 
would get too choked up. But especially 
this year with Aubrey winning and 
knowing how close Mark and Aubrey’s 
father were, I decided to do it.”

Aubrey’s father is Bryan McCoy, 
who had much success as a hog show-
man in his own right. Twenty-three 
years before Aubrey claimed the top 
prize, Bryan won the grand champion 
hog trophy at the Fayette County Fair. 
Eight years prior, Bryan’s sister, Betha-
ny, won the state grand championship.

Success in the hog business has 

always been important to the McCoy 
family, but the relationships they’ve 
built along the way have always meant 
even more.

Bryan and Mark Garland were close 
friends growing up on their respective 
farms as neighbors. Bryan graduated 
from Miami Trace in 1994 and Mark in 
‘95.

“We were friends in high school and 
even into our college years,” Bryan 
said. “We were friends as long as I can 
remember. We had a lot in common, 
both of us were raised on hog farms. I 
took some tips from him when he was 
showing hogs. He was in my wedding 
in 2000. He was a funny guy. He used 
to always say, ‘Mark is my name, red 
hogs are my game.’”

Bryan was visibly emotional follow-
ing his daughter’s victory at this year’s 
fair. The reason is twofold.

“Just all the time, effort and hard 
work finally paid off for her, and I was 
very proud,” he said. “We’ve been 

pretty successful doing this. My girls 
(Aubrey and Hillary) do a great job and 
they stay humble. I tell both of them, 
‘Don’t ever give anybody a reason not 
to like you.’ Because sometimes when 
you’re successful, you’re going to have 
those people out there who just look 
for a reason not to.”

Also in Bryan’s thoughts was the man 
he grew up with, a man who meant 
so much to him. Mark’s influence and 
legacy have shown themselves in many 
tangible ways, but then there are also 
several almost uncanny signs that Mark 
may have been looking down on the 
market hog show last July. Interestingly 
enough, they all involve the number 13.

“This stuff was brought to my atten-
tion. I’ve been a Catholic all my life and 
Catholics aren’t supposed to be super-
stitious,” Jim Garland said while chuck-
ling. “Thirteen is supposed to be an 
unlucky number, you go to most hotels 
and hardly is that number ever on the 

Mark Garland leaves 
legacy on county hog show

Mark Garland, who died of cystic fibrosis in 2003, is an inspiration for many of today’s local 4-Hers who show hogs. He had a strong passion for showing 
hogs, as seen here at the Fayette County Fair.

See LEGACy | 7
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floor. But I’m not going to be scared of 
it anymore.”

It was 13 years ago that Mark passed 
away. Aubrey was 13 at the beginning 
of the 4-H year, a year that culminated 
in her grand championship victory. Her 
champion hog’s ear tag was 292, which 
adds up to 13. Bryan was born in ‘76, 
which adds up to 13. Bethany McCoy’s 
state fair hog championship came in 
‘85, also adding up to 13. Bryan gradu-
ated from high school in ‘94, which of 
course, adds up to 13.

“It was our lucky number this year,” 
said Jim, who also has fond memories 
of being neighbors with the McCoy 
family.

“Roger McCoy, Bryan’s father, had 
a great big farm and we were always 
neighbors, we lived in the same town-
ship,” Jim said. “We would have parties 
together, they would throw a big barn 
party every year. My sister, Nancy, 
graduated with Roger. I know Mark 
would’ve been happy to see Aubrey win 

this year.”
Another close friend of Mark Gar-

land’s, Nathan Warner, was also moved 
by Aubrey’s accomplishment and 
watching Jim hold the trophy. To this 
day, Warner is still close with Mark’s 
younger brother, Luke Garland. Also, 
Warner just happens to be the person 
who sold to the McCoys the hog that 
became this year’s grand champion.

“We’ve sold them hogs for a long 
time,” Warner said. “I’ve been close 
to both the McCoys and the Garlands. 
I’m good buddies with Luke and knew 
his older brother well. We made quite 
a few trips to visit Mark when he was 
at the Cleveland Clinic, when he had a 
lung transplant. I’m glad I knew him.”

Warner sent a message to Luke Gar-
land the night of Aubrey’s victory.

“Makes me think back at why I chase 
this whole pig thing around and it all 
goes back to Mark and you,” Warner 
wrote. “Well today when we pictured 
the barrow after show, your dad 
brought out the grand trophy from the 
Mark Garland family. Man, I could’ve 
cried like a baby right on the spot. 
Feels like he is looking over us.”

From page 6

Legacy

Aubrey McCoy (center) won the grand champion market hog prize July 20 at the Fayette County Fair 
market hog show. Pictured with Aubrey are Fayette County Fair Queen Bethany Reiterman, Fayette 
County Pork Queen Hannah Casto, Aubrey’s sister Hillary, the judge of the show, Nathan Day, and Jim 
Garland. Garland is the father of Mark Garland, whose name is on the grand championship trophy.
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By Phil French
For Spectrum Magazine

A significant advance 
toward the more convenient 
and cost-effective feeding of 
hogs dawned when George 
Smidley invented and pat-
ented his “automatic hog 
feeder” in 1922. At that time 
Smidley owned and operated 
a large farm north of New 
Holland.

By 1926, brothers Webber 
C. French and Charles C. 
French opened a business 
in New Holland, and build-
ing Smidley Hog Feeders 
soon became a major part of 
that operation. The broth-
ers’ partnership dissolved in 
1933. Charles continued the 
hardware, lumber and coal 
yard business, while Web-
ber concentrated on the hog 
feeder manufacturing.

The Smidley feeder and 
hog house business thrived, 
and it was eventually moved 
to a larger facility in Wash-
ington C.H. — near the cor-
ner of Delaware Street and 
Rose Avenue. As production 
increased, so did demand 
and sales. Dealerships were 
developed in Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois. A pair of large 
flatbed trucks were on the 
road constantly delivering 
product.

Smidley feeders and hog 
houses, with their bright 
orange paint jobs, became 
familiar sights around the 
rural landscapes throughout 
the Midwest.

Following Webber French’s 
death in 1953, his son, Ray, 
took over the business. He 
soon began to modernize and 
expand the factory. So as to 
compete in the cattle feeding 
industry, Ray designed the 
aptly-named Steer Stuffer 
and Calfateria feeders. 

These new products were 
well-received, and they soon 
began showing up in feedlots 
in Ohio and surrounding 
states.

In 1958, in order to expand 
and to supply the more west-
erly states of their market 

with Smidley farm lot equip-
ment, Mr. French built a new 
manufacturing plant in Britt, 
Iowa. The following year, the 
entire business was sold to 
Sam Marting of Washington 
C.H. The long-standing Web-
ber C. French Mfr. became 

Marting Manufacturing 
Company.

As a continuing tribute 
to George Smidley’s clever 
design, the products are 
manufactured to this day 
at the Britt, Iowa plant. No 
longer under Marting owner-

ship, the Iowa plant is now 
known as Smidley Manufac-
turing, Inc. While the materi-
als used and the construction 
techniques have been mod-
ernized and streamlined, the 
distinctive orange paint job 
remains.

Agricultural invention meets business opportunity

Photo courtesy of Phil French
This photo was taken on George Smidley’s farm north of New Holland in 1929. Left to right are Webber C. French, Hulse Hayes (sales manager), Mr. Dixon (dark coat, 
on the feeder), George Smidley (large man sitting toward the front), Lonnie Morris, O.C. Dennis (plant foreman), unknown.
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To market, to market: the legacy of the Rife farm
By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

When Edna Rife’s father 
purchased a farm a few miles 
outside of Washington Court 
House in 1963, the place was 
in pretty bad shape. Edna and 
her husband, Bob, married the 
year before and were ready to 
settle down. With persever-
ance and determination, Edna 
and Bob raised new buildings 
on the farm, started a family 
and managed a hundred-head 
calf feeder cattle operation.

Fifty-four years later the 
farm is still family-owned and 
proud to be one of Fayette 
County’s finest cattle farms on 
the market. Today Edna, 75, is 
semi-retired. Bob died in 2014 
and the farm operation passed 
to his son, Mike. Mike and his 
family continue to manage the 
571 acres that comprise the 
farm’s daily operations, which 
include farming soy, corn, 
wheat and hay and the Rife 
Family Show Cattle, an aspect 
of the farm that markets show-
ring quality cattle.

“That’s part of his legacy,” 
said Edna, referring to the beef 
cattle that was a passion in the 
work her late husband did on 
the farm.

It was Bob’s passion for 
cattle in his early life that 
propelled the farm operations 
forward over the years into 
the market success it is today. 
While Bob was attending 
school in Leesburg, he lived on 
a farm and was active in FFA, 
showing beef cattle at the Fay-
ette County Fair.

“He just never lost that pas-
sion,” said Edna.

The calf feeder cattle opera-
tion started by Edna and Bob 
in 1963 confined the animals 
to a feedlot.

“Bob would raise feeder 
calves, but also buy them, 

and then feed them out in the 
feedlot and then sell them for 
market,” said Edna. “But back 
then, it wasn’t prosperous 
anymore to do that. A lot of 
people went out of business 
after a few years of doing that. 
So Bob went into cow-calve 
operations.”

Bob began working to raise 
calves for the beef industry, 
and when their four children, 
Anita, Mike, Sarah and Mark, 
became interested in showing 
at the fair, Bob and Edna start-
ed to look at some of the ways 
the breeds could be improved 
for show (Edna said she and 
Bob even went to classes to 
learn how to perform artificial 
insemination). All four of Edna 
and Bob’s children went on to 
become active members of 4-H 
and FFA, showing calves at the 
Fayette County Fair.

Today their son Mike has 
around 40 cows and cow 
calves and keeps up with the 
strong commitment to raising 
calves for 4-H shows.

“He just started getting 
really involved in selling 4-H 
calves, so now it’s basically 
a club calf operation,” said 
Edna.

The cows and calves are no 
longer raised in the feedlot.

“Now they are pastured 
out in the fields. They have 
a feedlot, but it’s not where 
they are raised, they come in 
and eat and drink there,” said 
Edna.

Each year the family antici-
pates the arrival of new calves 
with births beginning in 
January and ending sometime 
in March. Bidding begins 
in April, and then it’s time 
to focus on breeding again, 
which lasts from April to May.

The cows have a nine-
month gestation period, much 
like people do, said Edna. “It’s 
a long process.”

Their dedication to the long 
process has been a 54-year 
success. Not only were Edna 
and Bob’s four children active 
in showing calves, but their 
grandchildren also became 
active members in FFA and 
4-H. Each generation came 
home with champion awards 
to proudly show off the 
results of their hard work in 
the cattle market.

With 11 granddaughters 
and two grandsons, Edna said 
they don’t know who might 
be interested in carrying the 
family’s legacy forward yet 
with the family farm, if any-
one. Small, rural family farms 
are disappearing, said Edna.

“Mike’s just basically on 
his own now,” said Edna. 
She said that cattle bidding 
and market sales are now 

online. In 54 years there’s one 
thing that Edna said hasn’t 
changed: “The calves and 

the cows are still there on 
the farm where we started in 
1963.”

Photos courtesy of Edna Rife and Sarah Miller
The farm, in this undated photograph, looked just like this when Edna’s father purchased it in 1963. The old house and log 
barn were torn down and replaced.

Sarah Miller (Rife), the 1992 beef queen at the Fayette County Fair, won reserve 
grand champion with her steer.
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County has had its share of agricultural challenges
By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Despite the drainage problems that 
plagued Fayette County in the mid-to-
late 1800s, the county has been blessed 
with rich soil that nourished its people 
and fed its animals. In his book, “Histo-
ry of Fayette County, Ohio, 1914,” Mr. 
Frank M. Allen wrote: “Fayette County 
was one of the banner counties in Ohio. 
In 1860, it was listed with fourteen of 
the best counties in Ohio when it came 
to corn production. Fayette was third 
in rank among these counties and pro-
duced two million, sixty-five thousand, 
seven hundred, thirty-nine bushels 
of corn that year. Corn and livestock, 
horses and cattle have been, together 
with the immense droves of hogs, the 
source of this county’s great wealth.”

In the early 1900s, Fayette County 
was dealing with an epidemic. Not 
among its residents, but among its hog 
population. Hog cholera was running 
rampant, probably more in Fayette 
than any other Ohio county. Tens of 
thousands of valuable swine were lost 

due to this dreaded animal disease. 
So alarming was this situation in Ohio 
that the State Legislature, prompted by 
petitions from farmers and stockmen, 
appropriated $20,000 to experiment 
with certain supposed remedies and 
Fayette County was selected as the 
county to test these remedies.

All testing was under the supervi-
sion of the State of Ohio and in Fayette 
County the treatment was free. At one 
point there were as many as 29,000 
hogs in three townships alone being 
treated. The disease was conquered 
and the success in Fayette County 
served as a model for the state.

In 1929, a short 16 years after the 
hog cholera epidemic, Fayette County 
agriculture was again under attack. 
This time it was an invasion of Euro-
pean corn borers. The infestation was 
so severe that a quarantine of all green 
corn was placed on Fayette County. 
Federal officers were conducting 
vehicle searches at all roads leading out 
of the county. It was not until hybrid 
corn, with more resistant strains, was 
developed that such problems were 

greatly reduced. Fayette County also 
dealt with drought, wind, floods, and 
the 17-year locust.

Looking to improve the local agricul-
ture with better breeds, better yields 
and to further mechanize the agricul-
tural business, many Fayette County 
farmers developed new ways to farm. 
Some of these new ideas received gov-
ernment patents.

Mr. William Blessing developed a 
one row corn planter in 1859. The 
plow was manufactured from a plant 
in Jeffersonville, Ohio for a number 
of years.

Nathaniel Edwards, who lived 
in Paint Township, patented his 
improved corn receivers in 1879. Just 
two years later he was credited with a 
patent on a new corn loader.

Buena Vista’s Charles Burnett 
recorded inventions of or improve-
ments in corn boxes, farm gates 
(manufactured locally) and roofing 
and warmers for livestock waterers. 
He invented a garden plow or cultiva-
tor in 1927.

Jim Morris patented a wire fence 

guard that helped save wire fences 
from being trampled by livestock. 
New Holland area farmer, George 
Smidley, invented the hog feeder 
which was the predecessor of the 
Webber C. French manufacturing 
plant and then the Marting Manufac-
turing plant.

Experimentation also extended to 
seed corn improvements with at least 
four strains traced to Fayette County 
farmers.

As an agricultural county, we have 
little control over the weather, how-
ever, we can control the husbandry 
of the land. That is exactly what our 
early settlers and pioneers discovered 
when they moved to this area. Due to 
their far-sightedness and the contin-
ued care of the land by local farmers 
today, Fayette County is still one of 
the premiere agricultural counties in 
the State of Ohio.

Some facts for this article were taken 
from The History of Fayette County, 
Ohio by Frank M. Allen, 1914 and 
Fayette County, Ohio A Pictorial His-
tory by Carol Witherspoon Carey



2017 SPECTRUM Washington C.H. Record-Herald12    March 2, 2017

Fayette County Classic to celebrate 30 years of existence
By Chris Hoppes
For Spectrum Magazine

Harness racing has been a mainstay 
at county fairs throughout Ohio for 
almost 140 years.

The first Fayette County Classic 
race was held at the fair in 1987.

2017 will mark the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Classic. It was not contested 
in 2013 due to a decrease in the num-
ber of horses that fit the criteria.

“In the mid-1980s, Great Oaks Joint 
Vocational School was over here,” 
Dr. Robert Schwartz, president of 
the Fayette County Fair Board and 
equine doctor for Midland Acres, 
said. “Larry Richards was the instruc-
tor. We wanted to come up with, basi-
cally, a feature or signature race, for 
2-year-old colts.

“We wanted to limit (the Classic) 
to horses who were sired by sires 
standing here in Fayette County,” 
Schwartz said. “At that time, when 
we started, there was Fair Chance 
Farm, there was Midland Acres, 

Kenny Kirk was standing some stal-
lions at his farm in New Holland.

“We came up with the idea that we 
would start this race and see how it 
was perceived,” Schwartz said. “It 
was very well-received, because the 
purses were always higher than the 
regular OCRA (Ohio Colt Racing 
Association) stake races here. There 
were no restrictions on the owners 
of the horses. We had people win it 
from Michigan, all parts of Ohio, also 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky.

“The colts or fillies that raced 
out here had to be sired by a stal-
lion standing in Fayette County,” 
Schwartz said. “The foal could be 
foaled anywhere; the owner could live 
anywhere, so, there were no restric-
tions in that regard.

“Through the years, various things 
have evolved,” Schwartz said. “We 
had some celebrity races early on that 
were well-received. We’re thinking 
about bringing back a celebrity race 
this year.

“We’re going to re-name this race 

The Dr. D.E. Mossbarger Fayette 
County Classic,” Schwartz said. 
“We’re going to honor Dr. Mossbarg-
er, the (former) owner of Midland 
Acres. We may call it the Dr. D.E. 
(Mossie) Mossbarger Classic.

“We went through a period where 
we had a lot of foals,” Schwartz said. 
“Then the number of foals began 
to decrease. In 2013, there weren’t 
enough eligible foals to have the race. 
That was the low water point for the 
number of foals; we just didn’t have 
enough to fill the race. That’s the 
only year we’ve ever missed.

“Now, the number of foals has 
increased, dramatically,” Schwartz 
said. “There are almost twice as 
many foals as there used to be. We’re 
back to normal, now. This bodes very 
well for the race. We ought to have a 
good quality of horses and hopefully 
a full field of horses this year to go in 
the Classic.

“One of the conditions of the Clas-
sic is, we only start eight horses,” 
Schwartz said. “If we have 15 

entered, we’ll take the top eight 
money-winners and that’s the way we 
will fill the race. It’s not going to be 
a two-division race. We want to keep 
it so the winner is going to receive a 
sizable check.

“Some of the changes over the 
years…it used to be just for colts 
and geldings,” Schwartz said. “Then 
we opened it up so the fillies could 
compete with the boys. We have had 
a few fillies that have won the race. 
Two Friskie was a filly who won the 
Classic in 2012.

“The drivers used to really like to 
win the race, because Carroll Hal-
liday, early on, would donate a new 
car or truck for them to drive for 10 
days,” Schwartz said. “That was a 
very sought-after perk.”

“I think it was during the late 
1800’s when harness racing was initi-
ated at the fair,” Schwartz said. “At 
the first county fair, the centerpiece 
was probably harness racing. If we 
look at old photographs, the place 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
Dirty Steve is pictured in the winner’s circle in front of the McDonald’s Grandstand after winning the Fayette County Classic Saturday, July 23, 2016. (l-r); Travis Kelly, Fair Board Director; Dr. Bob Schwartz, 
Fair Board President; Richard Brown, Mark Rowe, trainer; John Mossbarger, representing Midland Acres; Parker Smith, Bruce Kirk, Fayette County Harness Horsemen’s Association; Jeremy Smith, driver; Jay 
Mossbarger, Midland Acres; Shari Rowe, Ron Burke, Fair Board Director, presenting trophy to Matt Rowe, owner of Dirty Steve.

See CLASSIC | 13
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was packed. At that time, 
horses were king and every-
body wanted the bragging 
rights that they had the fast-
est horse. you had a lot of 
local involvement and a lot of 
local interest; people wanted 
to see these horses race.

“There was harness racing 
at the initial county fair,” 
Schwartz said. “The Fayette 
County Agricultural Society 
was formed in 1859. There 
are a lot of fair board direc-
tors that have come and gone 
since 1859. The first fair in 
Fayette County did not occur 
until 1879. There might have 
been exhibitions before that. 
Harness racing would have 
been the centerpiece of that 
fair, along with livestock 
exhibits, a very rural display 
of crops and things.”

Referring back to the 
Fayette County Classic, 
Schwartz noted the number 
of local drivers and trainers 
involved with winning the 
Classic.

“This is their source of 
employment,” Schwartz said. 
“There are a lot of hours 
involved. I don’t know of a 
business where it’s more of 
a roller-coaster ride. you can 
have a great horse one day 
and come in the next day and 
have a career-ending injury 
on that horse. you can be sky-

high and then down in the 
dumps awfully quick.

“I don’t know of anything 
that’s more rewarding than 
to work with a colt; to break 
him and train him and take 
him to the races and he 
turns out to be a champion,” 
Schwartz said. “There’s an 
old saying that the outside of 
a horse does good things to 
the inside of a man. There’s 
just something about it. If 
you really like the horses, it’s 
very infectious.”

Charlie Stevens, a member 
of the speed committed from 
1999 to 2001, was part owner 
of Chadrico Special, who won 
the Classic in 1992. That 
horse was driven and trained 

by the late Alvin Long.
“It was quite exciting,” 

Stevens said. “Those horses 
are our babies. I only owned 
a third of him. It was excit-
ing, especially when he won 
six races in a row that year, 
including the Classic. He 
won the two heats of the 
Classic, which was on a Sat-
urday.

“In the first heat, he beat a 
pretty good horse,” Stevens 
said. “One of the top horses 
in Ohio. Then, in the second 
heat, he won pretty easy.

“He was a spooky horse,” 
Stevens said. “He wore a 
hood, and earplugs, head 
poles and can’t-see-backs.

“The next Saturday, we 

took him to the State fair at 
Scioto Downs and he was 
second in the elimination 
and fifth in final, which had a 
purse of $40,000.

“He ended up getting 
hurt after Ridgewood (or 
Richwood),” Stevens said. 
“He was one of those horses 
that, when he got the lead, 
he wouldn’t give it up. He 
won the Classic by eight or 
10 lengths. He wasn’t a sissy, 
that’s for sure.

“I was also part owner of 
Steady Mahone, who won 

the Classic in 1995,” Stevens 
said.

“There was a lot of excite-
ment with the Classic,” 
Stevens said. “Drivers would 
talk about it at the track, 
‘Hey, you giving that car 
away.’ There was always 
a nice trophy. The trainer 
received a stopwatch and 
the driver got the car (for 10 
days).”

Enjoy the Fayette County 
Fair this summer and be sure 
to attend the 2017 Fayette 
County Classic harness race.

From page 12

Classic

Chadrico Special won the Fayette County Classic Aug. 1, 1992.

Courtesy photo
JR Martindale drives past the McDonald’s Grandstand during the first Fayette 
County Classic held during the fair. He is driving Mickey Spurt, owned by 
Marlene Martindale.
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By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Back in the late 1700s, a pioneer, 
walking west to find good land for a 
farm, came upon a creek teeming with 
fish. There were deer, squirrel and 
pheasants in abundance, and nuts and 
berries among the second growth.

He lay down his few possessions and 
went to work measuring and clearing a 
piece of land that he would plant with 
his precious supply of seed corn. When 
the crop was in he proceeded to fell the 
trees needed to erect a small, one-room 
cabin and when completed he brought 
his wife and children to their new 
home.

These two paragraphs depict a scene 
that was repeated thousands of times 
as men, alone or with families, started 
the migration west at the end of the 
Revolutionary War. America was now 

an independent nation and there were 
lands to be explored.

For more than 150 years, Fayette 
County was part of Great Britain, 
acquired in 1448 through right of 
discovery by Sebastian Cabot. In 
1609, Fayette County was deeded to 
Virginia by the King of England and 
later, during the Revolutionary War, 
the county became part of Virginia. 
In 1778, the Second Continental 
Congress deeded Virginia’s surplus 
territory to the United States govern-
ment, calling it the Virginia Military 
Lands. These lands were eventually 
given to soldiers from Virginia who 
served in the army during the war. 
The earliest settler to what is now 
Fayette County is believed to have 
been William Robinson and family, 
moving here from Greene County 
and settling in what is now Jefferson 
Township around 1793.

The land grant farms were usu-
ally large tracts of land. The work 
was mostly manual, performed by 
man and animal. Today the farms 
are smaller and the work is mostly 
done with electronics, and occasion-
ally battery and electricity and even 
more rare, gasoline. Gone are items 
like the family spring, buckboards, 
mud boats, straw pikes and hay ricks. 
Also gone are grindstones and hop-
pers, threshing machines, corn and 
hay shocks, and pickle barrels. Gone, 
too, are boot jacks, milk houses, hay 
dryers, split bottom chairs, milking 
stools, windpumps, fly nets for hors-
es, cord beds, oil lamps, whitewashed 
fences, and turkey feather dusters.

The greatest value of Fayette 
County comes from its crops and 
the livestock they feed. Hogs were 
the first important source of income. 
They could forage in the woodland 
or marshes and could be driven to 
Cincinnati or Eastern markets on 
foot. Horses were raised for pride 
and pleasure rather than money. 
However, Fayette County horses have 
been in demand from the days when 
men drove hogs to Baltimore. The 
trip was 470 miles and took 40 to 
45 days. The riders used two, three 
or more horses on the trip east. If 
the horses were not sold, they were 
often ridden back by young men who 
wanted to come west. Many of these 
young men became very successful 
citizens in Fayette County. Speedy 
race horses and show horses continue 
to bring money to Fayette County 
stables today.

Stock sales begun on the streets 
of Washington Court House in 1871, 
and for many years horses, cattle and 
other animals were sold on Market 
Street and in “trade alley” on the last 
Tuesday of each month.

Agricultural societies began very 
early in Fayette County and were very 
successful for awhile. At the county 
fairs, farmers were able to show off 
their crops in the form of competition 
such as the tallest this and the lon-
gest that. Wives could show off their 

baked goods; and jams and quilts and 
animals were exhibited.

Unfortunately, there was friction 
with and interference by the state 
fairs and members started leaning 
toward horse racing. This did not sit 
well with the more practical farm-
ers and they stopped bringing their 
exhibits and fairs went down. Howev-
er, within a few years more enterpris-
ing men took hold of the matter and 
formed other county societies and 
held credible annual exhibits again. 
The new Agricultural Society in Fay-
ette County was formed on Jan. 11, 
1901. Now, as it was then, exhibits 
consist of products of the soil, a large 
variety of blooded stock and horse 
races – all of which brings in large 
crowds.

The first Grange was organized in 
Washington D.C, on Dec. 4, 1867. 
Granges are the oldest general farm 
organization in the world and the 
only farmers’ fraternity of its kind. 
Granges begin in the rural commu-
nity with local, self-governing groups. 
It is a family organization just as a 
farm is a family business. They both 
take everyone being involved in order 
to make it successful.

Fayette County was noted, among 
other things, for its farmers’ insti-
tutes and its annual corn shows 
which were held in various parts of 
the county. Also of note were the 
agricultural extension schools that 
worked tirelessly in advancing the 
science of agriculture in this part of 
Ohio. At the annual corn show held 
in Jeffersonville in 1913, 150 farmers 
received information pertinent to the 
problems of the time.

The future of agriculture in Fayette 
County is resting in the hands of 
today’s farmers. If they employ the 
same conscientious husbandry of the 
land as did the pioneers and early set-
tlers, Fayette County will continue to 
be one of the top producing produce 
and animal counties in Ohio.

Some facts for this article were taken from The History 
of Fayette County, Ohio by Frank M. Allen, 1914
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Fayette Christian School

2017-2018 Enrollment at Fayette Christian School
Offering:

• Christian Atmosphere • Challenging Curriculum • Small Classes 
• Phonetics Based Reading • Qualified Teachers

Pre-K4 MWF (AM/PM)
(4 years by Aug. 1st)

Kindergarten
(5 years by Aug. 1st)

1st-12th Grades

Call today: 740-335-7262 • FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
1315 Dayton Ave., Washington CH 43160     www.fayettechristian.org

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Fayette Christian School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accord or 
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in the administration of the educational policies, 

admission policies,  athletic and other school-administered programs.

Enroll now to givE your child thE bEst start 
to thEir futurE with a biblical foundation! 

The Investment that will last a lifetime!

• Elementary Soccer & Basketball • Girls Volleyball 
• Girls Basketball • Boys Basketball • Boys Soccer

Sports Offered:

Give your child the academic start that will last a lifetime!

Preschool 3 Program
Parents may choose from the following options:

Mon.-Wed.-Fri. Program
Morning class 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • Afternoon class 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Tues.-Thurs. Program
Morning class 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • Afternoon class 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

40956493



2017 SPECTRUM Washington C.H. Record-Herald16    March 2, 2017

By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Garland Farms, located at 
362 Bunkerhill Glendon Road, 
has been a staple of the Fayette 
County community for many 
years with its farming opera-
tion. Jim Garland recollected 
his career in agriculture and 
explained how things have 
changed for him and his busi-
ness over the years.

The Garland roots began 
when his dad, Robert Francis 
Garland, decided to move the 
family here in 1961. Originally, 
Garland remembers, their farm 
was small at around 150 to a 
couple hundred acres when 
they first arrived.

“We had a couple farms that 
were at least 100 years old,” 
Garland said. “My dad died in 
‘79 and we never really remi-
nisced, so there was a lot that 
about the farm we never really 
talked about. Up until then 
things were fun, but during 
the 70s and 80s the interest 
rates went up to 20 percent and 
things were real, real bad. We 
might have been to the 500-600 
acre area around that time.”

Garland’s mother was still 
around and he and his brother 
didn’t have a lot of debt at that 
time, but they decided to buy 
into it. He said they used some 
machinery his parents owned 

and had gotten used to it for 
awhile, but as the farm grew 
the two continued to update 
the equipment.

“It would have been bet-
ter if it was five or six years 
ago when we had really good 
prices. It was amazing how the 
prices changed,” Garland said. 
“Thankfully, we have enough 
underneath us now, but a lot of 
farmers went out in the 80s. I 
would say now we have a dozen 
or so different farms. They all 
grow and shrink, but mostly 
grow.”

Garland said that for 25 years 
the family also raised livestock, 
keeping both hogs and cows. At 
one time they raised about 40 
brood cows, which eventually 
shrank to 20 cows and calves. 
It was always complicated 
with livestock for Garland as a 
sickness or unknown problem 
would come and the animal 
could suddenly die. After 
investing hundreds of dollars 
raising the livestock and sud-
denly they are gone, the farmer 
would lose a lot. Garland hasn’t 
raised livestock for some time 
and said that most of the barns 
have been torn down, leaving 
the family to raise exclusively 
corn and soybeans.

“It’s funny, it is almost peer 
pressure,” Garland said. “We 
didn’t own very many farms, 
but most of them were half and 

half, the farmer got half and the 
landlord got half. So that is a 
lot of work for only getting half. 
Facilities for hogs cost a lot of 
money to put up, but the ones 
we had were wearing out. We 
continued to put, like a band 
aid, some wire up to fix what 
was wearing down. We could 
really survive and those times 
really taught you how to get by 
without much. If you worked 
for the school system or a gov-
ernment and something was 
wrong, you went to town and 
fixed it right, but as farmers, 
we just had to work with what 
we had.”

After having lived and 
farmed in both times, Garland 
said he would rather farm 
today than back when they 
first started. He said that now 
yields are better and genetics 
are different. years ago one 
field of corn would have yielded 
around 150 to 160 bushels, 
now those numbers are up 
closer to 200 or even a little 
more. That difference of 40 or 
more bushels would have been 
a significant amount of money 
coming to the farm.

“How farming is, we have 
no control of the price and 
yields….they are up to mother 
nature,” Garland said. “you can 
get better yields, I have a broth-
er that does it all really good. 
you could easily make the 

difference of a dollar between 
the high and low prices of that 
year. If you have a hundred 
thousand bushels you have to 
make sure you sell at the right 
time and it comes down to 
playing it by ear and a little bit 
of luck.

“The genetics have changed, 
and maybe even mother nature 
has change, because we will 
have a spell where we get 
some bad yields,” Garland 
said. “We used to plant 19 to 
20 thousand plants per acre 
and they continued to jump 
up and up to 32,000 plants 
per acre. you plant a lot more 
stalks, and you get a lot more 
ears and that is where we get 
some of that yield. We used to 
have corn a couple feet apart 
and the ears were a lot bigger, 
which would cause the stalks 
to fall over. So now we have 

more ears, but they are smaller 
and don’t fall down as easy.”

Farming in Fayette County 
has always treated Garland 
well, he said. The county 
commissioners always keep 
farmers in mind, and he said 
that after having been in 
office a couple times, he can 
understand how they think. 
Agriculture in the community 
is a big business, and pleasing 
everyone is difficult, but he 
believes that they are trying 
their hardest.

“It is fantastic and I wouldn’t 
move out of this area for noth-
ing,” Garland said. “I was 
talking with someone earlier 
and we agreed, the weather is 
crazy and bad at times, but we 
love the people and the area. I 
really like all of the farming I 
have done here. This commu-
nity is wonderful.”

Make Reading a Family Tradition

Carnegie Public Library Serving all of Fayette County

Jeffersonville 
Library

8 N. Main 
Street

Phone: 
740-426-9292

40956732

127 S. North St. 
Washington 
Courthouse

740-335-2540
www.cplwcho.org

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335
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Garland details changes in farming

Photo courtesy of Jim Garland
Garland Farms
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Sanitation of Ohio

7953 US Hwy 62 SW 877-432-9666
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160 740-333-7730

www.communitysanitationohio.com
info@communitysanitationohio.com • clwhite1953@gmail.com
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Meat Goat Association celebrates 10 years
By Carole L. Pontious
For Spectrum Magazine

The Fayette County Meat Goat 
Association is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year. The purpose 
of the association is to promote the 
meat goat industry through education, 
marketing, and promotion. While the 
youngest of all commodity groups 
in Fayette County, it is a very active 
association.

In the past 10 years, the association 
has supported the Fayette County 
Junior Fair through its participation 
in the meat goat sale; its generous 
awarding of scholarships to deserving 
seniors exhibiting meat goat projects; 
and its sponsorship of the Fayette 
County Meat Goat Ambassador. This 
is all made possible through its fund-
raising efforts.

Its biggest fundraiser is held every 
year in May. The association holds a 
sanctioned American Boer Goat Asso-
ciation breeding stock show. Exhibi-
tors from as many as five different 
states are represented in this event. In 
conjunction with this breeding show, 
the association also conducts the first 
Wether jackpot show of the Midwest 
Wether Goat Series. The series is 
held throughout Ohio and concludes 
at the Ohio State Fair with various 
cash awards for each age division. The 
association also organizes the Wether 
dam and sire shows to promote the 
commercial breeders representing the 
market commodity.

A special treat during this large 
venue is the Fayette County Meat 

Goat Association Food concession 
stand. In an effort to promote its tasty 
and nutritious product, the associa-
tion sells its famous boeritto and walk-
ing tacos, which are Tex-Mex delights 
using seasoned ground Boer goat 
meat. All proceeds from the shows 
and concession stand help support the 
youth in the meat goat industry.

At the state level, the association 
participates in the Ohio Taste of Ele-
gance following the conclusion of the 
Ohio State Fair Sale of Champions. 
Members serve guests various delica-
cies made with Boer goat meat in its 
continuous effort to promote all areas 
of the meat goat industry.

The association looks to the future 
with enthusiasm in what lies ahead for 
its organization and its industry.

Courtesy photos
Members of the Fayette 
County Meat Goat 
Association at the 
Ohio State Fair Sale 
of Champions with 
their famous boeritto 
delicacies ready to be 
served to the attendees. 
Pictured from left to 
right: Mary Spencer, 
Tori Pontious, Carole 
Pontious, Cindi Grover 
and Cathy Ely.

Above, A group of junior fair exhibitors showing 
their Boer Goats. Boer Goats were brought into 
the U.S. in 1993 and have become the fastest 
growing 4-H livestock project in Ohio and the 
country. About 100 head were shown at the 2016 
Fayette County Fair.
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By Ashley Bunton
For Spectrum Magazine

Bluegrass Farms is a sup-
plier of organic, non-GMO 
soybeans across the world, 
in recent years thrusting the 
Fayette County, Ohio farm 
into the global organic food 
movement. The competition, 
driven by the demands health-
conscious consumers, is keen: 
the organic food movement is 
a billion dollar industry.

It was not always a billion 
dollar industry. Prior to the 
introduction of genetically-
modified organisms (GMO) 
in seeds in the 1990s, all 
food was considered safe for 
human consumption. Once 
the awareness that GMO 
seeds, and therefore the foods 
they were made with, had not 
been studied long-term by 
scientists before they were 
openly dispersed into the food 
chain, people went mad.

“The safety issues for the 
consumer are rather grey. 
When things are grey it is 
better to be cautious when 
making those choices. We’ve 
been dealing in non-GMO soy-
beans since 1999, right about 
the time of the introduction 
of GMO soybeans. We had to 
make the choice which one to 
pursue. We chose non-GMO,” 
said Dave Martin, president 
and owner of Bluegrass 
Farms.

Article headlines through-
out the next decade pro-
claimed a myriad of health 
concerns. In time the mad-
ness over GMO crops has not 
settled. Out of this unsettling 
grew the billion dollar non-
GMO and organic food move-
ment.

“If consumers are given a 
choice, they always choose 
non-GMO,” said Martin.

Today Bluegrass Farms’ 

focus is on soybeans and corn 
used for food. The non-GMO 
soybeans meet private sec-
tor certification standards 
through certification sources 
such as the Non-GMO project. 
If you’ve purchased a soy food 
product with a non-GMO 
label, there’s a good chance 
those soybeans came from 
Bluegrass Farms. Those same 
seeds are also traveling all 
across the world making food 
in other countries like Japan, 
Korea and Taiwan.

“The last few years we’ve 
averaged about 65,000 tons of 
soybeans a year,” said Martin.

In 2012, Bluegrass Farms 
added a state-of-the-art $10 
million grain distribution 
facility. Two directors with 
Japanese food companies trav-
eled from Tokyo in 2013 to 
Washington Court House to 
honor Martin at the Fayette 
County Field Agronomy Day. 
Their message to Ohio farm-
ers was simple: Send us more 
of your non-GMO soybeans, 
please. Bluegrass Farms 
continued to send soybeans 
grown by a hundred local 
growers. After 15 years of 
focusing on soy, they expand-
ed into non-GMO corn, as 
well.

“The corn program is still 
young,” said Martin. “The 
corn, we started out in a small 
volume, we’re up to about 
16,000 metric tons this year.”

Martin said they buy the 
corn grains from the non-
GMO seed that’s available 
on the market. The farmers 
that sell their non-GMO corn 
receive premium pay from the 
Asian markets, where like soy, 
the corn is made into food 
products for human consump-
tion.

Each year, representatives 
from 40 different countries 
come to Fayette County to 

visit Bluegrass Farms for both 
the non-GMO soybeans and 
non-GMO corn grain.

“The organic demand has 

doubled every year the last 
five years, and non-GMO is 
on the rise too. As consumers 
are more aware, there is more 

demand,” said Martin.
Rural Life Editor Gary 

Brock contributed to this 
article. 

Bluegrass Farms is local leader in non-GMO movement

Photos courtesy of Bluegrass Farms
Bluegrass Farms is a global supplier of non-GMO soybeans.

A state-of-the-art distribution facility built by Bluegrass Farms.
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Over 50 Years of Service to Fayette County

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
 Washington C.H.

(740) 335-3630

40958082

     We offer complete auto repair and maintenance 
services to keep your car running like new today and 
down the road.
     We hope you never need our collision repair services, 
but if you do, we promise to take great care of you with 
excellent repair work and customer service. Our 
knowledgeable, certified technicians and friendly, 
professional office staff are at your service.  
     We’re a family-owned business with a reputation 
for honest work and fair prices. Come see us today 
for service you can trust.

Full Service Automotive Repair
24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630

1406 US 22 NW, Washington C.H.   
 (740) 335-8344

YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Judge McClain’s determination for ag advancement
By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Prior to the settlement of Fayette 
County, it was a favorite hunting 
ground for the roving bands of Indians 
who occupied the country between the 
old town of Chillicothe, Green County 
and the Ohio River. Each year, as they 
crossed Fayette County, the Indians 
would burn off the grass which in some 
places grew six feet high.

As the white settlers gradually 
moved in and the Indians withdrew, the 
grasses were permitted to grow up, fall 
down and decay from year to year until 
the deep accumulation of vegetable 
matter produced harmful or poisonous 
fumes to such an extent that the coun-
ty, during the years from 1818 to 1824, 
was rendered almost uninhabitable and 
all who could possibly leave the county 
did so.

Malaria existed to such an extent 

that the county was in danger of total 
depopulation in some regions, especial-
ly those townships north of Washing-
ton; Jasper, Jefferson, Paint, Madison, 
Marion and the northern part of Union 
Township. The land south of Washing-
ton was also level but the streams were 
deeper, which formed a better under-
drainage.

There were many local residents 
involved in draining the land, with 
Judge D. McLain standing out front 
in the effort. Judge McClain cut open 
ditches allowing the water to run off 
the land. One such ditch emptied 
into Vandeman’s Run. It was reported 
that the drainage efforts were “such a 
curiosity” that people from “great dis-
tances” traveled to watch the process. 
Around 1840, the open ditches were 
improved upon by having wood placed 
in the ditches and then filled in with 
dirt.

Judge McClain improved on his 

wood tiling by placing brick end to 
end, closed at the top, and about six 
inches apart at the bottom. Unfortu-
nately when the dirt was thrown in, the 
brick sank into the ground and proved 
worthless. A kind of tube was then 
manufactured by hand on McLain’s 
farm. Even though creating the circu-
lar tubes was a very slow process, the 
tubes were a great improvement over 
previous tiling attempts. As the great 
advantages of tiling started to slowly 
spread, Judge McLain erected a power 
tile machine, said to be the first in the 
United States.

Approximately 10 years later, Mr. 
J.W. Penfield obtained a patent for a 
horse-powered tile machine. Upon see-
ing one in action at a state fair held in 
Cincinnati, Judge McLean bought one 
of the new machines for his own use.

There were still many farmers who 
did not believe tiling was the answer. 
They couldn’t conceive that the water 

could get through the tile. Judge 
McClain set up an experiment of plac-
ing a closed tile perpendicular in a bed 
of mortar and filling it with water. See-
ing the water ooze through the tile and 
drain away was all it took to convince 
those in doubt.

At first, the judge manufactured tile 
for his own farm, but in order to induce 
other farmers to improve their lands, 
he would manufacture tile for others, 
in small quantities and free of charge 
so the value of the tile could be seen. 
He explained that the difference in the 
crop yield in just the first year would 
pay for the cost of tiling.

There have been many improvements 
in tiling methods since the mid 1800s. 
For Fayette County, however, the big-
gest advancement was Judge McClain’s 
determination and his axe.

Some facts for this article were taken 
from The History of Fayette County, 
Ohio by Frank M. Allen, 1914
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Perrill family has deep agricultural roots in Fayette County
By Lauran Perrill
For Spectrum Magazine

The Perrill family’s agricul-
tural roots in Fayette County 
began in 1845. That was the 
year that James T. Perrill of 
Ross County purchased “wild 
land” in Fayette County.

In 1850, James moved to Fay-
ette County and cleared virgin 
timber from the land. James 
married Ann Nichols of Ross 
County in 1855. They became 
the parents of two children. 
The children both died at very 
young ages. Ann Perrill died in 
1860.

During the Civil War, James 
Perrill served as a “squirrel 
hunter,” a scout for the Union 
Army.

On Sept. 3, 1862, James 
married Rebecca Chenowith of 
Clinton County. All of their six 
children were born in their two-
story log home that was located 
on the original Perrill farm on 
Miami Trace Road. Their chil-
dren were: Jennie, May, Carrie, 
James, John and Gilbert.

For years, James and Rebec-
ca were leaders in the local 
agricultural community. James 
served for a number of years 
on the local school board. He 
provided land for a township 
cemetery, and he also provided 
land for two schoolhouses that 
were built near the intersection 
of Burnett-Perrill Road and 
Miami Trace Road.

James Perrill died in 1898 
and Rebecca Perrill died in 
1931.

James and Rebecca Perrill’s 
sons continued the family 
involvement in farming. All 
three, James, John and Gilbert, 
worked hard and expanded the 
farming operation.

My grandfather, Gilbert, 
married Anna Slagle on Nov. 
15, 1903. They became the 
parents of four sons: Fred, Rob-
ert, Herbert and Howard. Fred 

and Robert both deceased in 
infancy.

After teaching and serving in 
the Army Air Corps in World 
War II, Herbert returned to 
the family farm. He married 
Francis Ging, and he served on 
the Miami Trace school board 
at the time when Miami Trace 
High School was constructed. 
He also served as a county 
commissioner.

After graduating from Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, How-
ard returned to the family farm 
in the summer of 1934. Dur-
ing the Great Depression, he 
and his father, Gilbert, worked 
extremely hard and faced many 
challenges in order to continue 
to expand the family farm oper-
ation. It was during this time 
that they actually doubled the 
size of the farm. Their opera-
tion consisted of grain farming, 
and raising sheep and purebred 
Hampshire hogs.

When Herbert returned in 
1945, the business became 

known as G.H. Perrill and 
Sons. The business continued 
as such until the death of Gil-
bert Perrill in 1966.

Herbert and Howard Perrill 
farmed in partnership as Perrill 
Brothers until Herbert’s death 
in 1993.

Throughout the 1940s, 1950s 
and 1960s, Howard enjoyed 
raising purebred Hampshire 
hogs. He experienced great 
success at the local, state and 
national levels.

Howard Perrill married 
Helen Simons on Nov. 27, 
1951. They became the parents 
of Dean S. and Rebecca Lauran 
Perrill.

Helen Perrill passed away on 
Jan. 15, 1986, and Howard Per-
rill died on Jan. 11, 1999.

Dean S. Perrill and Rebecca 
Lauran Perrill continued to 
own and operate the farm in 
partnership until Dean Perrill’s 
death on July 8, 2015.

Dean Perrill and Marilyn 
Creamer (Perrill) Weidman 

became the parents of three 
children: Bryan, Tobin and 
Adrienne. They are now 
involved in the farm operation.

James Perrill passed his love 
for the land to his son Gilbert. 
Gilbert Perrill shared this love 
with his sons, Herbert and 
Howard. Howard instilled this 
love in his children, Dean and 
Lauran.

This love for the land of 
Fayette County has now been 
passed on to the fifth genera-
tion and will hopefully continue 
to remain strong through suc-
ceeding generations.

James T. Perrill, taken in the 1880s

Howard Perrill, Lauran Perrill at 4-years-old, and Dean Perrill at 5-years-old. 
Photo taken on May 12, 1958.

Courtesy photos
Gilbert and Anna Perrill in May of 1941
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By John Leland
For Spectrum Magazine

An elaborately staged pageant 
entitled the “Court of Agriculture” was 
the highlight of the Fayette County Fair 
held in August 1931. Through panto-
mime, tableaus, singing and dancing, 
600 men, women, and children from 
the county’s 10 townships presented a 
history of American agriculture from 
the Jamestown, Va. colony to the Great 
Depression.

The script was written by Verna 
Elsinger, a leader of the Ohio Farm 
Bureau. The Fayette County Farm 
Bureau enrolled the participants who 
practiced for three months before the 
fair. Each of the pageant’s six episodes 
had its own director. The Washington 
High School band furnished the music.

A large stage trimmed with sunflow-
ers and greenery was constructed in 
front of the grandstand opposite the 
racetrack. The performers wore many 
types of colorful costumes all made by 
Fayette County residents skilled with 
needle and thread. Dressing tents were 
set up near the stage.

The pageant had been scheduled for 
Thursday, Aug. 20 and Friday, Aug. 21, 
but rain forced postponement of Thurs-
day’s performance to Saturday. The 
spectacle began at 8:30 p.m. and was 
preceded at 7:30 by a ladies’ style show 
sponsored by the Frank L. Stutson 
Department Store.

Perry and Green Townships present-
ed the prologue entitled “Agriculture 
Holds Court.” Each township nominat-
ed a candidate to be the Queen of Agri-
culture, and the winner was chosen 
by lot. The queen, Mrs. Ralph Glass, 
entered the stage in a chariot drawn 
by Harry Silcott, Earl Johnson, Cloyd 
Kyle, and Charles Aiken. The four 
men represented “Wisdom, Patience, 
Courage, and Strength,” the quartet 
of virtues needed for successful farm-
ing. Mrs. Glass’s attendants were the 
nine other candidates for queen. Each 
lady represented a major farm product: 
corn, wheat, dairy, vegetables, fruit, 
poultry, wool, cotton, and livestock.

Concord and Jasper Townships put 

on the second episode in which the 
Jamestown settlement celebrated a 
bountiful harvest. Harold Mark, in the 
guise of a parson, presided over the 
marriage of the colony’s bachelors to 
mail-order brides from England. Ruth 
Nisley appeared as Pocahontas, the 
Indian princess, and Carl Janes as her 
husband John Rolfe, a Jamestown big-
wig.

Marion and Wayne Townships 
staged the third epoch. It opened with 
a garden scene at Mt. Vernon where 
George and Martha Washington were 
portrayed in pantomime by Mr. and 
Mrs. David Hagler. Servants brought 
the famous couple baskets of abundant 
crops. Children danced the minuet 
before Hagler mounted a white horse 
and led make-believe soldiers off to 
war. A mock battle for independence 
followed.

In the jolly fourth act, men, women 

and children from Jefferson Town-
ship attended an old-fashioned county 
fair. The fairgoers looked over prize-
winning farm products and tried their 
luck at games of chance. Boys wear-
ing stovepipe hats and swallow-tailed 
jackets and girls in bright bonnets and 
calico dresses danced the Virginia reel.

Players from Union Township cap-
tured the melancholy mood of the 
Depression in the fifth episode. A 
young woman symbolizing agriculture 
was taken prisoner by a band of devils 
representing low prices, soaring pro-
duction costs, high taxes, and other 
negative circumstances that had eroded 
farm income in 1931.

Martial music signaled the beginning 
of the sixth act entitled the “Future 
of Agriculture.” Under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Leland Stevens, players 
from Madison and Paint Townships 
pantomimed the return of prosperity 

in scenes that depicted happy farm 
homes, thriving schools, and reverent 
churches. young women in white dress-
es sang “Onward Christian Soldiers.”

The finale came when all of the 
actors assembled on the stage and race-
track to take their bows and acknowl-
edge the applause of the crowd. 
Everyone joined in singing the “Star 
Spangled Banner.”

The “Washington C. H. Herald” 
described the “Court of Agriculture” 
as “the most elaborate project ever 
attempted by local talent.” On two 
August evenings more than 80 years 
ago, hundreds of Fayette Countians 
enjoyed a magnificent pageant that cel-
ebrated the county’s signature industry. 
For a couple of hours, audience and 
performers alike escaped the harsh 
realities of the Great Depression and 
took comfort in the thought that better 
times were certain to come again.

The Court of Agriculture: August 1931

Courtesy photo
A large crowd waits for the show to begin.
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A Dairy is a Family Affair: Quality and Gurn-Z-Gold Dairies
By Senath Rankin
For Spectrum Magazine

“A more peaceful scene 
could not be found than that 
pictured herewith,” wrote a 
Record-Herald reporter about 
the Gurn-Z-Gold Dairy oper-
ated by my maternal grand-
parents, Walter and Senath 
Thompson. The photograph 
accompanying the article 
showed the farmhouse, barn 
and silo with cows, sheep and 
chickens all round—“typical 
of farm scenes in Fayette 
County.”

The farm, located at the 
corner of State Route 35 
and Hoppes Road, is across 
from the Sugar Creek Baptist 
Church.

Their path to that pastoral 
scene was not an easy one, 
but one that might spark 
similar memories with other 
area residents whose fami-
lies were farming in Fayette 
County during the first 
decades of the 20th century.

My grandfather, Walter 
Pierre Thompson (1894-
1970), and grandmother, 
Willa Senath Kellough 
Thompson (1896-1989), were 
married on Thanksgiving 
Day 1915. Their married life 
began with a family tragedy. 
One of Walter’s brothers, 
Guy, was killed when his 
car was struck by a train in 
July 1915 while he was driv-
ing across a set of double 
railroad tracks in Greenfield. 
He and his wife, Jennie, and 
their seven children (aged 1 
to 13-years-old) were living 
on a farm on Upper Twin 
Road in Ross County. My 
grandparents moved there 
immediately after their wed-
ding to help take care of the 
farm and the family. The two 
families lived together until 
the spring of 1916, when Jen-
nie and her children moved 

back to Fayette County.
During the next four years, 

the Thompsons worked the 
farm, bought their first car, 
“a 1916 or ’17 Ford touring 
car for $375 from Ben Stead-
man in Bainbridge,” started 
their family, and Senath said, 
“I learned how to milk my 
first cow; a little Jersey cow 
named Sophie.”

In 1920 Walter and Senath 
decided to move back to 
Fayette County with their 
children, Jane (3-years-
old) and William (aged 1). 
They purchased 15 acres on 
Hoppes Road for $3,600. 
“The little five-room house 
had no conveniences. Walter 
built a kitchen and a bath-
room. He built the barn and 
the silo and we started Qual-
ity Dairy.”

During their time at this 
farm, “we hit a new low in 
every way. Sickness, two sons 
that died at birth, poverty, 
and no help.” But they con-
sidered themselves lucky to 
also begin working for the 
Union Local School District. 
Walter drove the school 

wagon led by a team of black 
mares named Kit and Daisy. 
Senath worked as a substitute 
teacher.

In 1926, “after things had 
settled down some,” they pur-
chased 33 acres at the corner 
of State Route 35 and Hoppes 
Road for $8,500. “Still no 
money but good credit.”

“In August we moved to 
the new farm and thought it 
a lovely place. A Delco plant 
for electricity. Horse barn 
and chicken house. Walter 
remodeled the home—fixed 
the bathroom, closed in the 
back porch and cut a new 
door into the dining room.”

About a year later, my 
grandfather picked out the 
plans for a new barn from 
one of Sears and Roebuck 
Company’s famous cata-
logs, “The Book of Barns.” 
The barns were sold in kits 
and included all necessary 
materials from the pre-cut 
cypress siding, to windows 
and doors, to all the hard-
ware. The style was called 
the “Cyclone Barn.” It was 
designed for a connecting 

silo which he also built with 
the help of carpenter, Robert 
McCord. The total cost was 
approximately $3,000—close 
to $40,000 today.

“We upgraded our stock 
from grade cows to regis-
tered Guernseys and changed 
the name of our dairy to 
Gurn-Z-Gold.” They paid 
$300 for their first cow 
(slightly over $4,000 in 
2017 dollars) and named her 

Adelaide. In 1928 they held 
a sale on their property and 
the catalog listed cows Tillie, 
Trinket, Tootles, Flora and 
Fern, among others. They 
also occasionally sold stock 
at the city livestock sale.

“A dairy is a family affair. 
We all worked like crazy.” 
Every day they delivered 
their products in glass bottles 
directly to their customers’ 

Walter and Senath’s farm on Upper Twin Road in Ross County.

Photos courtesy of Senath Rankin
Walter and Senath, along with their children, Jane (3-years-old) and William (1-year-old).

See DAIRy | 25
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Court Street
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homes in Washington Court 
House. Butter; 4 percent but-
ter fat milk for eight cents 
a pint and 15 cents a quart; 
coffee cream 15 cents a pint; 
whipping cream 15 cents a 
half pint; cottage cheese 25 
cents a pint.

Like the “Got Milk?” adver-
tising campaign of the 1990s, 
the Thompsons promoted 
their dairy products with the 
slogan, “Milk THAT IS Milk” 
– possibly a reference to the 
recent development of dried 
skim milk and consumer 
questions about its quality 
and nutritional value. “At 
one time there were nineteen 
dairies in the county—farm-
ers trying to make a living. 
We all belonged to the Dairy 
Improvement Association.”

Gurn-Z-Gold dairy oper-
ated until “the late 1930s 
when we sold all of the dairy 
cows to someone down near 
Hillsboro and started raising 
sheep.” In 1938, the Thomp-
sons purchased 150 acres 
of what would become Fair 
Chance Farms and moved 
there. They sold the Gurn-Z-
Gold farm in 1945.

Later in her life, when 
we would sit on her front 
porch swing and talk, my 
grandmother told me she felt 
that they survived the tough 

economic times of the 1920s 
and the Great Depression of 
the 1930s better than some 
because “we had our farm 
products to barter for other 
foods, clothing, gasoline, doc-
tor and dental bills. Rough 
times. Affected everyone. But 
it is amazing what you can 
accomplish with little money 
and good credit.”

About the author: 
My name is Senath Rankin 

and I live in Columbus. I 
grew up in Fayette County, 
am a 1972 graduate of 
Miami Trace High School 
and a Wilmington College 
grad. My family has lived 
in Fayette County for many 
generations dating back to 
the 1800s.

My mother, Jane, was a 
well-known local historian, 
on the board of the historical 
society and member of the 

genealogical society - serv-
ing as its president for many 
years. My father, Richard, 
was a third-generation 
attorney who died when 
I was in high school. My 
paternal grandfather was 
judge of Common Pleas for 
23 years. My grandmother 
Rankin was also a genealo-
gist who recorded all of the 
tombstone inscriptions in 
Fayette County along with a 
colleague, and their book is 
still being sold by the Fayette 
County Genealogy Society. 
She also helped spearhead 
the installation of the bronze 
plaque in the court house not-
ing the Revolutionary War 
soldiers from Fayette County. 
I feel I have a family tradi-
tion to uphold and it’s now 
my turn to help keep local 
history alive by submitting 
this story.

The Thompsons’ five-room house on Hoppes Road.

In 1928, a sale was held on their property and the catalog listed cows Tillie, 
Trinket, Tootles, Flora and Fern, among others.

From page 24

Dairy
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FOUR LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU: 1401 LEESBURG AVENUE
WASHINGTON C.H.

I-71 & US RT. 35 NW
JEFFERSONVILLE

280 ELM STREET
WASHINGTON C.H.

102W.WASHINGTON ST.
JAMESTOWN

Drive-thru open 24 Hrs., Leesburg Avenue & Jeffersonville locations only.
Join our team…apply at www.mcohio.com/5361Drive-thru open

24 Hrs.
Leesburg Avenue
& Jeffersonville

Locations

SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH IN ATHLETICS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

McDONALD’S OF FAYETTE COUNTY AND JAMESTOWN 
GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1974.

40840699

McDonald’s Fayette County Champions
Members of the Washington Blue Lion football team received the McDonald’s traveling 
trophy and were treated to breakfast at the McDonald’s located at I-71 and US 35 Saturday, 
Nov. 5, 2016. The trophy, sponsored by McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown 
owner and operator Nick Epifano, pictured at right, goes to the winner of the annual Miami 
Trace-Washington varsity football game and will keep the trophy for one year.  The Blue 
Lions won the 14th edition of the rivalry game, 41-31 on Oct. 29 at Gardner Park.

Fall Sports Athletes
The following are the local student-athletes McDonald’s honored for the fall sports season (front row, left to 
right) Clare Sollars from Miami Trace, Lizzie Garren from Fayette Christian, Anna Nestor from Washington 
Court House, Seth Hanusik from Washington Court House, and Spencer Hanusik from Fayette Christian. In 
the second row, pictured is Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s in Fayette County; Doug Mace, 
volleyball coach at Miami Trace; Miami Trace Athletic Director Aaron Hammond; Elizabeth Richmond, from 
Fayette Christian; Fayette Christian Athletic Director Jeremy Olaker; Aaron Teter, boys soccer coach from 
Washington High School; Washington C.H. Athletic Director Jon Creamer; and Mark Richmond, from Fayette 
Christian.  Male recipient for Miami Trace was Blake Pitsser (not pictured)

2016 McDonald’s Fayette County Championshiop Winners
The Washington Blue Lions

McDonald’s of Fayette County Donates to FCMH Foundation
(FCMH) Foundation board members received a check in the amount of $2,278.00 from 
Nick Epifano, owner and operator of Fayette County McDonald’s. 
This donation is made possible from the McDrink Pink campaign. This event was conducted on October 28th, 29th & 
30th at the Fayette county McDonald’s locations including: 280 S. Elm St. and 1401 Leesburg Ave., Washington Court 
House, and 12518 Old US Rt. 35 NW, Jeffersonville. Epifano donated $1 to the FCMH Partners in Pink Mammography 
Program from the purchase of every Strawberry Smoothie or Shake.

MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS, 2016 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS 
The Miami Trace Lady Panthers are pictured after winning the annual McDonald’s Holiday Tournament championship over London, 58-44 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 2016. (front, l-r); Samantha Ritenour, Hanna Reisinger, Tori Riley; (back, l-r); Olivia Wolffe, Becca Ratliff, Morgan 
Miller, Cassidy Lovett, Shaylee McDonald, Tori Evans, Victoria Fliehman and Tanner Bryant. Miami Trace is now 9-0 on the season.

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS, 2016 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS 
 The team is pictured after its 82-60 championship win over Madison Plains Friday, Dec. 30, 2016. (front, l-r); Bryson Sheets, Isaiah 
Reisinger, Brooke Heinz, Ceairra Puckett, Madison Perry, Makayla Gentry, Lexee Kersey, Bailey Runnels, Kerra Keplinger; (back, 
l-r); equipment manager Truman Runyon, coaches Jeff Smallwood and Ross Matthews, Heath Cockerill, Tyrae Pettiford, Darby Tyree, 
Brett Lewis, Skyler McDonald, coach Erik Marting, Blake Pittser, Mitchell Creamer, Seth Leach, Tiante Connell, coach Cory Patton, 
Jacob Batson, Keondrick Bryant, coach Mychal Turner, DeAndre Pettiford, Cameron Carter and head coach Rob Pittser.

McDonald’s 2016 Holiday Basketball Tournament

McDONALD’S 2016 HOLIDAY ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM — (l-r); Spencer Ruzicka and Cameron Near, Madison Plains; Darius 
Davis, London; Dylan Lehotay, Greeneview and from Miami Trace, DeAndre Pettiford and tournament MVP Cameron Carter.

McDONALD’S 2016 HOLIDAY ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM — (l-r); Malorie Colwell and Emily Minner, London; Kerrigan Kelly, 
Madison Plains; Faith Strickle, Greeneview and, from Miami Trace, Tanner Bryant and tournament MVP Victoria Fliehman.

2016 McDonald’s Fayette County Championship Game

McBreak for Breakfast 2016

McBreak for Breakfast 2016

Miami Trace vs Washington Court House 2016 Championship Game

Check Presentation to Band Boosters
Pictured from left to right: Rebekah Milstead - Miami Trace Band Boosters President, Nick 
Epifano, Buck Minyo Washington C.H.  Band Boosters, Ronald McDonald

Check Presentation to Band Boosters
Pictured from left to right: Betsy Anders, Miami Trace Athletic Booster President, Nick 
Epifano, Steve Eckstein Washington C.H. Athletic Boosters, Ronald McDonald

Check Presentation to Band Boosters 
Pictured from left to right - Matthew McCorkle Washington C.H. City Schools 
Superintendent, Nick Epifano, David L. Lewis Miami Trace Local School District 
Superintendent, Ronald McDonald.
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‘4-H Strong’ in Fayette County
Submitted article

A Visit to Fayette County
On a cold and frosty October morn-

ing in 1916, the advanced livestock 
judging class at OSU made a trip to 
Bloomingburg, Ohio. It was the cus-
tom of the class to visit various pure-
bred livestock farms all over the state. 
That morning they arrived at the farm 
of Poland China breeders J.M. and Ed 
Kleever.

One of the members of the class just 
happened to be a young man by the 
name of William W. Montgomery. Six 
years later he returned to our county 
as the first extension service agent, 
agriculture. He bought a farm here, 
raised a family here, was active in the 
Grace Methodist Church, and became 
a highly respected resident of Fayette 
County.

He was not just the first agent, but 
for most of his years, he was the only 
agent. Part of his duties included work-
ing with the local 4-H clubs. On Friday, 
March 2, 1962, the headlines in the 
local newspaper read, “Fayette County 
Salutes her 900 4-H Club Members.” 
The week of March 3-11, 1962 had 
been proclaimed 4-H Week.

Unfortunately the celebration did not 
turn out as expected. On the morning 
of March 3, William Montgomery died 
at his home. He was 66-years-old. Just 
think of all those young lives he influ-
enced through his job, and what a loss 
it must have been for the county.

His funeral was held at the 
Grace Methodist Church. 
Pallbearers included: Clar-
ence Cooper, Robert I. Case, 
Frank Sollars, Maurice Sol-
lars, Phil Grover, and Ken-
neth Bush.

4-H Strong in Fayette County
In 1902, A.B. Graham organized the 

Agricultural Experiment Club in Clark 
County. There were 103 boys and girls 
in the first club. This club evolved into 
what we now know as 4-H. By 1962, 
there were 87,000 4-H members in 
Ohio.

Although we had “corn clubs” here 
as early as 1912, 4-H began in 1916, 
thanks to the efforts of Mrs. Frank 
Haines and Mrs. Bernice Allen.

Before 4-H
While reading about the history of 

4-H in our county, my interest was 
aroused by the stories of the Corn 
Club, which existed from 1912 to 
1916. Jeffersonville township farmer 
Willard Kirk became the International 
Corn King with a yield of 111 bushels 
per acre.

In 1912, a trainload of boys from 
all over the state won a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. Willard was one of those 
winners. A year later, Dr. Grayson Kirk 
also won a trip with 112 bushel yield. 
Dr. Kirk later became president of 
Columbia University.

Other members of the Corn Club 

included: Howard Vannors-
dall, Warner Straley, Harry 
Vannorsdall, Ottie Straley, 
Ralph Minton, Loraine 
Morter, and Frank King. 
Harry Allen belonged to both 
the Corn and the Pig Club, 
and later he became a Poultry 

Club leader.
The Fayette County 4-H program 

that was shaped by W.W. Montgomery 
and also by Phil Grover will continue 
to develop young people into commu-
nity leaders.

Aw Shucks
Kermit Zimmerman is not old 

enough to have been a Corn Club 
member, but he spoke at one of our 
genealogical society meetings a few 
years ago and explained how farming 
has changed throughout the years. 
When he was young he was in a lot of 

corn shucking contests. He brought 
along the pair of shucking gloves he 
used.

Truth can be as strange as fiction
Eugene Sollars had won an award for 

having the highest corn yield per acre; 
in 4-H, I believe. It was his wish in 
later years to have his ashes scattered 
over the field.

After he and his wife Margaret died 
in Florida, their son planned to take 
the ashes to Ohio. During an impromp-
tu elopement to Las Vegas, he left 
mom and dad in the car at the airport. 
He returned to find the car had been 
stolen.

The ashes have never been found. 
They may not be in the cornfield, but 
hopefully they are together.

This article is from the FCGS Fay-
ette Connection Vol. 32 #3, published 
in the fall of 2013.
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Fayette still a ‘banner’ county for soil quality
By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

In Frank M. Allen’s “1914 
History of Fayette County,” 
Mr. Allen noted that Fayette 
County was one of the banner 
counties in Ohio. In 1860, Fay-
ette County was listed third 
when it came to corn produc-
tion. In that year, Fayette 
County farmers produced two 
million, sixty-five thousand, 
seven-hundred thirty-nine 
bushels of corn.

From this bit of history, we 
know that Fayette County 
had very good soil in the late 
1800s. How is the soil today? 
How is the productiveness 
of our soil measured? Where 
do we rank among Ohio’s 88 
counties today? Where is the 
best soil in Fayette County?

Almost 92 percent of Fay-
ette County land is farm land. 
The first thing to understand, 

according to Mr. Kenneth 
Ford, Fayette County Exten-
sion Agent, is that we can-
not change the soil. Farmers 
and backyard gardeners may 
try and do try a myriad of 
enhancements to make the soil 
better. Usually these are not 
bad for the soil and may actu-
ally loosen the soil or enhance 
the soil in some way that help 
plants to grow better, but the 
soil does not change. We are 
simply amending it.

An interesting fact: due to 
glacier movements, most of 
the soil in Fayette County was 
pushed here from Wisconsin. 
Many, many soil tests were 
done and the soil found in Fay-
ette County, Ohio, is the same 
as the soil found in the State of 
Wisconsin.

In Fayette County, approxi-
mately one-third of our soil 
is Brookston soil, which is a 
silty clay loam that is dark in 

color and has poor drainage. 
About another third of our soil 
is known as Crosby soil, a silt 
loam, clay loam to clay. The 
final third of our soil is made 
up of Celina soil (silt loam), 
Miamian soil and Miamian2 
soil, which is found on land 
that has more slope to it than 
does Miamian soil. There are 
at least five more types of 
soil in the county in varying 
amounts.

So how do we rank in the 
state today? In 2005-2006, 
Fayette County ranked sixth 
in the state in the production 
of soybeans. During the same 
period, Fayette ranked first 
in the state for the number of 
producing farms with 438 in 
2005 and 435 in 2006. Marion 
County was the second place 
county with 402 farms for both 
years.

In 2014, Fayette County 
farmers produced 423,000 

bushels of winter wheat and 
in 2015 it was up to 435,000 
bushels. Again, in 2014, Fay-
ette County’s production of 
corn harvested for grain was 
15,200,000 bushels and for 
2015 it was down slightly to 
14,600,000. And, again, one 
last time, in 2014, Fayette 
County farmers produced 
6,438,000 bushels of soybeans 
and in 2015, the number of 
bushels were 6,294,000. All 
of these numbers of bushels 
reflect the good stewardship 
our farmers bestow on the 
land.

According to Mr. Ford, even 
with great soil, there are chal-
lenges in the future. Good 
management of farms is essen-
tial in order to keep producing 
a high number of bushels per 
acre. Good management may 
include tiling in the fields and 
more diversification in crops. 
Ford also shares that Fayette 

farmers will be enjoying the 
availability of more automated 
equipment, but will struggle 
with the lack of a trained work-
force. “There are more eyes on 
agriculture every day. Farms 
are being watched closely, 
water is being tested more fre-
quently looking for pesticides 
and fertilizers that are funnel-
ing into the water supply.”

Back in 1860, Fayette Coun-
ty was one of the “banner” 
counties in the state. One hun-
dred fifty-seven years later, we 
still are a banner Ohio county.

Mr. Kenneth Ford was an ag 
teacher for 22 years in Cham-
paign County, Ohio, prior to 
accepting the position of Exten-
sion Agent in Fayette County 
almost three years ago. Ford 
attended college in Wilming-
ton and was aware of Fayette 
County, but didn’t know all the 
wonders it held until he moved 
here.
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A world-record silo

Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
J.E. Andrews Silo - The tallest in the world at the time.

The Ritenhour Duck Farm

Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
John Ritenhour Duck Farm in Fayette County.

1120 Clinton Ave., WCH • (740) 335-3700
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Fayette County
Board of DD Offices
1330 Robinson Road

Washington CH, OH 43160
740‐335‐7453

Fayette Progressive School
1351 Leesburg Avenue

Washington CH, OH 43160
740‐335‐1391

Fayette County
Board of Developmental Disabilities

Service and Support Administration
Residential & Vocational Supports
Recreational/Social Activities
Special Olympics
Family Support Services
FACT Self‐Advocacy Group
Early Intervention

Preschool
Transportation
SAFE (Showing Acceptance for Everyone)
PTO
Therapy (OT, PT, Speech)
Next Chapter Book Club
Healthy Living Group

For more information visit www.fayettedd.com
www.facebook.com/fayettecountydd

40956931
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

There is no doubt that the 
country has an important agri-
cultural history, but the one 
thing that is arguably more 
important than its history? Its 
future.

One Miami Trace graduate 
has embraced the calling from 
agriculture and is on the step-
ping stones of the future for 
the industry. Natalie Miller, a 
2015 graduate of Miami Trace 
High School, has since left 
Fayette County in her journey 
toward helping farmers real-
ize their maximum potential. 
But even an up-and-coming 
agriculture guru had to start 
somewhere.

“I grew up on a corn and 
soybean farm, and I had always 
been around agriculture,” 
Miller said. “I was involved in 
4-H, took sewing projects and 
showed feeder calves. It wasn’t 
until high school that I became 
very interested in agriculture 
as a career.”

When she got into high 
school, Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) was an option 
for her as an extracurricular 
activity at Miami Trace. She 
initially had reservations with 
joining the club, but after a 
bit of encouragement from 
her parents - Anita and Doug 
Miller - to just, “Try it for a 
year,” Miller decided to give it 
a shot. To her surprise, Miller 
ended up getting heavily 
involved in the club, includ-

ing attending multiple career 
development conferences, 
serving as chapter officer and 
she eventually even served as a 
state FFA officer.

“It was definitely a good 
move that I tried it out for a 
year,” Miller said. “Even grow-
ing up on a farm, I never real-
ized how important agriculture 
is and how many products are 
a part of agriculture, and why 
it is such an important field. It 
is definitely a promising career 
path for someone who is in col-

lege. There are many jobs out 
there that are interesting and 
exciting.”

Miller said that one of her 
favorite parts of FFA was the 
career development events. 
She participated in many 
throughout her time at Miami 
Trace and among the top of 
her list were: grain merchan-
dising, job interview and 
public speaking, parliamentary 
procedure and also a super-
vised agriculture experience 
(SAE) where she rated dairy 

feeder steers and showed them 
in the county fair while feed-
ing them out to market size.

“Currently I am a student 
at Ohio State University and 
my major is agri-business and 
applied economic,” Miller 
said. “My minors are inter-
national studies and history. 
Agriculture has been a very 
global industry and is not just 
something that is particular to 
the United States. So having 
an international studies minor, 
although it’s not within the 

College of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences, 
I find it very interesting and 
helpful to being involved in a 
career in agriculture.”

Despite the globalization of 
the industry, as it has started 
to become more so over the 
past few decades, Miller 
stands behind the importance 
of family farms. She said that 
farms are growing in efficiency 
and are becoming more 

A bright future awaits
Miami Trace 
graduate discusses 
agriculture industry

Ohio State University student Natalie Miller, a 2015 Miami Trace graduate, is pictured here as the master of ceremonies for the annual Celebration of Ohio Agriculture 
Luncheon held on the opening day of the Ohio Farm Science Review earlier this year. Miller recently spoke about her studies and serving as emcee for this event.

See INDUSTRy | 33



2017 SPECTRUMWashington C.H. Record-Herald March 2, 2017        33

Dean Apartments
Glenn Ave., Washington C.H.
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-1 p.m.

Kathy Dean,
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HARTLEY OIL COMPANY
Proudly Serving Fayette County

and Surrounding Areas for Over 50 Years

FLAGWAY
ConvenienCe StoreS

Your Store Next Door
locally owned & operated

Proudly Serving Fayette County
 and Surrounding Areas for Over 27 Years

(740) 335-7777

Lubricants

40841767

consolidated, but she believes that the 
family aspect of agriculture is alive and 
well. On an export scale and on the 
subject of getting these commodities to 
places where they aren’t grown though, 
having a global understanding is very 
important, she suggests.

Last year, Miller served as the mas-
ter of ceremonies at the annual Celebra-
tion of Ohio Agriculture Luncheon held 
on the opening day of the Ohio Farm 
Science Review at the Molly Caren 
Agriculture Center in Madison County 
near London. She was the emcee 
before more than 300 guests, including 
OSU President Michael Drake, College 
of Food, Agriculture and Environmen-
tal Sciences interim Dean Lonnie King, 
Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor, a host of state 
elected officials, as well as OSU alumni 
and guests.

“Serving at the emcee of the Celebra-
tion of Ohio Agriculture Luncheon was 
an awesome experience and I loved the 

event,” Miller said. “I got involved in 
that by being a student of Ohio State 
and of the College of Food, Agriculture 
and Environmental Sciences, which is 
the entity that puts on the Farm Sci-
ence Review. Through my interactions 
at Ohio State, I had been connected 
to people that work in that office and 
was asked to serve as emcee. Mainly 
I welcomed people to the luncheon, 
introduced the special guest we had 
speaking and it was all around an awe-
some experience.”

The discussion of the event stirred 
some conversation from Miller 
about her career in the industry. She 
explained that she would want to work 
in the agri-business sector. She said 
that she would still be a representa-
tion of agriculture through working in 
the field. The goal for her though is 
to work as a grain merchandiser or at 
some place within the grain industry. 
Her goal is to help farmers get the best 
price for their grain and manage their 
grain so that logistically she can work 
out where that grain should end up - 
whether it needs to be processed into 
food, ethanol or soybean oil, or if it 

needs to be exported to another coun-
try to fit their needs as well.

“Serving as an originator for farm-
ers, a grain buyer if you will, so that 
they are equipped to manage their risk 
well,” Miller said. “Grains are traded 
on the Chicago Board of Trade and 
the price is always fluctuating as well 
as the local demand numbers that dic-
tate that price. So it’s very important 
for farmers to have someone that can 
explain to them why the markets are 
working the way they are and say to 
them to sell or wait to sell at the best 
time.”

Miller also discussed the impact 
technology has had on the field and 
said that over time, the role technol-
ogy will have in the industry will con-
tinue to increase. She believes that a 
peak will not be reached concerning 
technology in agriculture and it will 
continue to expand as they find many 
new uses and build more sophisticat-
ed equipment for the job. From trac-
tors that drive themselves with exten-
sive GPS technology to software that 
helps to manage the family farm, with 
even a basic program like Microsoft 

Excel Spreadsheet that helps to man-
age records, agriculture is definitely 
becoming technologically-focused.

With all of her teachings and plans, 
Miller is bound for an amazing jour-
ney through agriculture that seems 
everyday to become brighter. All of it 
began here, and she said she was very 
thankful for that.

“I am very thankful to be from Fay-
ette County overall,” Miller said. “It 
is a very agriculturally-rooted county 
and I am thankful for that. I am 
also thankful for the incredible FFA 
program and agricultural education 
programs that are at Miami Trace. I 
learned so much during my time in 
agricultural education and it really 
has taught me to study when I came 
to college and really think through 
problems that are complex. It is 
thanks to the teachers at Miami Trace 
that I am so grateful for because they 
were awesome. I learned so much 
through the ag education program 
there.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter 
@MartiTheNewsGuy

From page 32

Industry
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5401 Inskeep Rd. N.W.
Washington C.H., OH 43160
Phones/Fax: 740-335-4311

1-800-360-3510

McDonald & Son Inc.

Complete & Custom Mixed Feeds
Lifestock-Show - Pet & Speciality

Show Feeds... Done Rite!
40958103

·Prescriptions ·Home Decor ·Gifts ·Photos
·Medical Equipment ·Medical Equipment Rentals

New Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 AM - 7 PM    

Saturday 9 AM - 2 PM 
FREE DELIVERY

40
95

64
92

Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
Stock sale at the Courthouse on the Court Street Side in August of 1896.

Stock sale at the Courthouse - 1896
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We live in the community we serve!  
We shop at the same stores!

Our children attend the same schools. 
We live on the same streets.

WE CARE!
Local People - Local Decisions - Local Commitment

128 S. North St.
Washington C.H., OH

740-335-1331
www.merchantsnat.com

Est. 1879

Merchants National Bank

40958638

EatEatKidsKids
FREE!FREE!

For a limited time. Dine-in only. At participating locations. Kids 10 and under. One free kid’s meal from the kids’ menu with the purchase of an adult entrée.

May 15 thru 
Labor Day

In our full-service 
restaurant.
Everyday!

Conveniently 
Located 
Inside

I-71 & US 35 NW,
Jeffersonville, Ohio

740-948-2365
40955957

MEAT LOAF SKILLET
Our homemade meatloaf, baked and 

served in a skillet, with mashed potatoes, 
brown gravy and our delicious 

soup and salad bar.
$9.99

Down on the farm for the last 75 years
By Neil Rowland
For Spectrum Magazine

Dad had bought the old Arihood 
farm (with the help of the bank) on 
the White Pike (now called The White 
Road) near Dogtown and across the 
road from the Maple Grove Church. It 
was now called the John Rowland farm.

Dad raised corn, wheat and grass, 
some cattle, a milk cow, hogs, chickens 
and a garden…also a son and daughter. 
Wheat was harvested in the summer 
time. The wheat was cut and bundled 
with a machine called a binder. It 
could be pulled by horses or a tractor. 
Then the sheaves were dropped on the 
ground and then someone would stack 
several of them together. This was 
called a shock.

My Dad was running the binder and 
my mother and I were stacking the 
sheaves. This wheat was called beardy 
because of the rasps on the heads. 
We were wearing gloves because of 
the beards. I wiped my forehead and 
a beard on my glove stuck in my eye. 
Mother told me not to shut my eye and 
I didn’t. She pulled it out and it sound-
ed like pulling your foot out of mud.

Since a machine called the “thresh-
ing machine” was used to separate 
the grain from the straw, not everyone 
could afford one, so one person in the 
neighborhood, Harry Carman, owned 
one. He would move it from farm to 
farm up and down the road and threst 
the neighbor’s wheat. This was called 

the “threshing run.”
All the farmers were to help by 

hauling in the wheat to the separator. 
Some would help load the horse-drawn 
flatbed wagons by using a pitchfork. 
The man on the wagon would place the 
sheaves evenly so as to get a good load. 
Then he would drive up beside the 
thresher and, using a pitchfork, toss 
the sheaves on the conveyor that car-
ried the sheaves into the separator.

The wheat went into a box bed 
wagon or a truck and hauled to the 
mill. The straw was blown into a pile 
or stack. The straw could be baled and 
used for bedding. A good yield would 
be 15 to 20 bushels per acre. If some-
one had 30 bushels he probably got his 
name in the paper. Dad always told us 
not to climb on the stack but when he 
wasn’t looking, we did anyway.

It could take two or three weeks to 
get all of the threshing done depending 
on the weather. Dad also farmed his 
sister’s farm, which was on Route 35. 
He was supposed to help that run also. 
Neither run wanted to go that extra 
two miles, so it made it impossible to 
get both farms done.

At about this same time, another 
neighbor “up the road,” Mr. Hulse, had 
purchased an Allis Chalmers, a four-
foot cut combine, probably the first 
combine around. Dad had him combine 
the wheat on his sister’s farm. The next 
year he had Mr. Hulse do our wheat 
also. Dad said, “I would spend several 
days, maybe weeks, on the threshing 

run and now I can get it done in a 
couple days.”

Dad was accused of breaking up the 
threshing run. The next year he bought 
his own combine.

Each farmer on the run was respon-
sible for feeding the workers. That 
meant that the wife would have to do 
the planning and cooking and serving 
for 12 to 15 or more workers. If it was 
a small acreage that could be finished 
in one day, that would require just 
one meal. For farms with larger fields 
it would take more days and the wife 
would have several meals.

For several years, the ladies of the 
Maple Grove Church would serve 
meals in the one-room schoolhouse 
next to the church. They were able 
to serve two or three runs in one day. 
The farmers would book a time, 12 
or 1 o’clock, and how many workers 
might be there. The lunches might be 
fried chicken or steak and the trim-
mings. The cost would be something 
like $1.25 per person. The ladies made 
money for the church and the wife 
didn’t have to feed the crew.

I think my dad was one of the first to 
raise soybeans. And then only a small 
amount. It was for hay but the cattle 
didn’t like it, so it laid in the hay mow 
for a long time. If we could have shook 
the dust off of the leaves and could 
have bottled it up, we could have sold it 
for itching powder.

Most farmers had a three-year crop 
rotation, grass, corn, beans and wheat 

and back to grass. Beans became a 
good cash crop. Dad would buy a cou-
ple Smidley hog boxes, fill them full of 
soybeans and when the price went up 
later, he would sell the beans for almost 
enough to pay for the boxes.

As time went by, new uses were 
found for the soybeans, so we tried to 
increase the yields to make more profit. 
We tried planting with the corn planter 
(so we could cultivate), straddle the 
rows to be able to plant twice as much 
seed, use the wheat drill to cover the 
ground solid.

All of these ways worked, but weeds 
were our enemy. We tried to cultivate, 
spray and hoe, but this wasn’t the 
answer. The bean crop followed the 
corn crop and there were always corn 
stalks coming up in the beans. Buyers 
didn’t like the two together at harvest 
time so they would cut the price. We 
ended up sending the kids out in the 
bean field with corn knives. They didn’t 
like that at all, but they liked to eat and 
wear new shoes when school started.

Now when you drive down the road 
and see a bean field that is clean of 
weeds, you can thank the “Round-Up 
Ready” beans. Now we can harvest 
all our crops with giant combines (a 
little larger than that first four-foot cut 
combine) that get the job done quickly. 
Now we have a two-year rotation, corn, 
beans, corn, beans. The only grass you 
see is near a stream or on a hillside.

My name is Neil Rowland, this is my 
story and I’m sticking to it.
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By Ryan Carter
For Spectrum Magazine

Have you ever wondered 
where the “farm” in State Farm 
Insurance comes from? Not 
everyone may know that the 
origins of the acclaimed insur-
ance company began with an 
Illinois farmer who conceived 
a plan to bring low-cost, hon-
est automobile insurance to 
the farming people of his home 
state.

“The Farmer from Merna,” 
a book written by Karl Schrift-
giesser, tells the inspiring story 
of George J. Mecherle and his 
struggle to get the business 
established and the phenom-
enal growth of his venture — 
the blossoming of a local auto-
mobile insurance company into 
a gigantic business with offices 
all over the United States, 
including in Washington Court 
House.

Mecherle was a second-gen-
eration farmer in central Illi-
nois whose family immigrated 
to the U.S. from Germany. As 
an early owner of automobiles, 
he became concerned with 
high cost of auto insurance 
charged by all stock insurance 
companies at that time, accord-
ing to the Insurance Hall of 
Fame website. So in 1918 at 
the age of 41, he decided to 
start a new career and leave 
the family farm. He was offered 
a job selling insurance, but 
quickly had a desire to start his 
own auto insurance company, 
which he named State Farm 
Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Company, selling to farmers in 
America’s heartland.

“The Farmer from Merna” 
details Mecherle’s history as a 
farmer: “By golly,” he (Mecher-
le) said, a little wistfully, “if 
I’d had a farm like this there 
would never have been a State 
Farm Insurance Company!” 

The truth is, he did have one 
of the best farms in the county, 
for he was, as an old neighbor 
once said, “a scientific farmer 
without a scientific education.” 

Not only was he a good 
farmer, but he was a good busi-
nessman. He always felt that 
agriculture, big or little, was 
a part of big business, perhaps 
the biggest and, in his mind, 
surely the most important 
business of mankind. He made 
money by the application of the 
same rules that had led him 
to persuade his father to spend 
money for lumber to crib his 
corn rather than let it go at a 
low price.

George Mecherle had started 
farming for himself about the 
time the commercial produc-
tion of automobiles had start-
ed. His career as an indepen-
dent farmer (1900-18) covered 
the years which saw the auto-
mobile completely revolutionize 
the American way of life. 

In another chapter, the book 
reads: In the 1920’s, when 
George Mecherle first got the 
idea of an insurance company 
for farmers, the bulk of auto-
mobile insurance was written 
by the capital stock insurance 
companies. Because most of 
these companies — they were 
then immune to the antitrust 
laws — set their own uniform 
premium rates by agreement 
among themselves, there was 
little or no actual rate competi-
tion. With very few exceptions 
the stock companies used the 
annual premium payment 
plan, paying an average 25 
percent of cash premiums as 
commissions to agents. New 
policies were issued annually, 
which meant that every year 
the agent received this 25 per-
cent commission. The policies 
were issued by the agents, who 
also collected the premiums, 
which they remitted to the com-

pany on a monthly basis. 
Mecherle’s philosophy was to 

create new programs that gave 
financial strength to his grow-
ing company while providing 
unique benefits to policy hold-
ers beyond what was offered at 
the time.

Shane McMahon, a State 
Farm Insurance Agent in 
Washington C.H., draws inspi-
ration from “The Farmer from 
Merna” and also from Mecher-
le’s entrepreneurial spirit. “It 
seems to me that most great 
entrepreneurs have somewhat 
of a basis in agriculture,” said 
McMahon, who also comes 
from humble beginnings.

McMahon grew up in a small 
town called Man, West Virginia 
and graduated from Marshall 
University.

“I had someone who I 
called an uncle, who was actu-
ally more like a second cousin 
named Gerald Robinson, who 
had been very successful at 
State Farm. So he was a men-
tor to me and that kind of got 
me started. So I was in claims 
for eight years, but my dream 
was to be an agent,” McMahon 
said.

McMahon got that oppor-
tunity in 1998 and replaced 
Kim Allen in the Washington 
C.H. State Farm agency. “I 
was fortunate to come after 
Kim Allen,” he said. “She had 
already built the foundation 
of the business. Allen Moss-
barger and Ed Reeves also had. 
They were the first two agents 
there.”

Since fulfilling his dream, 
McMahon and his team have 
been extremely successful. The 
WCH location ranked as the 
number one growth agent in 
the state early on in his tenure, 
and continues to rank in the 
top 50 on a regular basis.

“My number one job is to 
protect you,” said McMahon. 

“Becoming an agent and help-
ing this business grow into 
one of the most respected 
State Farm agencies has been 
an incredible journey for me. 
My mottoes in life are to take 
the high road and do the right 
thing. And always treat people 
with respect. I’m blessed to 
have such a great team.”

The current team in his 
Washington C.H. office con-
sists of Tammy Monroe, life 
manager; Jess Hall, office 
manager; Shane’s wife, Deleda 
McMahon, home service; 
Brooke Hart, sales and service; 

Ellie Rohrer, sales and service; 
Kali Hart, sales and service; 
and Lorrissia Virgin, market-
ing.

“There have been so many 
people along the way that have 
helped me through this jour-
ney,” said McMahon. “Becom-
ing an agent was a leap of faith 
for me. It takes an entrepre-
neurial spirit and I think back 
to so many of the great entre-
preneurs in history, including 
Mr. Mecherle. It’s very inspir-
ing. I just try to impact others 
in a good way and I love the 
people of this community.”

An entrepreneurial spirit: State Farm Insurance

Courtesy photo
“The Farmer from Merna”
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Rural life sometimes is a circus
By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

What was rural life without the 
circus occasionally coming to town? 
And, Fayette County was not exempt 
from that experience. A 1943 Record-
Herald article talks about the “epi-
demic” which hit the County during 
the “gay nineties.”

When the circus closed up after its 
last show, it would leave with several 
of the county’s boys. Over a period 
of 10 years or so, it is estimated that 
at least 70 young men had forsaken 
farm life and had taken a fling with 
circus life. Some came home in a 
year or two or three. Some met with 
violent deaths. Others lived out their 

dreams with the circus seeing sights 
that few in Fayette County could 
even dream of.

One person to leave the county 
and seek her fortune was Armilda 
Elizabeth Burton. Armilda was born 
on March 14, 1875, and raised in 
Moons, Ohio. Moons is now called 
Buena Vista. Armilda was working at 
a shoe factory when she decided she 
needed more excitement than Fayette 
County could offer.

She headed west, changed her 
name to Mabel and eventually ended 
up in Chicago and met John Ringling 
who, along with his brothers, owned 
and operated the Ringling Brothers 
Circus. John was born on May 5, 
1866, in Baraboo, Wisc. where he 

and his brothers started their first 
circus. No one seems to know how 
Mabel and John met, but they were 
married in Hoboken, NJ in 1905. 
Mabel was 30-years-old and John was 
39.

Due to their lifestyle of criss-cross-
ing Europe and the United States, 
they were exposed to all the wonders 
in the art world. They started col-
lecting art, preferring to buy at auc-
tions. When they built their winter 
home in Sarasota, Fla., they filled 
the rooms with art from around the 
world. Mabel died on June 8, 1929 
from diabetes and Addison’s Disease. 
John died Dec. 2, 1936. It is reported 
that John never fully recovered from 
Mabel’s death. They had shared 

a love of travel, art and culture. 
Though John remarried, he always 
missed Mabel.

With the news of the Ringling 
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 
Circus closing this spring after 146 
years of entertainment, one can only 
think of the joy and entertainment 
the circus brought to life in rural Fay-
ette County. As everything does, the 
“Greatest Show on Earth” will fade 
into history, as do all memories.

However, when the wander-lust 
begins to pull, you may visit the two 
places on earth where circus life is 
revered: The Circus World Museum 
in Baraboo, Wisc. and The Ringling 
Museum of the Circus in Sarasota, 
Fla. Have some cotton candy for me.

Bea-Mar Farms in Fayette County

Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
Bea-Mar Farms, Sam Marting Farm on US 22 & Miami Trace Road
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Harold C. Mark - 
‘Seed Corn Breeder’
By Wendi Swigert
For Spectrum Magazine

Harold Curtis Mark was born Nov. 1, 1898 
in Concord Township, Fayette County, in a 
house that was located behind the present 
house on 704 Miami Trace Road, where James 
and Melissa Garland live today.

He attended a one-room schoolhouse located 
in Concord Township prior to attending Wash-
ington High School. He then enlisted in the 
Army Air Corp prior to finishing high school 
during World War I.

Mark was a pioneer of the Hybrid Seed 
Corn business, starting in 1936. He oper-
ated the business for many years as Harold 
C. Mark & Son. He retired in the early 1960s 
when he turned the business over to his son, 
Gene. Gene then renamed the business Mark 
Hybrids. Harold was widely-known and highly-
regarded in the field of corn genetics.

In a featured article in the local newspaper 
on Nov. 16, 1957, it was stated that the busi-
ness sold 16,000 bushels of seed corn from the 
400 acres of seed corn raised. One of their bet-
ter hybrids in 1957 yielded 128.5 bushes per 
acre at 26 percent moisture, with only 2.07 
percent broken stalks.

The Marks had two seed corn processing 
plants burn down during their early years, but 
each time they rebuilt with a larger building.

During the early days of hybrid seed corn 
production, the female corn stalk had to be 
detasseled by hand regardless of the weather. 

During World War II, farm labor was scarce, 
so the Marks, with the assistance of William 
W. Montgomery, Fayette County Extension 
Agent, and John Leland, Fayette County Farm 
Labor Director, helped them get 20 to 25 boys 
from Alabama each year to help during the 
detasseling season.

These boys would come up on a bus and live 
there on the farm. Harold’s wife, Doris, and 
daughter, Jane, would do the cooking and they 
would sleep on cots in one of the buildings. 
Harold started the first annual seed corn field 
days in the county, maybe in the state. The 
Marks also raised Hampshire hogs and Her-
eford cattle. Doris Mark would raise and care 
for a flock of turkeys to sell during the holiday 
season.

Harold Mark was a member of Grace 
United Methodist Church, Fayette County 
Farm Bureau, Seldon Grange, the Ohio Seed 
Improvement Association, and the Concord 
Township Board of Education. He served as a 
district commander of the Veterans of WWI, 
quartermaster of the local VFW-WWI, Barrack 
2291, and a member of the American Legion 
Paul A. Hughey Post 25.

He was inducted into the Fayette County 
Ag Hall of Fame in 2015.

He was an enthusiastic Ohio State football 
fan and would attend several games each fall. 
He even attended the 1950 OSU vs. Michigan 
Snow Bowl game and had to stay overnight 
in someone’s house on US 62 due to the 
weather.
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County Shepherds Club has rich history
By Phil Grover
For Spectrum Magazine

The Fayette County Shep-
herds Club, the oldest active 
farm commodity/species 
group in Fayette County, 
was organized Oct. 29, 
1940, in the basement of the 
Farm Bureau Cooperative 
Association building. There 
were approximately 50 farm-
ers present. Mr. Charles C. 
McCoy was the prime mover 
in the organization.

At the first meeting, 
officers and directors were 
elected. They were presi-
dent, Russell C. Beatty; vice 
president, Delbert E. Morris; 
secretary, W.W. Montgom-
ery; and treasurer, Dwight 
Johnson. Ralph Agle, Willard 
Bitzer, Chester James, Frank 
King, Josef Louis, Homer S. 
Morrow, Verne Roehm, Wal-
ter P. Thompson, Ellsworth 
Vannorsdall, and J.B. Waln 
completed the list of direc-
tors.

At this meeting the name 
of the Fayette County Shep-
herds Club was chosen for 
the association and a consti-
tution was adopted by the 
group. The purposes of the 
organization were outlined 
and presented as follows:

a. To promote the estab-
lishment of purebred flocks 
among its members.

b. To promote the improve-
ment of the sheep, lamb and 
wool industry of Fayette 
County.

c. To promote the sheep 
show at the Fayette County 
Fair.

d. To cooperate with 
the Agriculture Extension 
Service in its endeavor to 
improve production and mar-
keting methods.

e. To support and encour-

age the 4-H boys’ and girls’ 
sheep and lamb projects in 
the county.

In keeping with this last 
objective of the club, one of 
the directors, Willard Bitzer, 
organized and became the 
leader of the only all-sheep 
4-H club at that time in the 
state of Ohio.

To be eligible for member-

ship in the Shepherds Club, 
a sheep grower must own or 
lease a registered ram to be 
recorded with the secretary 
of the group, and must be the 
sire of the lambs which the 
members were to sell in the 
lamb pool. No lambs were 
eligible to be sold in the pool 
unless this requirement had 
been complied with. Nine 

lamb pools were held the 
first year. The top price for 
double blues that year was 
$13.50. Membership lists 
were revised once each year 
on Sept. 1.

The first banquet was held 
on Feb. 27, 1941 in the Sun-
nyside School Auditorium, 
with over 200 in attendance. 
Russell Beatty acted as toast-

master, with Walter Thomp-
son Chairman of the banquet 
committee and Mrs. Thomp-
son extended the welcome to 
the group with the reading of 
an article dedicated to shep-
herding.

One of the interesting proj-
ects was the Buckeye Sheep 
Association. Seven Fayette 

Courtesy photo
Shepherds Club members Williard Bitzer and G.B. Vance shipped Dorset and Suffolk breeding stock by railroad from Washington C.H. to new owners in the late 
1940s. About the same time, Vance purchased 10 Suffolk ewes from London, England, which was a major importation.

See SHEPHERDS | 41
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County purebred sheep breeders 
participated in 1950, which was the 
first year for the program. Associate 
county agent Al Cobb and the sheep 
breeders weighed lambs the first 
Sunday of each month, starting in 
June, until all the 158 lambs had been 
weighed.

The Shepherds Club has remained 
active through the years in promoting 
the sheep improvement program. In 
1964 in connection with the Agricul-
tural Society lamb show and carcass 
contest, believed to be the first such 
contest to be held at a county level, 
was conducted at our local fair.

In the late 50s a Jr. Shepherds Club 
was organized. Arrangements were 
made with a local bank to loan money 
to youth who wished to purchase 
units of five commercial ewes. The 
president of the Shepherds Club and 

the associate county extension agent 
held monthly meetings with the mem-
bers and the project was concluded 
each year with a show of five lambs 
per member at the Producers Stock-
yards. G.B. Vance and Alvin Sexten 
were the prime movers in this activ-
ity and Bill Wallace was the banker.

In the 60s the Shepherds Club orga-
nized a Jr. Fair lamb prospect con-
signment sale. This sale, one of the 
first of its kind, offered Jr. Fair youth 
the opportunity to purchase good 
quality lambs at a reasonable price. 
The lambs were weighed and sold in 
an auction at the fairgrounds in April. 
This sale was held for many years 
until there were so many similar sales 
in Ohio that the group decided to 
drop the event.

Due to the difficulty in securing 
high quality ewe replacements from 
the West, arrangements were made 
by the Extension Agent, Produc-
ers Livestock Association and the 
Shepherds Club to purchase train car 
loads of solid mouth white faced ewes 

in Montana to be bred to Dorset rams 
for flock replacements. The first year 
the ewes cost $9 per head, the second 
year $12 per head and the third year 
$21. Altogether more than 2,200 
ewes were purchased by area sheep 
producers and this project proved 
highly successful until the solid 
mouth ewes became too high priced 
to obtain.

One of the more recent glamor-
ous projects was introduced by the 
1977 Lamb Queen Cindi Grover. She 
organized the first Ohio County Fair 
Ladies Lead Class in conjunction 
with the Shepherds Club. This event 
has grown in participation until it 
has become one of the most popular 
events each year at the fair. In keep-
ing with the times, it is now known 
as the “Guy and Gals Lead Class.”

The Shepherds Club has always 
supported state and national sheep 
organizations. Contributions were 
made to the Make-It-With-Wool 
Contest and many Fayette County 
youth participated and placed high in 

district and state Contests. Fayette 
County Shepherds participated in the 
Ohio Commercial Ewe Flock Contest 
sponsored by the O.S.I.A.

Willard Bitzer and Bob Highfield 
both served many years as directors 
of the Ohio State Fair Sheep Show. 
Both also served as president of the 
Ohio Sheep Improvement Associa-
tion.

The Shepherds Club originated 
the market lamb sale at the fair and 
helps with securing buyers. For sev-
eral years lamb burgers have been 
served to the buyers during the lamb 
sale. Delicious lamb burgers are also 
served at the family picnic in August. 
Since 2004 scholarships have been 
given to outstanding Jr. Fair Sheep 
exhibitors.

The 75th anniversary of the Shep-
herds Club was celebrated at their 
annual banquet in March of 2015. All 
former Fayette County Lamb Queens 
were guests. Many sheep people 
from across the State of Ohio were in 
attendance.

From page 40

Shepherds
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Give. Advocate. Volunteer
Live United

Thank you Fayette County for your support of our 2016 
Campaign. Your donations will help support the following 

Fayette County programs and make a difference in the lives 
of those who live in our community.

2017 United Way Funded Partners
CORE Car Seat

Commission on Aging
Fayette Co. YMCA

Fayette Co. Health Dept.
Fayette Co. Food Pantry

Gathering Place HELP Fund
Heritage Memorial Grocery Assistance

Channel 3
CORE- Children Offered Resources Early

Fayette Co. Society for the Disabled
Fayette Co. Progressive Industries

The Well at Sunnyside

Rose Ave Community Center
Rock A Bye Day Care

S. Central Ohio Big Brothers/Sisters
The Warehouse

Life Pregnancy Center
Destination Home

Transportation Program
Homemaker Aide

Brick House Emergency Shelter
Fayette Co. Victim Witness

Senior Santa
Habitat for Humanity

Make a donation
Name: ________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
Email: _____________________________________
Mail your tax deductible donation to: United Way of Fayette Co. 
 101 E. East St 
 Washington CH, OH 43160

www.unitedwayfayco.org
Find us on Facebook

THANK YOU 
FOR GETTING INVOLVED.

CHANGING LIVES. 

LIVING UNITED.

40958163
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Don’t trust your vehicle with just anyone ...
Trust it with the pros at Jim VanDyke’s Automotive & Tire Center
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Growing up on a family farm
By Lois Roads
For Spectrum Magazine

Farming and agriculture have 
changed tremendously since I was a 
child in the early 1940s. At that time, 
farms averaged 100-200 acres in size 
and were general farming rather than 
specialized. My dad was a farmer who 
was out of bed well before daylight 
but insisted that the rest of the family 
remain in bed until he had the old heat-
ing stove fired up to heat a portion of 
the house. Afterward, he went outside 
to feed the livestock and milk four 
cows. He then returned to the house 
for a hot breakfast.

Following breakfast, Dad went back 
outside to harness the horse(s) and 
begin his day’s work. I can still picture 
him in the spring season behind a 
single horse, holding the plow handles. 
The reins were around his shoulders, 
one foot was down in the furrow, and 
the other foot was up on the unplowed 
ground. He would walk this way until 
he heard Mother pump the old “oogah 
horn,” letting him know lunch was 
ready. If he didn’t hear the horn, the 
horse did, and his head and ears went 
up. The horse and Dad were rewarded 
with good food, a cool drink and a 
short rest. Then it was back to the 
plow.

When evening came, it was milking 
time again. At this point, one of my 
chores kicked in: I hand-pumped cold 
water to chill and keep cold the milk 

until the milkman came the next morn-
ing to pick up our two heavy cans of 
milk.

In those days, farm work was unend-
ing. Even in winter, my dad cleared 
fence rows, ditches and overgrown 
lots. He would make a big pile of brush 
and start a fire. My brother and I liked 
to go with him. We wouldn’t return 
to the house for lunch; instead, Dad 
had brought several potatoes with him 
which he placed in the ashes at the 
edge of the fire. When lunchtime came, 
we had wonderful baked potatoes.

Growing up, I was a tomboy. I liked 
to spend time in the woods, swinging 

on big grapevines, looking for new 
wildflowers, jumping over a small 
branch and poking toads with a stick to 
watch them jump. I rode a gentle horse 
named Old Florrey, was the water 
girl for threshers, used a corn knife to 
cut nubbins for the cows and helped 
jerk ears of corn in our one-acre “new 
ground.” I tried to rake hay with an 
old horse-drawn dump rake; however, 
I wasn’t big or strong enough to push 
the dump peddle that would actually 
dump the hay.

When I was 11, my dad’s first tractor 
was a steel-wheeled Farmall. I begged 
and begged to drive it. When Dad final-

ly conceded, I ran it into the side of 
the barn—no power steering in those 
days! I loved to play in the loose hay 
in the haymow and in our small room 
holding the harvested wheat. I fed the 
horses and chickens and gathered eggs. 
There was only one problem with that: 
I either had to run for the gate with my 
basket of eggs or get “flopped” by the 
old rooster.

There were no girls in our 

Granpa J.B. Waln practices his baritone horn for 
Jim Guthrie’s Band.

Courtesy photos
Grandpa J.B. Waln with his bride, Elsie Lucinda, around 1900.

See FAMILy | 44
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neighborhood, but my brother Roger 
had friends who bicycled over, and they 
let me play with them even though I 
was five years younger. They instructed 
me to “hike” the football and then drop 
(so they wouldn’t run me down). We 
played baseball but I wasn’t allowed to 
bat—the first time I’d tried, I hit one 
of the guys in the mouth. One day the 
boys were riding bikes down a barn-
yard hill and across a ditch. I wasn’t 
going to be a sissy, so I peddled as 
hard as I could. I hit the ditch and the 
bike stopped, but I flew over the top. I 
wasn’t hurt, but I had broken the fork 
of Roger’s bike—a total loss.

As a youngster, I never heard com-
plaints about the hard work, long hours 
or being tired; instead, we had family 
devotions together each evening and 
thanked God for all our blessings. The 
evening often ended with us gathering 
around the old upright piano and enjoy-
ing family singing. Three times a week, 
we attended New Martinsburg Method-
ist Church, where my dad was Sunday 
school superintendent for 25 years.

We were poor money-wise but rich 
in every other way. Raising and butch-
ering our own meat, planting a large 
garden, having grapevines, pear and 
quince trees—yes, we always had plen-
ty to eat. Mother canned, coldpacked, 
made jams and jelly and prepared sau-
sage which she packed into crocks and 
placed on shelves in the cold cellar. She 
made cottage cheese and churned but-
ter, and was known by all the threshers 
in the area as the best iced-tea maker 
ever. Mother’s tea was strong enough 
to walk and was NEVER unsweetened!

When World War II came along, 
Mother went to work at the American 
Pad & Textile Co., where she sewed 
life preservers, vests and sleeping bags 
for our troops. One year when things 
were “lean” on the farm, Dad took a 
job at Enslen’s Market on North Main 
Street in Washington C.H. Roger and 
I loved that because we got to come 
to town on Saturday and were given a 
dime each to go to the movie theatre 
across from Craig’s Department Store. 
The serial we both loved was “Boston 
Blackie”; however, we also viewed ter-

rible pictures of the war.
In those days, families did more visit-

ing with neighbors, friends and rela-
tives. When I was in grade school and 
we sang “Over the River and Through 
the Woods,” I sang with gusto because 
one of my favorite places to go was to 
my Grandpa Waln’s. Grandpa, born in 
1877, was named Joshua Benona Waln. 
He lived on Fishbackroad southwest 
of New Martinsburg. The family farm 
extended down to Rattlesnake Creek, 
where my two cousins from Columbus 
and my brother Roger were allowed to 
go and where they spent many happy 
hours. Grandpa had married Elsie 
Lucinda Carper from New Petersburg 
(where her family were among the 
original settlers of that village); and to 
this Waln-Carper union were born four 
children: my mother Eva Marie Waln 
Jett, Mildred Waln Campbell, and twins 
Ray Aldo and Roy Eldo, although Roy 
died at 5 months. My Grandma Waln 
died when I was only 2.

Grandpa Waln, better known as J.B. 
or Uncle Ben, was also a farmer. In 
addition to growing a variety of crops, 
he raised Shropshire sheep and Ches-
ter White hogs, and he was a charter 
member of both the Fayette County 
Shepherds’ Club and the Forest Shade 
Grange. He took great pride in his live-
stock, showing annually at the Fayette 

County Fair and the Ohio State Fair. 
He loved competition and won his 
share of ribbons.

When Grandpa attended fairs, he 

took along his cot and blanket and 
slept near his livestock. While he was 
at the local fair, Mother would select 
one day of the week to take Grandpa a 
fried chicken lunch and visit with him. 
When I was a teenager, I was dating 
Lloyd Roads, who showed Big-Type 
Poland China hogs; and Mother once 
suggested I ask Lloyd to join us. Lloyd 
arrived first at the designated spot. 
When Grandpa arrived, Lloyd said to 
me in a surprised voice, “Uncle Ben 
is your grandpa?” He looked a little 
uncomfortable, then shared that he and 
a couple of other teenaged boys teased 
Grandpa a lot. It seems that sometimes 
when Grandpa took a nap at the fair, 
they would tie him to his cot, tickle 
his nose and ears, and drip cold water 
on him. Lloyd said that Grandpa was 
always a good sport and just laughed, 
but that “maybe later he’d even the 
score.”

When I picture Grandpa, he is sitting 
in his large cane rocking chair beside 
a huge rolltop desk. That was his spot. 
When he started to tell us about one 
of his winning animals, he would reach 

103 N. London St., Mt. Sterling 
740-869-3817

M-F 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 8 am-Noon
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An early Fayette County residence (1906?) of the Walns. Standing directly above the front porch 
are (from left) Grandpa J.B. Waln, Lois Roads’ mother Eva Marie (approximately 3-years-old), and 
Grandma Elsie Lucinda holding infant Mildred.

From page 43
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70 years of productive soil and clean water
By Chet Murphy
Fayette SWCD Director

On May 12, 1934, the worst dust 
storm in the nation’s history swept 
eastward from the Great Plains to the 
Atlantic Ocean, obscuring the sun 
and depositing obvious films of dust 
as it moved. This catastrophic storm 
served as the catalyst for public out-
cry and congressional action for soil 
and water conservation throughout 
the nation.

On April 27, 1935, Congress 
passed and President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed the Soil Conserva-
tion Act of 1935, Public Law No. 46. 
The act established the Soil Conser-
vation Service (SCS) within USDA.

As the decade of the 1940s began, 
world conflicts were bringing our 
nation closer to war each passing 
month and intense pressures were 
developing on farmers to increase 
food production on the land they 
managed. The 94th Ohio General 
Assembly included soil conserva-
tion on its agenda, and on May 16, 
1941, passed House Bill 646, which 
became the Ohio Soil Conservation 
District Enabling Act when it was 
signed by Gov. John W. Bricker on 
June 5, 1941. This Act created the 
Ohio Soil Conservation Committee 
(OSCC) as an agency of the State of 
Ohio with offices at The Ohio State 
University. The Act also established 
procedures for the formation of local 
Soil Conservation Districts and the 
election of local District Boards of 
Supervisors in addition to defining 
the authorities and responsibilities 
of these local district boards and 
OSCC.

Procedures for the formation of 
a local Soil Conservation District 
required that a petition requesting 
a hearing and containing signatures 
of a least 75 landowners within the 
proposed district be submitted to 
OSCC. Then OSCC would conduct a 
public hearing concerning possible 
formation of the District. Testimony 
at the hearing provided information 

which assisted OSCC to determine 
the sufficiency of need for the dis-
trict. A favorable decision resulted in 
OSCC authorizing the local petition-
ers to conduct a local referendum for 
or against the proposed district.

Both OSCC hearings and the local 
referendum were advertised by legal 
notices in the local newspapers. The 
description of the district’s boundar-
ies, name of the District, hearing and 
referendum dates, and balloting loca-
tions and times were required in the 
referendum legal notice. Landowners 
within the proposed district were 
eligible to vote. Results of the local 
referendum were tallied and certi-
fied to OSCC for review and action 
declaring the district organized if 
65 percent of those voting favored 
establishment of the proposed Dis-
trict.

Administration of an organized dis-
trict and its program was provided 
in the Act by requiring the election 
of a District Board of Supervisors 
consisting of five members, not nec-
essarily farmers or landowners. The 
law stated that no supervisor shall 
receive compensation for services 
but may be reimbursed for necessary 
expenses incurred in the discharge 
of official duties. Upon submission 
to OSCC of petitions nominating 
candidates for supervisors signed by 
25 landowners within the district, 
OSCC conducted an election of 
supervisors. OSCC upon receipt of 
election results declared a District 
functional and transmitted to the 
Ohio Secretary of State a copy of its 
finding and decree incorporating the 
district and a list of supervisors of 
the District. The district thereupon 
became a political subdivision of the 
State of Ohio.

Fayette County landowners filed 
the required petition with the OSCC 
on Feb. 14, 1946. During the refer-
endum held on June 4, 1946, 93.78 
percent of votes cast were in favor of 
the creation of the soil conservation 
district. Fayette Soil Conservation 
District was chartered by the Ohio 

Secretary of State on Feb. 10, 1947. 
The district’s name was changed to 
Fayette Soil & Water Conservation 
District on Feb. 11, 1964.

The District originally operated 
with only the unpaid Board of Super-
visors. The first Board of Supervisors 
included Loren Hynes, chairman; 
Justin Owens, vice chairman; Robert 
Allemang, treasurer; Baldwin Rice, 
secretary; and Frank Sollars. Over 
time, funding from the Board of Fay-
ette County Commissioners and the 
State of Ohio allowed for the hire of 
district staff to assist with address-
ing local natural resource concerns.

Original Supervisor Frank Sollars 
recalled these early years during the 
District’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
By Frank Sollars, Supervisor 1947-
1964
September 10, 1997

Fifty years ago we formed the Fay-
ette County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict. The emphasis at that time was 
to conserve the soil from wind and 
water erosion. To accomplish this, 
the farm plans included: rotations 
from three to five years to keep the 
soil in place. The main practices at 
that time were subsurface drainage, 
farm ponds, and bringing the Ph 
up to raise legumes. We even recom-
mended planting multiflora rose for 
wildlife and wind erosion.

Our corn crop started with 42” 
corn rows, so a horse could move 
easily in between. As the horses dis-
appeared and were replaced by farm 
tractors, we started narrowing the 
rows for good reasons. 1.) To control 
weeds, we checked the corn so we 
could cultivate it in two different 
directions. 2.) To increase yields we 
tried going from 3 to 4 kernels per 
hill. At that time we didn’t have the 
technology for this increase in popu-
lation. It was necessary to squeeze 
the rows to 36” and keep the kernels 
at three per hill.

The reasons I bring this up is that 

fifty years ago my closest neighbor 
and County Agent W.W. Montgomery, 
asked me if I would be interested in 
experimenting with a new herbicide 
called 2-4-D. I said yes I would, but 
I didn’t think it would work. I didn’t 
think anything would kill broadleaf 
and vines and not kill corn.

As history has proven, herbicides 
have drastically changed the way we 
farm. Dr. John A. Slipher, an agron-
omist for Ohio State University, had 
the vision for no-till farming. At the 
time, he had neither the mechani-
cal nor the chemical adaptations to 
make it successful. No-till farming 
has been one of the most successful 
conservation tools in modern his-
tory. Once we had the herbicides to 
control weeds and grasses, we had to 
find out the most desirable popula-
tions for corn.

3.) The next step was to see how 
much fertilizer we could use to keep 
the cost of our corn at a minimum 
per bushel. That was the catalyst to 
start our first corn club.

The name for the Soil Conserva-
tion District was later changed to 
Soil & Water Conservation District 
and one of the main emphasis today 
is on water quality. To achieve this, 
we are improving our waterways, 
installing filter strips, and more and 
more no-till every year.

It, is getting so expensive to pro-
duce an acre of corn that we cannot 
afford but a very limited amount of 
water damage. The Soil & Water 
Conservation District has installed 
miles of internal drainage, and thou-
sands of feet of waterways, which 
makes it economically sound for our 
modern farming practices.

We are forever thankful we started 
the Fayette County District fifty 
years ago, and for the contributions 
they have made to the Fayette County 
Farmers.

Much has changed in the 20 years 
since then, but much has stayed the 
same. Farmers still work to keep 

See CLEAN | 46
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Hospice of Fayette County is a 
local, nonprofit agency, that never 

bills a patient or family for the care or 
supplies provided related to their illness.

We provide comfort and symptom 
management and support in physical, 

mental and spirtual aspects when 
there is a life limited desease.
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over into one of those pigeonholes and 
retrieve the papers he wanted. Those 
two pieces of furniture are still in the 
family. Grandpa was also a beekeeper; 
and I can envision him with his net 
covering, his smoker and other equip-
ment, tending to his bees and honey. 
Our kitchen table often had a dish of 
honeycomb available for snacks or a 
good chew.

One thing every Waln family mem-

ber had to learn was to play croquet. 
you were shown the ropes, given some 
time to learn the game, and then were 
on your own. If you didn’t like serious 
competition, you’d better bow out! 
Once electricity came to rural areas, 
my Uncle Ray strung lights over the 
croquet court so that the competition 
could continue even after dark. When 
the games were over, we were often 
treated to the best ice cream I have 
ever tasted: Aunt Louella Powell Waln 
had been churning while the others 
were playing croquet.

Grandpa lived a full life. He loved 
music, and besides singing in the fam-

ily quartet, he played the baritone horn 
as an adult in Jim Guthrie’s Band at 
Leesburg. (Roger and I later took turns 
playing his horn in our high school 
band.) I’ve been told by older New 
Martinsburg men that J.B. Waln was 
considered one of the most honest men 
in the area, so perhaps this is the rea-
son he was asked to administer many 
estates. I still have copies of several 
of those wills. I don’t feel guilty about 
having these personal items because 
not so long ago, all probated wills were 
published in detail in the newspaper 
for anyone to read.

Grandpa Waln lived to the age of 

91, having spent his last few years in 
a family home located on Paint Street 
just a few steps away from McDonald’s 
Mill, where Grandpa had traded. Mrs. 
Iva Spangler and her daughter Betty 
Massie (and her young granddaughter, 
Cathy Massie White, whom I have met 
through my membership in Altrusa) 
took good care of Grandpa in those 
waning years.

At my age (83), memories—espe-
cially good ones—are very important. 
I have wonderful memories of growing 
up on a family farm. I only wish every 
child growing up today could say the 
same of his own childhood.

From page 44

Family

soil in place, to find the best way to 
kill weeds, and to maximize the effi-
ciency of seed population and fertil-
izer application. All while striving to 
maintain or improve water quality.

Fayette SWCD has continued to 
work with local landowners, gov-
ernmental bodies, schools, and civic 
groups to maintain and improve 
the productivity of soil and quality 
of water in Fayette County. No-till, 
grassed waterways, and filter strips 
remain important tools in this effort. 
Cover crops, native warm season 
grasses, animal waste storage struc-
tures, and nutrient management 
plans are just some of the new tools 
that are now used. The District is 
also the Local Sponsor for state and 
federal farmland preservation pro-
grams.

The District has expanded to work 
outside of the traditional agricultural 
sector. We now have programs to 
assist with the repair and replace-
ment of failing septic systems, for 
scrap tire amnesty collections, and 
for backyard conservation. We also 
offer multiple education programs for 
school age children and for adults.

Fayette Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District is proud of its first 70 
years and looks forward to serving 
all citizens of Fayette County for the 
next 70 years and beyond. The dis-
trict staff of Chet Murphy, Director; 
Brigitte Hisey, Natural Resource Spe-
cialist; and David Payne, Dan Fauber, 
and Malcolm Miller, district techni-
cians, are available to assist with 
your local natural resource concerns. 
Call them at 740-636-0279.

Excerpts taken from ODA-DSWC 
SWCD Administrative Handbook 
and Fayette SWCD 50 Years of Con-
servation Leadership.
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Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
A thrashing operation located near Jeffersonville.

Jeffersonville thrashing operation
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Fayette County Jr. Fair Board: From the past to the present
By Phil Grover
Former Fayette County Extension Agent

On the occasion of the Opening Cer-
emony of the Fayette County Fair in 
July 2005….

The first Fayette County Jr. Fair 
Board was organized Jan. 27, 1955. 
The officers were Roger Gorman, 
president; Karma Kay Knox Breed-
love, vice president; Francis Turner, 
secretary; Marvin Smith treasurer; 
and Portia Brownell Cunningham, 
news reporter. Other members were 
Paul Hughes and Danny Schlichter, 
representing the Washington High 
School FFA, Marilyn Writsel of the 
Washington High School FHA; Mar-
vin Smith and Ron Sears of the Jef-
fersonville FFA, Beverly Sears of the 
Jeffersonville FHA, and Peggy Riley of 
the Wayne High School FHA Chapter.

There were 13 members represent-
ing the 4-H Clubs of the county. They 
were Barbara Sue Kneisley Wilt, Sally 

Reiff Dickey, Marilyn Heistand, Gene 
Gustin, Bob Rife, David Whiteside, 
Pete Rife, Gary Cockerill, Roger Bon-
ham, Roger Gorman, Kama Kay Knox, 
Portia Brownell, and Francis Turner. 
There was a total of 20 members. 
Extension Agent Albert Cobb was the 
advisor to the group.

Cobb left Fayette County that 
spring to become the extension agent 
in Putnam County. I arrived, fresh 
out of college, as the associate county 
agent, on July 1, 1955. It was my plea-
sure to work with that first Jr. Fair 
Board. At least half of those original 
20 spent most of their adult life in 
Fayette County. Their children and 
grandchildren have participated in the 
Fayette County Fair. Some of these 
second and third generations have 
been 4-H advisors and even members 
of the Jr. Fair Board. I am pleased that 
our granddaughter, Mary Myers, had 
the opportunity to serve as the 50th 
Jr. Fair Board president last year.

The first president, Roger Gorman, 
and the first Jr. Fair Queen, Sally 
Reiff, were invited to assist with the 
opening ceremony, however they were 
unable to be here due to previous 
commitments. Roger said he “was 
very proud to have been the first Jr. 
Fair Board president and wished 
everyone a successful fair.” Sally 
thought it would have been “really 
neat to return and crown the new 
queen.” I do notice Karma Kay Knox 
Breedlove, the vice president of that 
first Jr. Fair Board here in the audi-
ence.

Fifty years ago, the Fayette County 
Fairgrounds looked much different 
than it appears today.

1) The Fair Board did not own the 
grounds on which the fair was held.

2) The Show Arena did not exist.
3) The Mahan Hall had not been 

built.
4) The 4-H Horse Barn was not 

built until 1960.

5) The Jr. Fair Board Office was 
located in the little shed which is 
attached to the current Poultry & 
Rabbit Building, which at that time 
housed all the steers. Each year there 
was some terrific competition for the 
grand champion steer with nearly 100 
steers in the competition.

6) In those days we only had a steer 
sale auction. Pigs and lambs were 
sold in groups on paper and brought 
a little more than market price. The 
lamb and pig sales were somewhat 
reluctantly approved by the Sr. Fair 
Board on a trial basis about 1956. The 
small animal sale was added many 
years later mostly through the efforts 
of Wayne Arnold and Dr. Frank Breed-
love. The three nights of sales have 
been a major feature of the fair for 
many years.

7) Oh, yes. The current beef and 
dairy barns have been added in recent 

Courtesy photo
This photo from the 2016 Fayette County Fair shows the Jr. Fair Board and commodity queens.

See BOARD | 49
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years. We showed all livestock under 
tents and did they get hot!

How these buildings got built and 
why things changed has many fasci-
nating twists, turns and scenarios. 
Time will not permit me to relate 
those stories but it has been a most 
interesting series of historical devel-
opments, especially for those of us 
who have been a part of it.

Fifty years ago, the county fair 
was the biggest social event of the 
year, just as it is today. Many hard 
working and creative Jr. & Sr. Fair 
Board members, home economics & 
vo-ag teachers, 4-H advisors, elected 
officials and others all working 
together, have brought the fair from 
the glorious past to the exciting 
present.

Long live the Fayette County Fair!

UPDATE JULY 2015
Many changes have taken place 

in the past 10 years. These include 
the erection of two livestock barns, 
both 60 x 200 feet to replace the 
cattle barn and the small animal 
barn. These join the swine barn, 
erected in 2008, and the sheep barn 
built in 2009 to make for a very nice 
livestock barn arrangement. These 
facilities are used throughout the 
year for jackpot shows and livestock 
sales.

The Mahan Hall and attached 
buildings have been remodeled this 
year and are being used by many 
community organizations.

UPDATE 2017
Currently there are 39 members 

of the Junior Fair Board and the 
2017 officers are: President – Clare 
Sollars, Vice President – Todd Peter-
son, Secretary – Marissa Sheets, 
Treasurer – Cole Karnes, Com-
munity Service Chair – Susanna 
Eckstein, and Sr. Fair Board Repre-
sentative – Victoria Schappacher. 
The Senior Fair Board has employed 
Amanda Ivy to serve as the Junior 
Fair Coordinator in 2017.

From page 48

Board Making hay in Fayette County

Photo courtesy of the Fayette County Museum
A hay making operation where Herb’s Restaurant was located.
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

What started as a journey 
into a new industry for his fam-
ily, the late Clyde Martindale 
left a legacy spanning four 
generations of horse racing 
lovers, and is remembered by 
his son who continues to carry 
the name proudly on the family 
stables.

Rick Martindale, born to 
Clyde and Betty Martindale in 
January of 1953, has been car-
ing for horses for practically as 
long as he can remember. Even 
from 1958, at just 5-years-old, 
he has fond memories of spend-
ing evenings and weekends 
with his dad as they worked 
with their horses and became 
respected horseman in the com-
munity.

“We got started in the mid-
50s,” Martindale said with a 
chuckle. “I know when I was 
5-years-old I was at the fair-
grounds. I used to go to Scioto 
Downs, we went there to race, 
and I remember going. Back 
then you could let your kids run 
around and wait on you while 
at the paddock, you can’t do 
that today.”

He explained that his dad 
bought into a partnership with 
Bob Huysman, a local guy in 
Fayette County who also owned 

race horses. Between a few 
different racing horse projects, 
Martindale spent his formative 
years learning from his dad, 
Huysman and other mentors on 
the ways of caring and training 
equine. These teachings and 
years with such mentors would 
form his strong passion.

“Before ‘70, we bought a 
horse off of Doc Todd, a trotter, 
a nice trotter, which was the 
first horse I drove in a mati-

nee,” Martindale said. “When 
I got him out behind the gate 
though he hit a pace and I 
couldn’t get him to stop. I want-
ed to race, but I couldn’t get 
that horse to stop pacing. We 
ended up taking him down to 
Lebanon and won 11 in a row 
with him as a pacer. We really 
enjoyed that horse, he had the 
mange bad when we got him 
and he loved to drink beer. Dad 
would have a bottle of beer and 

that horse would not leave him 
alone until dad gave it to him. 
That horse would actually grab 
the beer bottle in his teeth and 
lean his head up to drink it.”

It was around this time that 
Martindale found the love of his 
life, Donas Marlene Bruce, and 
they soon became married. Fol-
lowing high school, he began 
to work and his involvement in 
the horse industry waned, but 
never broke.

“We had our own stable 
until I went to work in 1971,” 
Martindale said. “Then I had 
a couple of my own horses. 
Dad had given me a mare back 
when I was 11 or 12 years-old. 
So we bred her and had a few 
colts. Even though I was work-
ing another job I drove horses, I 
just didn’t train full time.”

As the couple grew, so did 

A family business, a lifetime legacy

Photos courtesy of Martindale Stables
Clyde’s granddaughter, Clarissa Martindale (now Hess), helped the family daily by cleaning stalls, jogging horses and many 
other important tasks.

In 1980-81, Terry Blair, who eventually 
became a member of the Ohio House 
of Representatives serving the 38th 
District from 2009 to 2014, came on 
as an owner. Blair sadly passed away 
in June of 2014 and is remembered 
by the entire Martindale family for 
his kindness, sincerity and overall 
positive attitude that continued to 
shine even on the worst of race days.

See LEGACy | 51
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their family and they soon gave birth to 
their daughter, Clarissa Martindale, in 
January of 1973 and JR Martindale in 
October of 1977. Though both children 
had their interests, they held a special 
place in their hearts for horses. They 
would show them at the Fayette County 
Fair year after year, help train the rac-
ing horses with Martindale, and would 
eventually pass that love onto their own 
children.

“Clarissa was pretty involved,” Mar-
tindale said. “you have to remember 
that Marlene worked and JR and Clar-
issa were in the van with me going to 
work. They came to the fairgrounds 
with me. Not only that, Clarissa would 
go with me every Saturday before we 
even got to that point, just like I used 
to with my dad. I really enjoyed hav-
ing the kids involved. Horse racing is a 
family business, and it used to be that 
you didn’t get into the business unless 
you were born into the business like 
with farming. It was great and I always 
dreamed that one of the kids or grand-
kids would go off to be the next great 
trainer, and now we have a nephew, 
Bryan Martindale, who is a licensed 
driver.”

As time progressed the family would 
soon begin to see Clyde become ill and 
step away from the horse business. It 
was a tough loss for the family, but Mar-
tindale pushed on and continues the tra-
dition of horse racing with his stable.

“Dad was always involved up until he 
began to show symptoms of his Alzheim-
er’s disease,” Martindale said. “We were 
together and started a public stable in 
1981, which is still in use today for those 
who want to train, and he continued to 
have an interest in it until he died about 
10 years ago. Working together all of 
those years, we really got along well. At 
one point he turned the running of the 
business over to me, that was in the mid 
90s. I was in charge of all of the check 
writing, collected the money, and, of 
course, paid dad his salary.”

It was around then, Martindale adver-
tised for another owner to help share 
costs and reap benefits of his training. 
He was soon contacted by Terry Blair, 
who eventually became a member of 

the Ohio House of Representatives, 
serving the 38th District from 2009 to 
2014. Blair sadly passed away in June of 
2014 and is remembered by the entire 
Martindale family for his kindness, sin-
cerity and overall positive attitude that 
continued to shine even on the worst of 
race days.

“In 1980-81, Terry came on as an 
owner,” Martindale said. “We had two 
horses for him and the second was a 
brood mare by the name of Special 
Laura. She raced for a moment and did 
okay, but we bred her and she gave us 
seven. They were the Dulacs and we 
raced those for the last 20, 30 years. 
The last one just passed away, so we 
don’t have any of those horses around 
anymore. Terry was a faithful partner 
all the way up until he passed away two 
years ago.”

“I love training horses and they con-
tinue to be my passion,” Martindale 
said. “I worked for Ray French for a 
couple summers when I was 16 and 
17. He had a big stable at that time 
named Lakewood Hills Stable. I ran 
six or seven horses for him at Scioto 
Downs when he was racing fairs. Then 
when I went to fairs, I lived out of his 
goose neck trailer. For me it was always 
- I would go to school, get home and I 
would immediately change clothes. Dad 
would be off at 3:30 p.m. to pick me up 
and we would spend the evening work-
ing horses. We trained three or four 
horses, then we would come home late 
to eat dinner. Sometimes we even had 
to go back out and take blankets off and 
finish up horses who needed to cool 
down. It was always what I wanted to 
do.”
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Doing business in the same location for 67 years

Martindale Stables began in the mid-50s when 
Clyde Martindale bought into a partnership with 
Bob Huysman, a local man in Fayette County 
who also owned race horses. Pictured is Bright 
Fame and in front of the horse is Clyde’s wife, 
Betty.

From page 50
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