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By Todd Peterson

The National FFA Convention is an 
exciting event for every FFA member, 
but for four members of Miami Trace 
FFA, the 2016 convention was an espe-
cially exciting time.

At the 89th-annual National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis, Ind., Cody 
Clyburn, Garrett Hagler, Nick Elrich, 
and Todd Peterson competed in the 
Agronomy Career Development Event 
(CDE). Long before these young men 
could compete in Indianapolis, they 
had to win the state agronomy compe-
tition in April of 2016. This was not 
an easy task because they had to beat 
another Ohio school that was the previ-
ous national winner and a three-time 
back-to-back state winning team, but 
through hard work and determination 
they prevailed, and at the Ohio FFA 
convention in May they were named 
the 2016 Ohio FFA Agronomy Cham-
pions.

Now the hard part began! The 
amount of information the team had to 
know nearly tripled, expanding from 
their original knowledge base of the 
weeds and plants, insects, seeds, and 
information related to Ohio agriculture, 
to knowledge of agriculture across 
the country. In order to expand their 
understanding of agriculture, the team 
members continued to study agronomy 
during the summer and when school 
rolled around in the fall, they doubled 
down their efforts. While Cody went 
off to college to study agronomy, the 
rest of the team returned to Miami 

Trace and arrived at school every morn-
ing at 6:45 a.m. to get 45 minutes of 
uninterrupted study time together. As 
the weeks of school rolled by, the team 
began to feel more confident in their 
abilities.

When the third week of October 
arrived, the four team members and 
Mr. Bennett drove to Indianapolis and 
made camp into their hotel rooms. For 
the next two days, everything revolved 
around agronomy. On Wednesday, the 
team was up early and dressed in their 
blue and gold corduroy jackets, ready 
to compete on the biggest stage of 
their lives. After all the formalities, the 
contest began, it started with a team 
activity, which consisted of making a 
budget for a theoretical farm. Following 
the team activity, they were directed to 
the insect identification practicum and 
forage and crop judging before complet-
ing the day.

Returning to the hotel room, the 

team prepared for the rest of the com-
petition. The next day began with the 
team members being divided into rota-
tions, each being directed to a different 
part of the contest. That day’s events 
consisted of the general knowledge 
exam, weed and plant identification, 
seed identification, machinery identi-
fication, grain grading, soil evaluation, 
agronomic issues problem, and diseases 
and deficiency practicum. After a long 
day of competition, the team returned 
to their hotel exhausted, but for the 
first time in a month could relax.

While the competitors were trying to 
relax and not worry about the results, 
the event organizers were working 
hard to get everything graded before 
the awards banquet the next day. At 
the banquet on Friday, it was revealed 
that Miami Trace finished second in 
the nation with all four team members 
achieving gold ranking and three of 
them finishing in the top 10. Finishing 
as the 2016 Reserve National Cham-
pions was an amazing achievement 
and is tied for the highest placing 
national CDE team in the Miami Trace 
Chapter’s history, tying with the 2012 
Agronomy team.

Now, three months since the national 
contest, these four FFA members have 
once again begun to study agronomy, 
this time from a different perspec-
tive. Garrett, Todd, and Nick are now 
coaching the next generation of Miami 
Trace agronomy competitors with 
the hopes that they too will have the 
opportunity to compete on the national 
stage.

Agronomy team places second in the nation

FFA advisor Bruce Bennett pictured with the 
second place National Agronomy team, Todd 
Peterson, Cody Clyburn, Garrett Hagler, and 
Nicholas Elrich.

By Abbi Pettit

On Saturday, Jan. 14, members of 
the Miami Trace/Great Oaks FFA 
Chapter traveled to the Embassy 
Suites in Dublin to attend the 212/360 
Leadership Conference.

This leadership conference is 
offered each year by the Ohio FFA, 
and over 800 FFA members from 
across the state are present. Fresh-
men, sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
are all eligible to attend this confer-
ence. This year, the Miami Trace FFA 
had 19 members in attendance.

At the conference, students learned 
various leadership tactics and how 
to better themselves, their chapters, 
and their communities. The students 

MT FFA attends 
leadership 
conference

Select members of the Miami Trace FFA 
Chapter pose for a picture at the 212/360 
Leadership Conference.

See LEADERSHIP | 4
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Saturday by Appointment
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Finding my ‘temporary home’ in FFA
“The front of the jacket 

says who you are. The 
back of the jacket says 
where you came from. 
Nowhere does it say 
where you are going.” 
-Anonymous.

For the past four years, 
I have roamed the halls 
of Miami Trace High 
School. As a freshman, 
the roaming of the halls 
and the unfamiliarity of 
location of classrooms 
was symbolic to my 
uncertainty of my pur-
pose and role within 
this organization. I was 
unaware of what direc-
tion to lead myself in- 
would I shift my focus to 
another aspect of high 

school or would I dive in 
full-heartedly to serving 
my chapter, community 
and organization?

A few weeks into high 
school, I had discovered 
my “temporary home;” I 
chose to instill an inborn 
fondness for this tempo-
rary home early on with-
out knowing the direct 
impact it would later have 
on my high school experi-
ence. Temporary home is 
defi ned as a home only 
lasting a short while. 
Despite this defi nition, 
the things I have learned, 
opportunities I have 
experienced, and the dif-
fi cult times encountered 
while in this temporary 

home are applicable to 
the entirety of my life and 
career.

I had found my belong-
ing for the four years 
of my life, however this 
home was small com-
pared to what lies before 
me and the benefi t 
extended beyond the 
walls of the home. These 
past years have encom-
passed many hours devot-
ed to Career Develop-
ment Practices (CDEs) in 
Parliamentary Procedure, 
Food Science, Greenhand 
Quiz, Milk Quality and 
Products, and Poultry 
as well as events and 
activities in the chapter’s 
program of activities, 

such as Fall Harvest Day 
and Paint the Town Pink. 
Little did I know my time 
in this temporary home 
would be over in the 
blink of an eye.

My senior year is 
quickly coming to a close 
and my time serving as 
an offi cer is gently drift-
ing away. The foundation 
of this temporary home 
has humbled me into the 
individual I am today. 
FFA has been a stepping 
stone to a promising 
future for not only myself 
but for others as well as 
the future of agriculture.

As I leave the house 
that built me, the memo-
ries and experiences 

will be cherished. These 
impacts implemented 
into my life can now be 
passed on to those I will 
later encounter. Simi-
lar to how I found my 
place in this temporary 
home and organization, 
I will soon fi nd my place 
within the agriculture 
industry. Although this 
experience was only 
temporary, my passion 
for agriculture and this 
organization will remain. 
I cannot express how 
thankful I am for this 
organization for intro-
ducing me to some of the 
most renowned people I 
know. As I leave behind 
a legacy, I hope that the 

next generation living 
in this temporary home 
upholds the impact much 
like the one left on mine.

Current residents and 
residents to come, never 
take a moment in this 
organization for granted 
because when it becomes 
time to move out and say 
goodbye, you will real-
ize what you did partake 
in and what you did not 
partake in. This time will 
fl ash before your eyes so 
do not blink. And to my 
fellow “roommates,” I 
pray that our next tem-
porary home holds just 
as much value in your 
heart just as this one has 
to all of us.

Chapter members pose for a picture at the 89th National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Ind.

Chapter 
members 

pose for 
a picture 

while 
touring 

the Beck’s 
Hybrid 

facility.
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Wilmington - 937-382-2566
WCH - 740-335-4401

Middletown - 513-360-0267
South Bloomfield - 740-983-8900 

Morrow - 513-899-0304
The Plains - 740-797-3032

“We proudly carry a 
full-line of lamb feed”

NEW Lamb 
Starter Feed 

In Stock

BUCKLEY BROS. INC
TOP GUN
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Blessed and transformed: My FFA story
By Meri Grace Carson

My name is Meri Grace 
Carson and I am a sopho-
more at Miami Trace High 
School. This is my second 
year in the National 
FFA Organiza-
tion and I cannot 
express what this 
organization has 
done for me.

Before the start 
of my freshmen 
year, I had no clue 
what FFA was. I 
just thought it was 
something all the 
“farm kids” were in, and 
I was one of those “farm 
kids.” I grew up on a 
farm, and my Dad was in 

FFA, so of course, I would 
be too. I would have never 
thought that one decision 
would have such a large 
impact on my life.

FFA has given me so 
much more than 
I could have ever 
dreamed. I have 
received so many 
life skills in my 
short time with the 
Miami Trace FFA 
Chapter. Skills such 
as public speaking, 
leadership, inde-
pendence, and the 

most important skill of 
all, personal growth and 
learning to be myself. I 
have been able to attend 
multiple leadership con-

ferences and conventions 
that have made lasting 
impacts. This year, I am 
serving on the Miami 
Trace offi cer team in the 
position of Student Devel-
opment Offi cer. It is an 
honor to be an offi cer, and 
I have been able to con-
nect with my fellow peers 
and the other offi cers to 
see what we can do to 
improve the chapter, serve 
the community, and build 
the character of our stu-
dent members.

Aside from being an 
offi cer and attending lead-
ership functions, one of 
my favorite parts of FFA 
is competing in Career 
Development Events 

(CDEs). I have been 
privileged to compete in 
multiple CDEs at the dis-
trict and state, and even 
represent the chapter at 
the national level. Some 
of these CDEs include: 
agronomy, parliamentary 
procedure, public speak-
ing, grain merchandis-
ing, veterinary science 
and soil judging. Each 
of these activities have 
given me a glimpse into 
different career fi elds in 
the area of agriculture 
as well as developed my 
critical thinking and team 
building skills.

I have taken advantage 
of the numerous opportu-
nities that FFA has given 

me over the past couple 
years. This involvement 
has forced me to develop 
time management skills 
to balance all my obliga-
tions. Part of being in 
FFA means I have taken 
many “fi eld trips.” If I 
tell my teachers I am 
going to be absent, they 
say “Really, another FFA 
thing?’’

When I look back on 
the past year-and-a-half, 
the two words that come 
to mind are: blessed and 
transformed. I have been 
blessed with the wonder-
ful opportunity to attend 
Miami Trace and be a 
member of the Miami 
Trace FFA Chapter. To 

me, FFA is more than a 
bunch of farmers walking 
around in blue cordu-
roy jackets. It is a place 
where many memories 
have been made and les-
sons have been learned 
that I will take with me 
and cherish for the rest of 
my life.

FFA has played a role 
in transforming me into a 
leader. That is something 
that is irreplaceable. I do 
not know where I would 
be without the impact 
FFA has had on my life, 
and cannot wait to see 
what my future will look 
like. But one thing I am 
certain of, FFA will be a 
part of that future.

Meri Grace 
Carson

spent the night at the hotel 
and attended more sessions on 
Sunday, Jan. 15. They left the 
hotel at noon to return home. In 
addition to expanding their per-
sonal skills, members also spent 
a great deal of time interacting 
with fellow Miami Trace FFA 
members and building friend-
ship with members across the 
state.

The students loved everything 

the conference taught them and 
they are enthusiastic to apply 
these new skills in their life 
and FFA chapter. Senior Cole 
Karnes described his experi-
ences at the conference as, 
“212/360 gives you the opportu-
nity to help discover the leader-
ship qualities we all have and 
how to use these skills to better 
ourselves and the people around 
us. The conference was very 
educational and was also a ton 
of fun. I’m glad that I decided to 
attend this great conference one 
last time.” The Miami Trace FFA Chapter’s Novice Parliamentary 

Procedure team.

The Miami Trace FFA Chapter’s Advanced Parliamentary 
Procedure team at districts where they placed first overall 
moving on to state contest.

From page 2

Leadership
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2017 Jeep Renegade 4x4
MSRP $24,440
Save $2,647
SALE PRICE $21,793

2017 Jeep Compass 4x4
MSRP $29,130
Save $5,100

SALE PRICE $24,030

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335
40959824

Approximately 720 days, 17,280 
hours, 1,036,800 minutes, 62,208,000 
seconds, we spend in high school; 
approximately 720 days, 17,280 hours, 
1,036,800 minutes, 62,208,000 seconds 
we get the opportunity to experience all 
this organization has to offer. Our days 
are numbered.

Often, we fi nd ourselves thinking of 
ag class as another class we need to get 
through to survive the semester rather 
than a class to cherish every learn-
ing opportunity, every trip and every 
growth opportunity. You fi nd yourself 
not wanting to study for a Career Devel-
opment Event (CDE) or not wanting 
to listen to your advisor nagging at you 
to fi nish AET because I can personally 
attest to these instances. I urge you to 
change this mindset early because we 
do not have enough time in this organi-
zation.

If I can provide you with any valuable 
piece of advice, I would tell you not to 
let the fear of failure consume your life. 
Even if you fear fail, or are not comfort-
able getting outside of your comfort 
zone, try a new CDE, go to the Wash-
ington Leadership Conference or Ohio 
FFA Camp Muskingum, create a new 
SAE, or apply for an offi cer position.

Dr. Seuss said, “You have brains in 
your head. You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself any direction you 
choose.” I can personally attest to dread-
ing to come in before school to practice 
Parliamentary Procedure. However, the 
dreaded hours put in were overcome 
by the jitters you get when zipping up 
your corduroy jacket or when you are 
getting ready to compete in a CDE. Your 
amount of involvement in FFA is all in 
your control and you can steer yourself 

in any direction you choose.
Personally, I would encourage you 

to become highly involved within FFA 
to broaden your horizons on career 
options, shine a light on your leader-
ship, and fulfi ll your high school experi-
ence. Whether you are eager or nervous 
to become involved in FFA, reveal your 
strength and be a leader. Regardless of 
being an upperclassmen, a greenhand, 
or elementary student at Fall Harvest 
Days, people are always watching. 
Upperclassmen, the younger members 
aspire to be like you and follow your 
lead; encourage members to transform 
their passion for FFA and agriculture 
rather than dismiss their existence. To 
all members, be an example when at 
Fall Harvest Days. The youth want to 
be like you and fi ll your shoes one day. 
Be someone who inspires others, who 
always has a smile on their face, who is 
willing to lend a hand or give advice.

My fi nal advice is always say thank 
you. Say thank you to your family for 
being your support system, say thank 
you to your friends for experiencing 
this with you and for all the times you 
could not be together because you have 
FFA commitments, say thank you to 
your community for supporting your 
chapter and for this opportunity, say 
thank you to the staff for being under-
standing and encouraging, say thank 
you to the alumni for establishing this 
foundation for the chapter and provid-
ing funds, and fi nally say thank you to 
your advisors for their time committed 
and for this opportunity. Transform 
others passion for FFA and agriculture 
while transforming your own.

Sincerely,
A Senior

AN OPEN LETTER TO AN FFA MEMBER
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By Makayla Eggleton

“A farm is more than 
land and crops. It is a 
family’s heritage and 
future. Your farm tells 
your story.” 

Written in these walls 
are the stories of dedica-
tion, hardship and most 
importantly, happi-
ness. These walls have 
watched generations 
grow and prosper over 
the years with every 
long day of work. Every 
beam, board and nail 
have been a part of the 
successes and failures 
that are associated with 
life within agriculture. 
We’re so proud of where 

we come from; this 
town is who we are. 
Traditions, values and 
history steeped as richly 
in Fayette County as 
are the barns that have 
withstood time, weather 
and hardships.

The Miami Trace/
Great Oaks FFA was 
proud to honor some of 
these barns in this year’s 
annual FFA calendar. 
This calendar was sold 
as part of the Miami 
Trace FFA fruit sale this 
winter. While the annual 
calendar serves the 
purpose of allowing the 
FFA to share dates and 
information with the 
community, it was the 

information the commu-
nity gave to our mem-
bers that truly made an 
impact. Old and weath-
ered barns are definitely 
not in short supply in 
our agricultural-rooted 
community; however, 
finding someone who 
could tell their story 
proved to be difficult at 
times.

To begin this proj-
ect, we asked our FFA 
members if they had any 
barns on their property 
or in their family that 
would qualify for our 
project, several of our 
students did. This gave 
our students an oppor-
tunity to ask questions 

and learn about their 
family heritage. After 
getting a few leads from 
our members, I hit the 
back roads, literally. 
This fall I spent many 
hours traveling through 
unfamiliar roads within 
Fayette County. I would 
then make numerous 
stops along the roadside 
to snap a picture or 
write down the location 
of barns that looked 
like they had a story to 
tell. After I had spotted 
some prospective barns, 
I had to research who 
owned them and try 
to get in contact. This 
proved to be the most 
challenging part. Fortu-

nately, I was able to talk 
face-to-face with several 
land owners and gather 
needed information.

The Miami Trace 
FFA, and myself, would 
like to extend a sincere 
thank you to those who 
generously let us feature 
their barn in this year’s 
calendar. Through this 
experience, I was able 
to practice brother-
hood, meet new people 
and reminiscence with 
alumni of our FFA Chap-
ter. It was an honor to 
listen to their stories 
and receive insight from 
those alumni mem-
bers and community 
members about their 

struggles from the past 
and how those struggles 
have led them to their 
successes of today.

While thanking them 
for the foundation they 
have laid for myself as 
well as our community, I 
discovered the diversity 
within the history of 
the community and its 
rich traditions. As we 
reminiscence on this 
year’s fruit sale and cal-
endar, we are currently 
looking for individuals 
interested in featuring 
their barn in next year’s 
barn calendar. If you are 
interested, please con-
tact the Ag Department 
at 740-333-4759.

Honoring historical barns in Fayette County

NON-GMO = PREMIUM

855-476-9487(Grow4us)
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD

 JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

 Our mission is to help companies around the world 
create healthy, natural products of the highest quality.

 2017 crop growers contracts still available.
40961397

Proudly Supporting Our Local FFA!
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We salute FFA and the 
outstanding students 
preparing for their future.

By Khenadi Grubb

In October of 2016, myself, 
along with 23 other members of 
the Miami Trace FFA Chapter 
traveled to Indianapolis, Ind. for 
the 89th-annual National FFA 
Convention. What started out 
as an average fi eld trip ended up 
having a much greater impact.

This year was no different 
than any others, the Miami 
Trace FFA chapter had numer-
ous students at the convention 
competing in national Career 
Development Events, being 
interviewed as profi ciency fi nal-
ists and walking across stage to 
receive the coveted golden key 
that symbolizes the American 
FFA Degree.

Our fi rst stop on this trip 
was a tour of the Beck’s Hybrid 
seed company. During this, we 
learned about the traditions of 
the company, different career 
paths or jobs, and an overall 
understanding of the process 
by which a seed corn company 
operates. Next, we headed over 
to the Convention Center and 
attended the opening session. 
At this particular session, there 
were over 25,000 FFA members 
that packed into Banker’s Life 
Fieldhouse to hear the inspiring 
words of several keynote speak-
ers, as well as meet the 2016 
National FFA Offi cer team. Just 
the sight of 25,000 blue cordu-
roy jackets is a picture I will for-
ever remember. That evening, 

we traveled to the Lucas Oil Sta-
dium for the Cole Swindell and 
Chris Young concert. After a 
long day, this allowed our mem-
bers to let loose and have fun 
while bonding as a chapter and 
making wonderful memories.

The next day we continued 
with our touring as we trav-
eled to Ozark Fisheries. Ozark 
Fisheries is a family-owned 
fi sh hatchery specializing in 
goldfi sh. The family gave us a 
tour of their farm and shared 
with us the process from breed-
ing, growing and shipping their 
product. The rest of the day was 
fi lled with business sessions at 
the Indianapolis Convention 
Center. The second and third 
session specifi cally, where we 

got to listen to inspiring guest 
speakers and the National FFA 
President’s retiring address. In 
addition, we were able to watch 
some of our own chapter mem-
bers walk across the stage.

On our last day, Friday, Oct. 
21, we checked out of our hotel 
and went downtown to the expo 
center. The expo center was 
fi lled with a college fair, many 
different career shows, and busi-
ness booths. Everyone there 
presenting did a wonderful 
job at getting people involved, 
young and old, teacher and stu-
dent. It’s overall a very fun and 
educational experience.

The last thing on our agenda 
was the fi fth and sixth sessions 
of the convention. We had many 

of our own members competing 
so we were anxiously waiting 
for results and cheering them 
on. After those sessions, it was 
time to head home. We were 
completely exhausted, but at 
the same time not wanting this 
unforgettable trip to end. I can 
account for every member in 
our chapter that has attended 
a convention trip when I say 
that National FFA Convention 
is an amazing experience. You 
make wonderful memories, 
new friendships, all while learn-
ing what FFA is about. It’s not 
always the sessions and the 
tours that make our trips amaz-
ing, it’s the little moments in 
between and the people that we 
spend them with.

National FFA Convention trip is an amazing experience

Submitted article

“I believe that American agriculture 
can and will hold true to the best tra-
ditions of our national life and that 
I can exert an infl uence in my home 
and community which will stand solid 
for my part in that inspiring task.” 

This is the fi nal paragraph of the 
FFA Creed. At Ohio FFA Camp Musk-
ingum, FFA members have the oppor-
tunity to transform their passion for 
FFA while enhancing their knowledge 
on progressive agriculture, stimulat-
ing service and leadership ideas to 
implement into their chapter and com-

munity.
Located on the beautiful banks of 

Leesville Lake in Carroll County, 
Camp Muskingum is keen for fi shing, 
boating, swimming, rifl ing, paint-
balling, and roping through low and 
high rope courses. In addition, mem-
bers create memories and friendships 
across the state of Ohio that will last a 
forever. Ohio FFA Camp Muskingum 
allows members to practice “Learning 
to Do” as stated in the FFA motto. 
Out of service range, camp embodies 
hands-on learning opportunities and 
self-confi dence and discovery through 
personal development, recreational 

activities, and conservation education.
Last summer, I had the opportunity 

to experience Ohio FFA Camp Musk-
ingum. At camp, I was introduced 
to many things outside my comfort 
zone such as archery. My favorite 
thing about camp this past year was 
to experience the process of logging 
within the grounds of camp, the ben-
efi ts of logging, and how the camp 
was benefi ting from the funds from 
logging. As a senior, I wish my eyes 
and ears were open sooner to this 
opportunity. I highly suggest attend-
ing Ohio FFA Camp Muskingum to 
everyone.

FFA Camp Muskingum: ‘Learning to Do’

Chapter members BJ Anders, Gretchen Ivers, Maddi 
Wallace, and Madison Pitstick pose for a picture 
with State Sen. Bob Peterson at the Ohio Legislative 
Leadership Conference in Columbus.
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By Jade Parrish

What is the Shop Capstone course?
The Shop Capstone course 

is a newly-designed course to 
allow students the hands-on 
experience of creating wood, 
metal or construction projects 
in a supervised environment. 
Students apply agricultural 
and environmental systems 
program knowledge and skills 
in a more comprehensive and 
authentic way. Capstones are 
project/problem-based learning 
opportunities that occur both 
in and away from school. Under 
supervision of the school and 
through partnerships, students 
combine classroom learning 
with work experience to benefi t 
themselves and others.

What’s your favorite thing 
about shop capstone?

“My favorite thing about shop 
capstone is we have already 
learned all the safety and how 
things work so we can go right 
out and start working every 
day. I like the hands on work 
of shop, although some people 
learn from books, I learn by 
touching it, drilling it, wrench-
ing it and hammering it. It’s 
just my way of learning.” - Gar-
rett Hagler, Senior

“I personally enjoy the one-on-
one learning available at any-

time. Our ag instructors, Bruce 
Bennett, Amanda Swigert and 
Wendi Mizer-Stachler will 
guide you, encourage you and 
most importantly make sure you 
achieve what you would like to 
get out of taking the classes.” - 
Jade Parrish, Senior

What is your favorite thing about 
shop capstone?

“I like to to be able to work 
independently of classmates and 
work at my own pace on proj-
ects I will be able to take home 
and use in the future.” - Todd 
Peterson, Senior

How does it help you learn and or 
do you feel you learn more to sit in 
a class or to be out in the shop?

“I learn with both. Learn-
ing the safety and basics in 
the classroom is important but 
welding and woodworking is 
an art that can only be learned 
with experience, so shop time 
is extremely important.” - Todd 
Peterson, Senior

Do you have what it takes?
To be eligible to enroll in a 

capstone course, you have to 
meet a few requirements. Our 
Shop Capstone class requires 
completing three agriculture 
courses: Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources (AFNR), 
Mechanical Principles and any 
other class we offer of your 

choice.
This is the second year offer-

ing Shop Capstone as a class. 
This class is ideal for students 
that struggle to sit in a chair 
and listen to a lecture. This 
class is for the visual learners, 
the hands-on learners, the kids 
that needs the one-on-one learn-
ing by doing.

What projects do you complete
 in this course?

Throughout this year-long 
course, each student is required 
to complete a woodworking, 
metal and community service 
project. These projects can 
be done as individuals or in 
groups, depending on the 
demands of the project. One 
such project that the students 
completed this year was a 
wheelchair ramp for an elemen-
tary student in our school dis-
trict. Last year, the class made 
raised garden boxes for Seton 
Community home, and “little 
library” for the town of Bloom-
ingburg.

Safety
The class teacher, Mr. Ben-

nett, enjoys seeing the kids’ 
eagerness and excitement to 
get out to the shop and start 
their projects. However, he 
takes safety very seriously. 
Although we think it’s easy to 
use a plasma cutter, welder, 

table saws, etc., there are so 
many different things that can 
be dangerous about these tools. 
At the beginning of the course, 
we cover everything from how 
to start the machine properly to 
how to hold a hammer. Things 
we might think are simple but 
can cause so much damage to 
the items we’re working on, our 
surroundings and ourselves. It’s 
very important that we, as stu-
dents, know and follow safety 
rules. As Mr. Bennett reminds 
us daily as we take off to the 
shop; “SAFETY GLASSES 
FOLKS.”

Why not sign up for the 
Shop Capstone course?

Now that you have a better 
understanding about the Shop 

Capstone course, why not sign 
up for it? This is a fantastic 
opportunity for anyone who 
would like to take the time and 
effort to join. I, myself, went 
from being clueless about what 
oil even was to knowing how 
to change the oil in my car. 
But most importantly, I have 
learned stuff that I would not 
have learned in English, math 
or science class. I have learned 
skills that will allow me to be 
a more independent adult, 
such as maintaining a car or 
performing everyday repairs 
on a home. I’ve made friend-
ships that will last forever by 
being in this course and work-
ing with peers that I would 
not have associated with oth-
erwise.

Miami Trace FFA Shop Capstone: Are you a hands-on learner?

Courtesy photo
A group of Miami Trace students working during the Shop Capstone course.
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Local FFA member travels abroad
By Maddi Wallace
MT FFA Reporter

In January, Kameron Rinehart left for 
a 16-day trip to South Africa to attend to 
the International Leadership Seminar for 
State Offi cers (ILSSO), which was host-
ed by the National FFA Organization.

At the ILSSO, Kameron and a fellow 
state offi cer learned valuable leadership 
skills while having a great time with 
other state offi cers. Kameron was one 
of 75 State FFA offi cers from 20 differ-
ent states to attend ILSSO. Kameron is 
a 2016 graduate of Miami Trace High 
School, the former Miami Trace/ Great 
Oaks FFA Chapter treasurer, and current 
Ohio FFA vice president at large.

While there, Kameron visited a vari-
ety of places, including avocado farms, 
cattle farms, citrus farms, sheep and 
goat Farms, and many more. Of all these 
attractions he had the chance to visit, his 
favorite place was the Crocodile Estate. 
At Crocodile Estate, they raise 18,000 
West Nile Crocodiles, where he got to 
observe as the staff fed the crocodiles. 
These crocodiles are harvested for their 
skin to make accessories like handbags. 
Along with this being one of his favorite 
places, Kameron said, “We also got to 
visit a lot of local places, where we got to 
interact with locals of the area. As well 
as visiting some of the most beautiful 
sites I have seen in my life.”

Along with enjoying his time at the 
crocodile farms, Kameron also had many 
other experiences. His favorite part was 
being able to go on the South African 
Safari Tours and the Shiduli Private 
Game Reserve. During the eight-hour 

safari tour, his group had the task to 
search for what they call the “Big 5,” 
which are the fi ve most dangerous ani-
mals in South Africa— lion, elephant, 
rhino, buffalo and leopard. The group 
was fortunate enough to be able to see 
all fi ve of these animals while on their 
tours along with other animals, including 
giraffes, zebras, cheetahs, hippos, and 
wildebeests.

Kameron had an amazing experience 
and said, “It was amazing to me to see 
them in their natural habitat and being 
able to get so close where we could basi-
cally touch them. I will always remember 
this amazing journey and the amazing 
group I was with during it, which was 
Bayli from Louisiana, and Oregon Offi -
cer Team, and Alicia, one of our amazing 
chaperones.” The safari tours were Kam-
eron’s favorite part of the trip by far.

Kameron got to learn about the differ-
ent aspects that make up the country of 
South Africa. Things he got to learn and 
experience fi rsthand ranged from their 
agricultural practices, different cultures, 
education processes and government sys-
tems. While learning about this informa-
tion, Kameron stated that all the while 
he, “…truly loved listening to our tour 
guide Elizma talk to us about her life 
and tell us all the information she knew 
because she has been guiding for years, 
and is so knowledgeable.”

Global agriculture is something that a 
number of people are not aware of, but 
after this trip Kameron says the thing 
that stuck with him most was “the huge 
differences in farming practices that we 
have and beliefs we have.” Something 
that he thinks all agricultural areas com-

monly struggle with are things like water 
supply and resources, labor, and prices.

By being able to not only learn about 
the agricultural practices of the area, 
the cultural knowledge that Kameron 
possessed has been able to grow as well. 
According to Kameron, “Getting to visit 
and talk with the local people who have 
lived there their entire lives was really 
life-changing to me.” The attitudes that 
the people there have toward life greatly 
affected Kameron because it was amaz-
ing to him that, “…they have nothing, yet 
they are truly so happy.” After the trip, 
he says, “It really opened my eyes to see 
that we take a lot for granted here.”

Being able to represent the Ohio FFA 
Association on the ILSSO trip was “…
an absolute honor…” for Kameron and is 
something that “ …[he is] forever thank-
ful [he] was able to represent Ohio FFA 
on this trip.” Kameron says that he was 
able to, “serve the Ohio FFA Association 
proudly and I love being able to repre-
sent us and all of our members wherever 

I may go, including across the world.”
While on his trip Kameron made many 

great memories and the best overall for 
him were “the memories made with 
fellow state offi cers on the trip.” After 
spending 16 days with each other as 
companions, “you build some pretty 
strong friendships” and that when they 
returned to the United States, Kameron 
said, “We were all in tears.” Kameron is 
forever grateful for the opportunity and 
the connections that he made while in 
South Africa.

From Kameron to those who support-
ed him throughout his journey: “I would 
like to say thank you to all of those who 
supported me and my journey to South 
Africa! A special thank you to Fayette 
County Farm Bureau, Miami Trace FFA 
Chapter, Miami Trace FFA Alumni, and 
Wilmington College for their generous 
donations to assist with the costs of the 
trip. I am forever grateful for this oppor-
tunity, and will use everything I learned 
to help educate others in the future!”
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We proudly congratulate our local FFA chapter 
on another successful year! We salute the 

National FFA Organization for continuing to 
make a positive impact in the lives of

our students by developing their leadership 
skills through agricultural education.
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By Abbygail Pitstick

When I fi rst began my 
journey through FFA, I had 
no idea what I wanted to 
do. I had goals I wanted to 
achieve, but I never 
imagined it would 
lead me to where 
I am today. I am 
Abbygail Pitstick 
and I now have a 
growing beef cattle 
farm that I use to 
compete in the Beef 
Production Entre-
preneur Profi ciency.

My dad grew up raising 
cattle and hogs until he 
decided to focus on corn 
and soybean production. 
He swore to us girls that he 
would never have another 
head of livestock on the farm 
unless it was a dog. Dad did 
not want to care for the ani-

mals since he did it so many 
years of his life. In Novem-
ber of 2013, I fi nally talked 
my dad into letting me 
purchase my fi rst beef heifer. 
When we look back on that 

day, I would have never 
have imagined it would 
have taken me this far 
into the cattle industry.

When I started my 
freshman year in FFA, I 
only had the one heifer 
that I showed through-
out the winter and 
spring in an open show 
circuit. When I was 

done showing this heifer, 
I planned to breed her and 
expand my herd. My AET 
records were pretty easy to 
keep up on about this time 
when I started. I bought two 
heifers that I could show 
through the winter circuit 
in September of 2014. I 

showed these heifers, then 
brought them home and 
bred them.

I calved my fi rst calf in 
2015 and from that point 
on I was hooked. That fall, 
I went and bought a couple 
bred heifers to calve out in 
March. I also bought two 
more heifers that I could 
show through the open 
show circuit for the 2015-
2016 year. About this time, 
I was asked if I wanted to 
fi ll out a Beef Entrepreneur 
Profi ciency. In the award 
area, beef cattle producers 
that work for their self can 
apply for this award. You 
are judged on your fi nances 
and journal entries that we 
must continually put into 
AET. I spent many hours fi ll-
ing out the required pieces 
for the profi ciency. I did 
not receive anything for my 

fi rst-year profi ciency, but not 
many expect to get above 
the many other older stu-
dents that have more hours, 
journal entries and fi nancial 
records.

From February 2016- April 
2016, I calved out seven heif-
ers. I spent the spring wean-
ing calves, the summer hal-
ter breaking calves, and the 
fall selling calves. I am now 
showing a calf that I bred 
and raised from my 2016 
calf crop, and I have my two 
younger sisters showing 
heifers that I also raised.

Even though it was a lot 
of work for one person, I 
enjoy the satisfaction I get 
from all the hard work. I 
hope my 2017 Profi ciency 
will be competitive in this 
area, and I can move on to 
possibly the state/national 
level.

Becoming pro� cient in beef production

Abbygail 
Pitstick

Chapter member Kameron Rinehart and Meri Grace 
Carson take the stage to receive the National Finalist 
for Models of Excellence award for the Miami Trace 
FFA chapter at the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, Ind.
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By Marissa Sheets

On Saturday, Dec. 17, 2016, the Miami 
Trace, in cooperation with Great Oaks, 
FFA chapter, had both the Novice and 
Advanced Parliamentary Procedure 
Teams competing at state.

In order to qualify for state, both the 
Novice and Advanced teams had to be 
the top two teams at the sub-district 
and district contests. The Novice and 
Advanced Parliamentary Procedure sub-
district contest was held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 29, 2016, at Cedarville High School, 
and the Novice and Advanced Parliamen-
tary Procedure district contest was held 
on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2016, at Ross High 
School.

The Novice team, which consisted of 
freshman FFA members, Kylie Pettit, 
Aubrey McCoy, Aubrey Schwartz, Gracie 
Greene, Victoria Waits, Abby Arledge, 
Regan Hagler, and Morgan Eggleton, 
placed fi rst at sub-districts and second at 
districts, which qualifi ed them to com-

pete at state. The Advanced team, which 
consisted of Cole Karnes, Todd Peterson, 
Marissa Sheets, Garrett Hagler, Adam 
Ginn, and Makayla Eggleton, placed fi rst 
at both sub-districts and districts, quali-
fying them for state.

However, being able to qualify for 
state took much more than just placing 
fi rst or second at the sub-district and 
district contests for both the Novice 
and Advanced Parliamentary Procedure 
Teams. The Parliamentary Procedure 
Contest is a CDE, or Career Develop-
ment Event, that teaches FFA members 
the proper way to run a business meet-
ing according to the proper business 
meeting rules and regulations defi ned 
under parliamentary law, as described 
in Robert’s Rules of Order. Teams are 
scored based on their ability to handle 
and debate on main motions (items of 
business) and handle their abilities (i.e., 
“Call for the Orders of the Day,” “Recon-
sider,” and “Take from the Table”). Each 
individual team member also took a test 

about Parliamentary Procedure at sub-
districts and districts that accounted for 
each individual team score.

Also, prior to competing at state, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016, both the Nov-
ice and Advanced Parliamentary Proce-
dure Teams took the state Parliamentary 
Procedure test, which would seed them 
for their room at state. After taking the 
state test, the Novice team was seeded 
sixth, being second in their room, with 
fi ve room’s total. The Advanced team 
was seeded three, being fi rst in their 
room, with fi ve room’s total. In addition 
to the test, both teams had to answer 
oral questions at the state competition 
after the completion of each meeting. 
These oral questions are centered on 
parliamentary order and procedure, and 
the oral questions being asked were not 
something the teams could prepare for.

In order to be fi fth overall, each team 
has to be fi rst in their seeded room to 
further compete in the fi nals round. 
Although the Novice team did not make 

it to the fi nal round, they did place sec-
ond in their room, in a very close race 
for fi rst. The Advanced team won their 
room, which qualifi ed them for the fi nal 
round. The Advanced team ended up 
third at state.

In 2015, the Miami Trace FFA, in 
cooperation with Great Oaks, Novice 
Parliamentary Procedure Team com-
peted at state and placed fourth overall. 
However, last year the Advanced team 
did not qualify or compete at state, after 
placing third at districts. This year, 
in order to ensure both teams would 
qualify for state; both the Novice and 
Advanced Teams began preparing at the 
end of October. Clearly, since both teams 
made it to state, all of the Novice and 
Advanced Teams’ time and hard work 
paid off. The Miami Trace/Great Oaks 
Chapter is extremely proud of the contin-
ued success of the Novice and Advanced 
Parliamentary Procedure Teams and 
look forward to more continued success 
in the future.

Parliamentary Procedure teams make State
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